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	Winter Outlook Workshop Predicts 2009 Water Conditions

Average Year Anticipated in North-Central California, Dry in Southern California
San Diego – Scientists today predicted an average 2009 water year for the northern half of California and a dry year in southern regions of the state. The predictions were made at the Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) first-ever Winter Outlook Workshop held as part of the state’s drought preparedness efforts. 

But DWR officials warned that even a normal water year will not be enough to replenish the state’s thirsty reservoirs. 
Klaus Wolter, a scientist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of Colorado Climate Diagnostics Center, said at the workshop that this winter’s precipitation will likely be shaped by a weak La Nina and strong negative Pacific Decadal Oscillation cycle. Wolter studied relationships of ocean-atmospheric patterns to determine the most probable winter outlook, and predicted a near-normal water year for North-Central California and a dry year for Southern California.

Today’s predictions come as the Governor’s Delta Vision Committee convenes its first meeting to gather public comments on a sustainable Delta management plan. The plan strives to balance statewide water reliability and the Delta’s fragile ecosystem and builds on the work of the Delta Vision Task Force. A second workshop will be held next month.


In June, the Governor issued an executive order declaring a statewide drought, which directed his state agencies and departments to take immediate action to address the serious drought conditions and water delivery reductions that exist in California. He also proclaimed a state of emergency in nine Central Valley counties to address urgent water needs: Sacramento, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare and Kern. The Governor has also called for a 20 percent per capita reduction in urban water use statewide by 2020 and continues to urge Californians to conserve their water use.  

On July 10, the Governor and Sen. Dianne Feinstein proposed a compromise plan to the legislature to update California's water system and put the state on a the path toward restoring the Delta, expanding water supplies and promoting conservation.

On Oct 30, DWR announced that it could only allocate approximately 15 percent of State Water Project (SWP) contractors’ 2009 water requests, the second lowest initial allocation in the history of the SWP.
DWR’s Winter Outlook Workshop may be viewed in its entirety at http://cawater.rmxpres.com/webcast/data/winoutlook2009112108/msh.htm.

For more information about drought and drought preparedness, visit http://www.water.ca.gov/drought.

For more information about Delta Vision, visit www.deltavision.ca.gov.
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	The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.


