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	DWR ANNOUNCES ‘CATCH A SPECIAL THRILL FOR KIDS’ EVENT
Sacramento – The Department of Water Resources (DWR), in partnership with California State Parks (CSP), the Department of Boating and Waterways (DBW), the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation will sponsor a C.A.S.T. (Catch a Special Thrill) for Kids event on Saturday, June 28 at Lake Del Valle.

The event will run from 7 a.m. through 1 p.m. with 25 youths participating.  Additional sponsors for the event include the East Bay Regional Park District, as well as local businesses and organizations including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Zone 8 Lions Club, Walton’s Pond, Steiner Prints, Tri-Valley SELPA, Western Bass, Wal-Mart Tracy, Wal-Mart Stockton, Sacramento Metro Fire, Delta Bass Tactics Club, Thompson Manufacturing, Castro Valley Bass Classics, Western Outdoor News, California Striped Bass Association-West Delta Chapter, Castro Valley Bass Club, Down Syndrome Connection, Tops Pens-Hanson Wong, Extreme Fishing Guide and Glenda and Les Porter.

C.A.S.T. for Kids events give disabled and disadvantaged young people a day of outdoor adventure.  Children learn to fish, win prizes and enjoy other activities and special entertainment provided by state agencies, the C.A.S.T. Foundation and community volunteers.  The young anglers are educated about boating safety, ethics of fishing and natural resources.  

At Saturday’s event, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will demonstrate a boat inspection to detect quagga mussels, an invasive species that entered California in 2007.   State and federal agencies seek the help of California boaters in limiting the spread of these mussels via trailered boats.  The invasive mussels can damage boat engines, clog small diameter pipes and harm lake ecosystems. 

This event meets the Governor’s 2007 “Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights” which encourages children’s participation in outdoor activities.

In 2004, DWR, CSP, DBW and DFG signed a Memorandum of Agreement to provide a framework to create a partnership between the C. A.S.T. Foundation and the State of California.  The goal of this partnership is for the state to support the C.A.S.T. program and expand opportunities for disabled and disadvantaged youth to use and enjoy public land and water throughout State Water Project recreation facilities.  Lake Del Valle is a State Water Project reservoir located in the scenic Livermore region of Alameda County.  

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning and plans for future statewide water needs.
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