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DWR to Host a Public Meeting to Discuss
Georgiana Slough Non-physical Barrier Project

SACRAMENTO -- The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) proposes to
implement a non-physical fish barrier it hopes will prevent out-migrating Chinook
salmon from entering Georgiana Slough. Georgiana Slough diverges from the south
bank of the Sacramento River and flows into the central Delta.

The public and media are invited to attend an open house and to hear a presentation
from DWR representatives directly involved with the barrier project on December 7 in
Walnut Grove at the Jean Harvie Auditorium. The meeting will be held from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m.

Under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) issued the 2009 Biological and Conference Opinion (BO) for the long term
Operations of the State Water Project and Central Valley Project, for Chinook salmon
and other anadromous fish. This requires DWR to consider engineering solutions to
further reduce the diversion of young salmon into the interior and southern Delta.

DWR staff will discuss how the study will evaluate the effectiveness of Bio-Acoustic
Fish Fence (BAFF) technology -- which combines acoustics and a strobe-lit sheet of
bubbles to create an underwater wall of light and sound at frequencies that repel
juvenile Chinook salmon -- at preventing out migrating salmon smolts from entering
Georgiana Slough. The study will include tagging more than 1000 juvenile Chinook
salmon and tracking their positions and interactions with the BAFF. DWR
representatives will be available to address concerns and answer questions regarding
this project.
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood
control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning,
and plans for future statewide water needs.

Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities.
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