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May is Water Awareness Month in California: 
1998 is a Year of Water Abundance

SACRAMENTO---As California prepares to celebrate Water Awareness Month during May, officials 
noted that 1998 is a year of abundant water supplies. 

January and February storms, some of them influenced by El Nino, brought record levels of rainfall, 
thick Sierra snowpack and significant flooding to many parts of California. 

As summer nears, water storage levels are high in the 155 major reservoirs in California and over 150 
percent of average snowpack whitens many portions of the Sierra Nevada. 

"Water Awareness Month draws attention to California's water resources and the importance of water to 
human health, economic vigor and environmental quality," said David N. Kennedy, Director of the 
Department of Water Resources. 

Though 1998 is a wet year, California faces a constant challenge to balance water supplies with water 
needs. This is documented in the most recent issue of the California Water Plan, published in January as 
DWR's Bulletin 160-98. This report provides the most recent statistical information on California's 
ongoing water situation, while identifying measures to help keep pace with water needs. 

 
Water Supplies and Population Growth

Water supplies are a limited resource, and precipitation amounts are uncertain from year to year, while 
water needs and human populations grow. 
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Bulletin 160-98 projects that existing water supply shortfalls will increase unless effective steps are 
taken to control them. 

Unless action is taken, the DWR report states, California's rapidly growing population will face water 
shortages of 2.9 million acre-feet in average water years by the year 2020, and 7 million acre-feet in 
drought years. California's population is expected to top 47 million by the year 2020, about 15 million 
more than in 1995. 

To remind Californians of the vital role of water, DWR during May will take part in a series of special 
events dramatizing water use in California, along with other water agencies and interested affinity 
groups. 

Here is a list of Water Awareness Month special events: 

May 6-8     DWR California Water Plan Exhibit on Display at the Spring Conference 

      of the Association of California Water Agencies, Monterey. 

This exhibit highlights DWR's most recent California Water Plan, a report providing 
updated statistical information on California's water supplies and water needs. 

May 7      Edmonston Pumping Plant Water Awareness Fishing Event (By Invitation Only) 

DWR'S San Joaquin Field Division will host this annual event for 150 school children 
from three schools in the Kern County communities of Taft and Bakersfield. A free 
fishing event will be part of the activities. For more information on this event, call Tom 
Madden, Tour Coordinator at DWR's San Joaquin Field Division, at (805) 858-5509. 

May 8      Water Serenade at ACWA Conference 

The California Water Awareness Month Committee is sponsoring a special performance 
of a new song about water at the Friday, May 8, breakfast session of ACWA's Spring 
Conference in Monterey, at the Monterey Convention Center. The performers will be 80 
4th and 5th grade students from Monte Vista Elementary School in Monterey. For more 
information about this event, please call Ann Marie Alexander of DWR at (916) 653-
9638. 

May 9      Hyatt Powerplant Open House at Oroville Dam 

DWR's Oroville Field Division is sponsoring an open house on Saturday, May 9, and self-
guided tour of the Hyatt Powerplant at Oroville Dam, from 10 am to 4 pm. This event is 
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coordinated with Feather Fiesta Days, a major Oroville community celebration. Persons 
wishing to take the powerplant tour can drive to the powerplant at the base of the dam, or 
take a free shuttle bus from Montgomery and Meyers in downtown Oroville. The 
powerplant is located in bedrock beneath the dam. For information on this event, call 
DWR at (530) 534-2303. 

May 16      California Aqueduct Biking Event 

Bike ride along a 28-mile portion of the California Aqueduct in Antelope Valley in 
Southern California. This bikeway segment extends from 165th Street East, near the 
community of Pearblossom, to Main Street in Hesperia, near Silverwood Lake in San 
Bernardino County. This event is sponsored by the Antelope Valley Trails, Recreation and 
Environmental Council (AVTREC) and the Grapevine Mountain Bike Association, in 
cooperation with DWR. 
Registration is at 8 am at the ride starting point, about two miles south of the intersection 
of State Highway 138 and 165th Street East on 165th Street East. The start is scheduled at 
9 am. 
There is a $5 registration fee for AVTREC members, and an $8 fee for non-members. For 
more information on this event, contact an AVTREC representative at (805) 946 1976. 

(NOTE: This 28-mile segment of bikeway along the California Aqueduct in the Antelope 
Valley area is open to recreational cycling year round.) 

May 16      Kids' Fishing Day at San Luis Reservoir 

On Saturday, May 16, the Ninth Annual Kids' Fishing Day will be held at the South Beach 
boat launch parking area at San Luis Creek at O'Neill Forebay near San Luis Reservoir. 
The largest off-stream reservoir in the nation, San Luis Reservoir is located west of the 
junction of Interstate 5 and State Highway 152. 

This fishing event for anglers ages 6 to 15 will begin at 8 am. Sponsors include DWR and 
the Department of Parks and Recreation.This recreational program is financed by the Four 
Rivers Natural History Association. 

To reach the San Luis Creek boat launch area, take the San Luis Creek turnoff from 
Highway 152 at O'Neill Forebay. A park day use fee of $5 per day is charged at the gate. 
For more information, call (209) 826-1196. 

Traveling Exhibits on History of Water

DWR will celebrate the State's Sesquicentennial by showcasing exhibits showcasing 150 
years of California's water history. They will be circulating through various California 
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locations during California's Sesquicentennial celebration, from May 1998 through 
September 2000. During May, the water history exhibits will be on display at the 
following locations: 

May 3          Cinco De Mayo Fiesta     San Jose 

May 14-17     Gold Discovery Exposition      Auburn 

May 21-25     National Orange Show     San Bernardino 

May 30-31     Apricot Festival     Patterson 

For more information on these traveling exhibits, call Dorothy Benjamin of DWR at (916) 
653-3350. 

### 

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam 
safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and 
water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs. The State Water Project 
provides water to two-thirds of California's population. 

For more on-line information, see Find DWR Info or return to the DWR California Water Page 
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