Salmon Out Migration Study

Victor Pacheco and Jim Wilde

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again, this is Zack Cunningham, and today we’re talking about the North-Central Delta Salmon Out Migration Study. I’m here with Jim Wilde, the Project Coordinator for the study, and also Victor Pacheco, Program Manager here at DWR. Thanks for joining me guys. 

Victor Pacheco: Thank you. 

Jim Wilde: Thank you. 
Zack Cunningham: So, on November Tenth we started a pretty serious Salmon migration study, and I think everyone’s pretty aware of the Salmon population issue right now, there’s been a ban on Salmon fishing, we’re concerned about that. There are a lot of reasons for that that we’re still trying to figure out. What are some of the issues with the decline in Salmon population today? 
Victor Pacheco: Some of the causes for the Salmon decline include loss of upstream habitat, changing ocean conditions, loss of available food for them, as well as operations by the projects in the delta.  

Zack Cunningham: What exactly is this study all about, what are we doing with the Salmon?
Victor Pacheco: The objectives of the Salmon Out Migration Study are to understand Salmon movement and survival though the Delta. 

Zack Cunningham: Could you explain a little bit about how we’re doing this study?  
Jim Wilde: Well, what we’re doing is we’re releasing 6,000 Salmon smolt, we’re acoustically tagging them, and we’re going to release them in the Sacramento River around Tower Bridge, down at Georgiana Slough, and Sacramento River at Ryde, during 12 different release periods. We want to know survival among different pathways: what the best pathways are for them to take, for their survival to get to the ocean, and how our project operation, particularly at the Delta Cross Channel influences that. 

Zack Cunningham: What do we hope will come from this study, what are the goals? 

Jim Wilde: Well some of the goals that we want are management tools. We want to understand how these fish are moving, and how our operations impact their out migration. So we want to know how best we can manipulate flows through the delta to ensure their migration, as well as to ensure water quality as we take water from the Sacramento River into the central delta. 

Zack Cunningham: You guys started on November 10th with the initial releases, and you’re already getting some interesting data, right? 
Victor Pacheco:  Exactly. This is, again, a multi-agency study that is providing us information that we’ve never really had before. For example, when we started on November 10th, the gates were put in a half open position in which they’ve never been in before, and so we’re able to obtain some very valuable hydrodynamic data at the cross channel . We’re currently operating the gates on a night closure basis, which again, is providing us with valuable information that we’ve never had before. So a very unique study, a very large study, and we’re getting some valuable information already from it. 

Rick Burnett: Excellent. Well I hope we get what we’re looking for out of this study. 

Victor Pacheco: We’re counting on it. 

Zack Cunningham: Well thank you, guys, for joining me here.  

Victor Pacheco: You’re quite welcome. 
Jim Wilde: Thank you. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
