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	Bradford Island Levee Repairs Continue, No Threat to State’s Water Supply

	Sacramento, CA – Work to repair a damaged levee in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta will continue until at least tomorrow. The Department of Water Resources (DWR) reports the risk of a levee breach on Bradford Island has been significantly reduced by the repairs and there is currently no threat to local and State water supply.

The levee was damaged by a freighter that ran aground on Thursday night on the northeastern side of Bradford Island in the San Joaquin River. The impact of the ship caused a portion of the levee to slip away and created a 100-foot crack along the top, though no water has breached the levee. 

Much of the State’s drinking and irrigation water supply comes through the Delta. A serious levee breach and subsequent island flooding would cause saltwater intrusion into the Delta from the San Francisco Bay, contaminating the State’s water supply.

As of 5 p.m. Saturday about 75 percent of the landside levee repair is complete. Work to complete repairs to the waterside of the levee will begin tomorrow at 7 a.m. A National Weather Service flood watch will remain in effect until at least tomorrow morning, and the U.S. Coast Guard and the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office will maintain a 5 m.p.h. no wake zone on the San Joaquin River near Bradford Island during the levee repair efforts.

The DWR Flood Operations Center will continue to coordinate and monitor the situation with local Reclamation District 2059, the U.S. Coast Guard, the National Weather Service, Cal EMA and Contra Costa County. 

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.

Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities. 




