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· Earlier this year Governor Schwarzenegger issued a Drought Executive Order directing the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to help local water districts and agencies proactively address the effects of the drought.  

· On or just prior to December 1st each year, DWR makes an initial announcement about how much water the State Water Project contractors will receive for the following year.   This year, DWR is announcing the initial allocation early to help local agencies prepare for what could be another critically dry year.  

· At this time, we expect the state to only be able to provide 15 percent of what the State Water Project (SWP) contractors have requested.  This will be the second lowest initial allocation ever.  
· The initial allocation is a conservative projection, because of the uncertainty about how much winter precipitation we will receive.  The lowest initial allocation was made in 1993 which was just 10 percent of SWP Contractor’s requests.  Last year, the initial allocation was 25 percent. Over the winter it was increased to 35 percent.
· In preparing the initial allocation, DWR considers a number of factors:  conservative precipitation and hydrology estimates; carryover storage from 2008; SWP operating constraints, including additional 2009 Delta export restrictions to protect Delta Smelt and other endangered fish; and the 2009 contractor requests.  
· It is still too early to accurately predict what type of winter California will have, but given the previous considerably dry two years, we must plan for the worst.  Because the state’s total water storage is the lowest we’ve seen in 14 years, it would likely take an exceptionally wet year to get us out of the drought.  
· Recently the National Weather Service revised its fall forecast for California indicating the possibility of a wet fall, with warm wet storms possible in November and December.   While any rainfall will help the water supply picture, warm storms will not provide needed snowpack and can create high risks for California’s extensive fire damaged areas.
· Under different winter weather conditions the initial allocation of 15 percent could change.  The following is a description of different “drought scenarios” and what the consequences for the SWP could be:
If the upcoming winter is dry:  

The final SWP allocation would be very low – potentially one of the lowest in the history of the SWP.   There would be no surplus water available for delivery to the state water contractors.   Oroville Reservoir storage would remain critically low going into the irrigation season, and could end the water year even lower than we are now.   San Luis Reservoir storage would also end the water year well below the historical average, very much like the current storage.

If the upcoming winter is average:

There would be a moderate final SWP allocation but no surplus water available for delivery to the contractors.   Oroville Reservoir storage would start the irrigation season slightly below the historical average, but above the meager level attained this last May.   Oroville Reservoir storage would end the water year below the historical average but above the current storage.   San Luis Reservoir storage would end the water year with as little as half of the typical September storage.

If the upcoming winter is wet:

There would be a moderately high final SWP allocation, however a full allocation is very unlikely but the possibility of surplus water for delivery would exist.   This would allow for the refilling and recharging of depleted surface and groundwater storage.  Oroville Reservoir storage would be well positioned going into the irrigation season with a healthy above average May storage.  Oroville Reservoir storage would end the water year above the typical September storage and augment the available supply for the following year.  San Luis Reservoir storage would likely end the water year with about the average September storage, however under extremely wet conditions San Luis Reservoir storage could exceed the typical September storage.

