California Conservation Corps

Rick Burnett and Ray Garcia

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again, this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m at a levy on the American River for the DWR and California Conservation Corps flood fight training. I’m out here with Rick Burnett, he’s a flood fight specialist, and we’re over here by the levy near Cal Expo. Rick, what’s going on here today?

Rick Burnett: Well, we have the California Conservation Corps out doing some flood fight training today.  

Zack Cunningham: Okay. What does that entail?
Rick Burnett: Well, we practice different techniques when it comes to sandbagging, different types of configurations of the sandbag to protect homes, structures, and these are the techniques that can give these guys the skill to actually respond well, and do a good job, and possibly save people’s lives and property. 

Zack Cunningham: How many members of the CCC are out here getting trained today?
Rick Burnett: Nathan?

Nathan: we have 165 personnel. 
Zack Cunningham: Do you guys do these trainings often?

Rick Burnett: Annually, at different CCC camps throughout the state. Not just CCC, DWR offers this training up as a public service so there’s no charge for it, but we do other state agencies, we do different county and city public works departments, just about anybody who asks, we’ll come out and do it. 

Zack Cunningham: Are there any other ones coming up soon or is this pretty much it?

Rick Burnett: No, we’ve got Fresno next week, doing some training with CCC there, and we were just in the central coast yesterday and the day before, and we’ve got training set up all the way down to San Diego, and all the way up to Eureka. 
Zack Cunningham:  Great, thanks Rick.   

Rick Burnett: Sure. 

Ray Garcia: (speaking in the background) …you’re building that flush wall so it will hold the floodwater…
Zack Cunningham: Behind me is Ray Garcia, one of the CCC’s flood fight trainers. 

Ray Garcia: …So the water will fill, and come up through the boil.
Zack Cunningham: Ray, could you tell me a little bit about what you guys are building?

Ray Garcia: Okay, right now we’re building a structure called the Half Horseshoe, and it’s built for boils on the levy wall. A boil is when sediment is flowing freely from inside the levy itself; it’s bringing all the material up. It’s usually caused by erosion, or natural wear and tear on the levy. So as we build up on the horseshoe itself, the water will come up, the sandbags counter-balance the flow of the water, which kind of stops the flow within the levy. We’ll try to carry clear water out and keep the sediment in so you know you’re structure is working.

Zack Cunningham: How many different techniques are you guys doing out here today? 

Ray Garcia: We’re doing about seven different techniques. 

Zack Cunningham: Thanks Ray, I appreciate it. 

Ray Garcia: Oh yeah, no problem.  

Zack Cunningham: What are you guys learning out here, have you been out here long?

CCC Trainee: I’ve been here 9 months, and I’ve been through the training already, when I first joined the C’s, I had flood training already.

Zack Cunningham: So you’re just learning some more techniques?

CCC Trainee: Yes. 

Zack Cunningham: Cool, so you’ll be extra prepared if it floods.

CCC Trainee: Yeah.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks. 

CCC Trainee: Sure.

Zack Cunningham: With over a thousand Californians trained in flood fighting this year, and more trainings scheduled as we approach the wet season, our region is ready with well trained staff all across the state to deal with a flood event. For more information about flood fight training, visit the Division of Flood Management at water.ca.gov/floodmgmt.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
