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DWR to Conduct Aerial Levee Surveys 

Helicopter flights will evaluate integrity of flood control levees 
 

Sacramento—The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) will conduct low-level 
electromagnetic helicopter survey flights over Central Valley levees beginning Sept. 6.  These 
surveys will gather additional data on levees near Marysville, Yuba City, Sacramento, Woodland, 
Stockton and Lathrop to determine their integrity.   
 
The helicopter will carry an aerial sensor suspended about 100 feet above the ground.  The sensor 
technology, airborne electromagnetics, is safely used throughout the world in mineral exploration 
and the evaluation of land features and natural resources. A photograph of the helicopter and the 
sensor is available at: http://www.levees.water.ca.gov/evaluation/images/helicop_sensor.jpg   
 
DWR will hold two media opportunities for this survey effort.  There will be a ground demonstration 
of the equipment at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, September 5 at the Yuba County Airport in 
Marysville. The helicopter and survey equipment will be on display, and the DWR survey team will 
be available to answer questions about the flights and equipment. The following day, a flight 
demonstration will take place at 9:00 a.m. at a levee site near Yuba City.  
 
The flights, which are part of the state’s commitment to improving flood safety, are expected to 
continue into early October. The effort is being funded through Propositions 84 and 1E, which were 
approved by California voters in November 2006. 
 
Flights will take place along the Feather River, Bear River, American River, Sutter Bypass, Yolo 
Bypass, Sacramento River, Stanislaus River, San Joaquin River, and their tributaries. 
 
When finalized, flight information and schedules will be posted and updated daily online at 
www.levees.water.ca.gov.   
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Ground Demonstration 
When: 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2007 
Where: Yuba County Airport, Marysville 
Directions from Sacramento: 
Travel north on I-5 to 99 North (Yuba City/Marysville)  Travel north to 70.  Travel north on 70 to the 
McGowan Parkway exit.  Take the exit and turn left on McGowan Parkway. Travel west to Arboga Road. 
Turn right. Travel north to Sky Harbor Drive. Turn left and drive to the end of Sky Harbor Drive to Red 
Carpet Aviation. 
 
 
Flight Demonstration 
When: 9:00 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 6, 2007 
Where: DWR Sutter Maintenance Yard (Near Yuba City) 
Directions from Sacramento: 
Go north on Interstate 5 to the 99/70 (Yuba City) turnoff just north of Del Paso Road.  Go north on State Highway 99 
and continue to Yuba City.  At the north end of Yuba City, go west (left) on State Highway 20.  After about 6 miles on 
State Hwy. 20 and just adjacent to the west side of the Wadsworth Canal, the Sutter Maintenance Yard will be located 
on the south (left) at 6908 Colusa Highway (Hwy. 20). 
 
The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and 
inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide 
water needs. 
 

Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities.   
 

 


