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	      DWR Releases Draft EIR For East Branch Extension Work 

	

	SACRAMENTO -- The Department of Water Resources has released the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the State Water Project (SWP) East Branch Extension - Phase I Improvements Project.  The document is available for viewing at: http://wwwdoe.water.ca.gov/Projects/Current/EBX_PhaseI_Improve/index.cfm
Publication of this Draft EIR marks the beginning of a 45-day public review period during which comments may be directed to:  

Tom Barnes, Environmental Science Associates

on behalf of the California Department of Water Resources

707 Wilshire Boulevard, Ste. 1450

Los Angeles, CA 90017

tbarnes@esassoc.com

213-599-4300 (phone)

213-599-4301 (fax)

A public meeting will be held to receive comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report on April 7, 2009 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Yucaipa Community Center located at 34900 Oak Glen Road, Yucaipa, California 92399.
The Draft EIR addresses environmental impacts associated with construction and operation of the East Branch Extension - Phase I Improvements Project.  The proposed project would increase the operating storage capacity of the Crafton Hills Reservoir from 85 acre-feet to 225 acre-feet to enhance the system’s operational flexibility and reliability and reduce on-peak energy demands.  
Additionally, the proposed project would construct a half-mile long, 48-inch diameter pipeline connecting the existing East Branch Extension pipeline with the existing Yucaipa Pipeline.  The connector pipeline would bypass flows around the reservoir to allow continued deliveries of water in the East Branch Extension while the reservoir is being enlarged. 

The East Branch Extension conveys water to the San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District (SBVMWD) and the San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency (SGPWA) in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.

	


	


