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DWR Water Awareness Month Events Scheduled in 2009
Californians Asked to Reduce Water Use

Sacramento – With the state in its third year of drought, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) reminds Californians to use water responsibly during Water Awareness Month.  
“Water is one our state’s most important natural resources and right now it is in short supply. This year we encourage all Californians to be aware of their water use and to save more everyday using tips from the Save Our Water program,” said DWR Director Lester Snow.
Activities to highlight May 2009 as Water Awareness Month include water conservation education in conjunction with the “Save Our Water” program launched in April to help the public reduce water use at home and work.   A complete list of Water Awareness Month events planned around the state is below.
This year, the Sierra snowpack peaked nearly twenty percent below normal, and Lake Oroville, the State Water Project’s primary reservoir remains well below average.  Water deliveries to agricultural and urban areas are limited by reduced supply and regulatory restrictions to protect endangered fish species.  

Water Awareness Month events are planned as follows:

           Sacramento---Water resource awareness and family fun are themes of the annual “Get Wet” festival scheduled on Saturday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the American River Water Education Center near Folsom Dam.  DWR water education staffers will host a booth at the festival to provide information about water use, conservation and water safety.  The event is sponsored by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, which operates Folsom Dam.  The center is located at 7785 Folsom Auburn Road.  For information, call (916) 989-7132.  

            Central California---A traditional Kids Fishing and Fun Day is scheduled on Saturday, May 16, at O’Neill Forebay near San Luis Reservoir, west of Los Banos, from 8 a.m. to noon.  This event is designed for young anglers, 15 and under.  Attendees enter at the San Luis Creek Recreational Area turnoff, on State Highway 152, seven miles west of Interstate 5.  For information, call the Romero Overlook Visitors Center at San Luis Reservoir, largest off-stream storage reservoir in the United States.  For information, call (209) 827-5353.

            Oroville ---On Saturday, May 9, DWR employees will take part in Oroville’s annual Feather Fiesta Days celebration, a nine-day event scheduled this year from May 2-9.  A fishing simulator will be the key attraction.  Events are scheduled from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Parking Lot A, at Montgomery, Meyers and Huntoon Streets in downtown Oroville.  For information about DWR activities, contact John Ford at the Lake Oroville Visitors Center at (530) 534-2306.  For information about the entire Feather Fiesta Days celebration, contact the Oroville Area Chamber of Commerce at (530) 538-2542 or access the Chamber’s Web site at www.orovillechamber.net
            Southern California---Employees from DWR’s Southern Field Division will take part in two special events during May.  On May 2, staffers will participate in a Fishing and Fun for Kids day at Castaic Lake, from 9 am to 5 pm.  On May 9, the Southern Field Division will host a DWR booth at Castaic Lake Water Agency’s annual Open House event, from 9 am to 2 pm.  For more information??
            DWR Visitor Centers---May marks the traditional start of vacation and travel season when visitation increases at DWR’s three Visitors Centers.  Open for public enjoyment free of charge, these visitor centers are:  Vista del Lago at Pyramid Lake, near Gorman in northern Los Angeles County, just off Interstate 5: Romero Overlook Visitors Center at San Luis Reservoir just off State Highway 152 in Merced County, west of Los Banos; and Lake Oroville Visitors Center, 917 Kelly Ridge Road, overlooking Lake Oroville in scenic Butte County.  For more information, contact the visitor centers: Vista del Lago (661) 294-0219; San Luis (209) 827-5353, and Lake Oroville (530) 538-2219.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Water Awareness Month originated in response to the 1987-1992 multi-year drought to draw public attention to the vital role water plays in California.  

The Save Our Water program is a joint partnership between DWR and Association of California Water Agencies to promote water conservation.  More information is available at www.saveourH20.org.
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