News for Immediate Release
September 12, 2003

Contacts:

e Jennifer Hogan, DWR Environmental Scientist, (916) 445-6331
e Don Strickland, DWR Information Officer(916) 657-4469

DWR SCIENTISTS OFFER ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERTISE AT
AMERICAN RIVER SALMON FESTIVAL

SACRAMENTO - Experts from the Department of Water Resources' Division of
Environmental Services will help educate children and other visitors about aquatic
invertebrates at the American River Salmon Festival on October 11-12.

The DWR scientists will staff a "pond investigation™ at the annual Nimbus Fish
Hatchery/Lake Natoma event. Built to collect the discharge of water and waste from the
Nimbus fish hatchery, the ponds allow sediment to settle out of the water. Then the water
seeps through the ground at the downstream end of the ponds and goes back into the river
much cleaner than it entered the ponds.

"We have kids turn over rocks and use nets to catch aquatic invertebrates that live in the
ponds near the hatchery," said DWR Environmental Scientist Jennifer Hogan. "We teach the
children about the salmon food chain, as well as about the quality of the water itself. Only
certain invertebrates live in the ponds which are rich in nutrients, but low in oxygen."

Also discussed will be the American River watershed and the scientists will play a wetland
metaphor game in which several different everyday items represent different "values" of
wetlands.

The American River Salmon Festival is designed to increase public awareness, appreciation
and conservation of the American River ecosystem and offers wide-ranging activities for
children and adults. It exists through the generosity of sponsors such as DWR, more than
400 volunteers, and more than 60 participating organizations.

Salmon Festival proceeds help support scholarship grants, high school clubs involved in
river conservation projects, classroom materials, and a community program.

There is no admission charge to attend the American River Salmon Festival. Parking is $5
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and includes shuttle service.

Information about the festival is online at www.SalmonFestival.net or accessible by calling
(916) 358-2893.

Salmon Festival organizers are seeking volunteers to help staff the event. Activities range
from assisting with recreational, culinary and entertainment events to logistical support in
parking, exit surveys and other functions. Interested parties may call Mary Griggs at (916)
651-7252 for more information.

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project,
provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in
water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water
needs.
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Contact the DWR Office of Water Education for more information about DWR's water
activities.
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