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David Sandino
Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 
Matt Notley: Welcome listeners to the DWR Aquacast. My name is Matt Notley from the Public Affairs Office here at DWR and today’s question is: what is the acronym CEQA and why is it so important to DWR construction? Joining me today to help answer this question is David Sandino, Chief Counsel at DWR. Welcome David. 

David Sandino: My Pleasure to be here.

Matt Notley: So David, CEQA may sound like a word in some foreign language but it’s not to be taken lightly. Why is it so critical to virtually every project undertaken at DWR?

David Sandino: Well CEQA is one of the most important statutes adopted by the legislature to protect the environment. CEQA was adopted by the legislature in 1970 and it stands for the Californian Environmental Quality Act.

Matt Notley: And along with CEQA there’s several reports that must be completed before any project is started, correct?
David Sandino: That’s correct. Before the agency that’s going forward with the project, or considering a project, makes its decision it prepares an environmental document that analyzes the impacts of the project. 

Matt Notley: And how many of these reports is DWR working on right now? 

David Sandino: As we speak DWR is involved in over a dozen major environmental impact reports that have either just been completed or about to be completed or are in litigation. Some examples of these reports are, we’ve just completed a major environmental impact report for the Salton Sea Restoration, we’ve also completed a major environmental impact report for the Truckee River operation agreement. We’re in the process of completing large environmental impact reports for our Oroville relicensing effort and also for our Monterey agreement. 
Matt Notley: Now aside from it being legally mandated for us to comply, why is CEQA important?

David Sandino: CEQA is important because pre-CEQA we had agencies that sometimes would go forward without giving any thought to protecting the environment with their projects. And what CEQA does, it causes agencies like DWR to think carefully about any project that we want to go forward with to make sure it’s as environmentally friendly as possible. 

Matt Notley: Well thank you again for joining us today and helping us answer this important question.

David Sandino: My pleasure to be here.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

