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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FLOWS TO THE FEATHER RIVER TO INCREASE THIS WEEK

Oroville, California – The Department of Water Resources (DWR) increased flows to the
Feather River on March 11 to 13,000 cubic feet per second (cfs). These flows are being
discharged from Lake Oroville through Hyatt Powerplant. Releases to the Feather River
are expected to increase further on or around March 17, when DWR expects to resume
using the flood control spillway to discharge 40,000 cfs to 50,000 cfs, with operations
dependent upon weather, lake inflow and other factors. The flood control spillway was
last used February 27, and work has been underway to reinforce and protect it from
further erosion when it is used again.
Debris removal will continue this week. Approximately 990,000 cubic yards of sediment
and debris below the Flood Control Spillway have been removed by crews working 24
hours per day.
With inflows ranging from approximately 13,000 cfs and 19,000 cfs, Lake Oroville is at
860.9 feet elevation.
Flows to the Feather River are being released through the Thermalito Diversion Dam
and Thermalito Afterbay River Outlet. The low flow section of the Feather River (the
river channel through Oroville) is currently at 5,000 cfs. The total flow to the Feather
River is currently 13,000 cfs.

Due to the potential for increased outflow to the Feather River, DWR advises the public
to avoid the river.
To News Media: For your safety and the safety of crews working in the construction
zone, members of the news media are advised to wear Personal Protection Equipment
(PPEs) – hard hat, reflective vest, and sturdy shoes/boots. Those not following this
guideline will be asked to leave the area.
For information on lake conditions – including lake levels, inflows, and outflows – visit
the Oroville Reservoir page on the California Data Exchange Center.
For more information, visit DWR’s Oroville Spillway Incident web page.
Download images from DWR’s photo gallery. Log-in required for download.
Video available on DWR’s YouTube page.
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