	
News for Immediate Release

	May 5, 2009

	Contacts:
· Don Strickland, Information Officer                                       (916) 653-9515 

· Ted Thomas, Information Officer                                          (916) 653-9712 

· John Ford, Oroville Field Division                                         (530) 521-4918

· 

	               DWR to Test Oroville Dam Emergency Plan 

	

	SACRAMENTO -- The Department of Water Resources (DWR) will implement its Oroville Dam Emergency Action Plan in an all-day, internal exercise Wednesday, May 6. The exercise will simulate a catastrophic failure of the 770-foot-high structure, the tallest dam in the United States.

Required by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the test is conducted periodically to familiarize participants with roles, responsibilities, plans and procedures associated with the Emergency Action Plan.

The exercise, scheduled from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m., will assume that the dam has collapsed, inundating more than one million acres of Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Sacramento, Solano, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties.  Emergency operations centers will be activated at county, regional and state levels.

Oroville Dam creates the main reservoir in the State Water Project system.  The lake covers 15,858 acres and can hold 3,537,577 acre-feet of water.  When full, Lake Oroville has enough water to supply about 40 percent of California’s urban water needs for one year.
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.

	


	Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities. 


