Video News Release   10/24/06
Vista del Lago to Reopen After Long Shutdown 

(Voiceover narration :37)
After a 19-month closure because of rain-caused landslides, DWR’s popular Vista del Lago Visitors Center will reopen at Lake Pyramid November First.

Two slides in early March, 2005, parted power lines and fractured water service pipelines.  Slides also pushed against Vista del Lago’s foundation and reopening the facility was placed on indefinite hold until safety studies could be completed.

DWR Utility Craftsworker Superintendent Bryan Carter says the building has been declared safe…but weather damage is a recurring issue and extensive repair work is planned: 

(Sound Bite from Bryan Carter :23)
///We’re going to try to get thru this winter by doing the remedial work that we’ve done and the group up in Sacramento is putting together a long term fix to basically put the hillside back. They’re coming up with some different ideas how they’re going to do it and once they get their plans together the permanent fix will probably be about this time next year.  So, we’ve got to get thru one more winter/// 

(Voiceover narration 1:35)

Earth slides from heavy 2005 winter rains ruptured a 14-inch high-pressure pipeline that delivers oil from Bakersfield to Southern California refineries, spilling 126,000 gallons of crude into Lake Pyramid.  DWR personnel and hazmat teams were able to contain the oil and the impact on south state water supplies was minimal. 

But, water cascading off the quarter-acre building roof eroded the steep hillside below the Center and DWR crews used a bulldozer to terrace the hillside.  Dirt has been moved in to help stabilize the area and lessen the safety hazard for workers who’ll be restoring grass and shrubbery, installing drain lines, and making long-term erosion repairs.

While the visitors center was shut down, wall cracks were repaired, the interior repainted and new carpet installed.  Improvements were also made to the water treatment facility, and the parking lot was slurry-sealed
The 18,500 square foot Mediterranean-style structure 60 miles north of downtown Los Angeles is the largest of DWR’s three water information centers.  It contains interactive exhibits that tell the story of the State Water Project, detail California’s water sources, and explain the vital role water plays in the Golden State’s quality of life.

Normally open from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. every day except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day, Vista del Lago hosts about 150,000 visitors per year.
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