Podcast # 2 
Carl Torgerson

Alyssa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Matt Notley: Welcome listeners to the DWR Aquacast my name is Matt Notley from the Public Affairs Office here at DWR and today’s question is how does the State Water Project create the highest single lift of water in the world? Joining me today to help answer this question is Carl Torgerson Chief of Operations and Maintenance at DWR. Carl most people would assume water traveling from northern to southern California flows easily down the California Aqueduct but there is some high elevation along the way isn’t there?

Carl Torgerson: That’s correct Matt. And maybe to better help understand we might back up about 600 miles to the north. Our project originates in the Feather River Basin. Water there is collected at our Lake Oroville which is a three and a half million acre foot reservoir where we use it for boating, flood control and to capture the water in the winter time. In the summer time we release water down the Feather River and down the Sacramento River, ultimately to the Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta. There we pick up some of that water at our base plants, lift it about 200 feet and send that south for about 100 miles. Then we get to our San Luis reservoir. Some of the water we pump into San Luis and some of it we continue a little bit further to our Dos Amigos plant. At Dos Amigos we lift it about a 100 feet. Then it will flow about 250 miles to the beginning of the Tehachapi Mountains. We’ll lift it three times for a total of about 1500 feet.

Matt Notley: But that’s not the big lift I here about is it?

 Carl Torgerson: That’s not the big lift, correct. The big lift is after those three smaller lifts. The big lift, the A.D. Edmontson pumping plant, pumps water over the Tehachapi Mountains. It takes up to 780 mega watts to pump that water up that hill 2,000 feet. At the top of the Tehachapi the project splits. The west branch, as we call it, flows to the west and down into Los Angeles to provide drinking water for the metropolitan Los Angeles area. The east branch flows on about another 200 miles down into San Bernardino County and provides water for San Bernardino, San Diego and Riverside Counties.
Matt Notely: Well thanks Carl for taking us on that journey. 

Alyssa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 
