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	         DWR Begins Crafton Hills Reservoir Enlargement Study
                                      

	SACRAMENTO –The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has begun geologic work examining the feasibility of enlarging Crafton Hills Reservoir in San Bernardino County.  

Crafton Hills Reservoir is located in Yucaipa and is owned by DWR and operated by the San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District (SBVMWD).  It is part of the State Water Project’s East Branch Extension (EBX), a cooperative project among DWR, SBVMWD, and the San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency (SGPWA).  The extension supplies water to areas served by SBVMWD and SGPWA, including the Yucaipa Valley.  Phase I of the extension was completed in 2003 but the extension was envisioned as part of the State Water Project since the early 1960s.

The proposed enlargement would increase the reservoir’s storage capacity from 85 acre‑feet to about 225 acre-feet.  That additional storage would provide operational flexibility, improve the system’s reliability, and ease energy grid demands by reducing pumping during peak electricity use periods.

Work now underway will include access path construction, test pit excavation, and exploratory drilling to identify site suitability for reservoir enlargement.  Geologic investigations are expected to be completed in mid to late August, 2008.  
A Supplemental Environmental Impact Report will be prepared for the proposed project and the draft report should be available for public review and comment by this fall.
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	The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.

	                       Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities. 


