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	DWR Certifies Dutch Slough Restoration Project Final EIR 

Sacramento – The Department of Water Resources has certified and approved the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The EIR is now final for the west Delta wetlands restoration project.  
“Not only is the Dutch Slough Restoration Project truly comprehensive in its scope, but it is identified as an early action project in the recent 2009 water legislation signed by Gov. Schwarzenegger,” said DWR Director Mark Cowin. “One of the primary goals directed by the water package’s new policy is to restore the Delta, and this project shows that new policy in action.”

The project will restore tidal marsh and other native habitats to 1,166 acres of Department-owned land in eastern Contra Costa County near Oakley.  Restored habitats are anticipated to benefit many terrestrial and aquatic species in the Delta, including threatened spring run Chinook salmon, endangered winter run Chinook salmon, and Sacramento splittail.  Because it will restore natural hydrology and increase nutrients in the delta’s aquatic food chain, the project is expected to provide important benefits to the larger Delta ecosystem. 
As the first of several anticipated Delta tidal restoration projects, the Dutch Slough project has been specifically designed to advance scientific understanding of restoration in the Delta. Additionally, the project will provide recreational benefits including public access through more than four miles of trails, shoreline access, and a public park that will be developed by the City of Oakley on 55 acres adjacent to the restoration project.

The Department is working in cooperation with the Department of Fish and Game, State Coastal Conservancy, and Reclamation District 2137 to implement this project. Currently, a design team is working under contract to Reclamation District 2137 to finalize project design with the input of an expert science team with Delta-wide experience.  Project construction is anticipated to begin in 2011. 

SB 1 (x7) (2009) directs DWR to “assist in implementing early action ecosystem restoration projects, including….Dutch Slough tidal marsh restoration.”  Preparation of the EIR was funded by the California Coastal Conservancy and the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program. The total project cost for restoration is anticipated to be $32 million, and will be paid for by the Department of Water Resources, the California Department of Fish and Game, and the State Coastal Conservancy.  The project funds will come from Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006, approved by the voters in November 2006.   

To view the EIR visit: http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/dsmo/ecb/maep/dutchslough.cfm
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	The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs.



