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	DWR EXPEDITES FUNDING FOR drought assistance grants 

	

	SACRAMENTO – Heeding Governor Schwarzenegger’s request to quickly respond to California’s drought, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) has expedited $17 million in funding for water conservation programs. 
“We are taking every action we can to help stretch California’s water supply during this dry period,” said DWR Director Lester Snow.  “Getting money out the door quickly to help communities invest in critical water-saving programs will put them in a better position to deal with a potentially third dry year in a row.”
In August, DWR expedited the awarding process for 53 drought assistance grants through its Urban Drought Water Use Efficiency (WUE) Grant Program. Funding is now available to awarded agencies, which will be used for rebate programs, public education and outreach, leak detection, and retrofit of systems for greater water efficiency.  The first funds made available include two grants to the California Rural Water Association, and single grants to the Inland Empire Utilities Agency and the City of Woodland. It is expected that all contracts will be signed by the end of November. 
DWR reviewed nearly 300 proposals requesting more than $72 million in expedited grants in two categories: Disadvantaged Community and Non-Disadvantaged Community. Of the total awarded, $4.1 million will go toward 21 programs and projects in disadvantaged communities.
For detailed information about the Urban WUE grant program and lists of applicants and projects, contact Baryohay Davidoff at (916) 651-9666 or visit: 
www.owue.water.ca.gov/finance/index.cfm 
 
                                                             -0-

	

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.

	


	Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities. 


