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	New Ramp Will Allow Continued Boating As Lake Oroville Water Level Drops
OROVILLE -- As the water level in Lake Oroville drops this summer and fall, a new launch ramp will be built at Bidwell Canyon so that boating can continue at the popular reservoir 70 miles north of Sacramento.

With California experiencing a second consecutive dry year, existing boat ramps at Oroville are expected to be out of the water by mid-August.

DWR will take advantage of low lake levels to develop a major new boat ramp, said Oroville Field Division engineer Bill Cochran.  Nearly 500 feet long, the new ramp will extend boating access down to a lake elevation of 640 feet. (When full, Lake Oroville is 900 feet above sea level.  Currently, it is 753 feet above sea level.)  DWR is working with the Department of Parks and Recreation which administers the State recreation area at Lake Oroville, to keep boating access available. 

Information on Lake Oroville elevations and availability of boat launch ramps may be found online at http://www.lakeoroville.water.ca.gov/  or by calling the Lake Oroville Visitors Center, open seven days a week, at (530) 538-2219.

Typically, Lake Oroville gains water from winter rains and spring snowmelt, then gradually declines during the dry months of summer and fall.  Veteran Lake Oroville boaters know it is a big, attractive lake (capable of storing 3.5 million acre-feet of water) with a variable level.   The only larger reservoir in California is the Bureau of Reclamation’s Lake Shasta north of Redding, at 4.5 million acre-feet.

December’s federal court ruling restricting pumping from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, coupled with low reservoir storage and continuing dry weather is causing water supply problems.  DWR projects that it will only be able to deliver 35 percent of requested water to State Water Project Contractors this year.  

Most water released from Oroville this year will be for local agricultural demand and for environmental quality in the Delta.

2007 was a very dry year, causing Lake Oroville to shrink to under 700 feet elevation and about 36 per cent of storage capacity (currently, it’s at 48 percent of capacity).  More snow fell this year than last, but 2008 still qualifies hydrologically as a dry year. This March and April combined are going into the books as among the driest on record.

Even with low water conditions, however, Lake Oroville is an attractive recreational lake with an excellent bass fishery.  It is also the only reservoir in California where Coho salmon are stocked.  Coho are popular with Lake Oroville anglers due to their high quality table fare, and superior fighting performance.  And, low lake levels this year are not expected to significantly affect the quality of fishing.  DWR Fisheries Biologist Eric See said the lake’s size and depth help assure that its fishery remains healthy.

Oroville Dam was built in the 1960s and dedicated in 1968 by then-Governor Ronald Reagan.
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