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Binational Drought Science Conference
Sacramento - The Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the Water Education Foundation (WEF) are co-sponsoring a binational conference on drought science in the U.S. – Mexico border region.  The conference will be held on March 26-27 in San Diego at the Hilton San Diego Resort.  A conference agenda and registration information are available at http://www.watereducation.org/doc.asp?id=1187&parentID=849.

The drought conference is being held in response to a joint declaration adopted last year at the U.S. - Mexico Border Governors’ Conference.   The purpose of the Border Governors’ Conference, held annually by the four U.S. and six Mexican states that share the international boundary, is to address issues of mutual importance in the border region, a region noted for its aridity.  Drought is a commonplace event there, and a recurring aspect of climate variability.  

The bilingual drought science conference will feature simultaneous English-Spanish translation and speakers from agencies and universities on both sides of the international border.  The major international rivers – the Colorado River and Rio Grande – are the focus of many of the presentations.  Conference topics include:  

· Hydroclimate of the U.S. Southwest/Mexican Northwest 

· Drought Information for Decision-Making 

· Climate & Drought Forecasting 

· Climate Change Considerations 

· Border-Area Drought Management Activities 

The border region’s aridity and geographic vulnerability to the impacts of climate change emphasize the need for examining water supply reliability and for developing collaborative drought preparedness tools.  Expected effects of climate change will result in increased warming and drying of the southwestern U.S. and northwestern Mexico, exacerbating competition for the region’s finite water resources.    
