Podcast # 10 Jeanine Jones
Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short pod cast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Matt Notley: Welcome again listeners to the DWR Aquacast. This is Matt Notley in the Public Affairs Office and joining me today is Jeanine Jones, Interstate Resources Manager at DWR. Thanks for joining us Jeanine. 

Jeanine Jones: Well thank you Matt. 

Matt Notley: And today’s question is: This week the governor declared a drought, but why are we in a drought and how does it differ from other droughts that California has experienced? 

Jeanine Jones: Well we’ve had two dry years in a row. Some Southern California communities experienced their driest year of record. This year in Northern California we had a record dry spring and the runoff forecast for the Sierra drainages are fairly low. We’ve also had low storage conditions, and the Colorado River basin has just completed a multi year drought, which has left storage depleted and means that California won’t get any surplus water from the Colorado River. We also have export restrictions in terms of pumping from the Delta to supply the State Water Project and Federal Central Valley Project. And those restrictions mean that agricultural water users and urban water users will not get nearly as much water as they would in normal conditions. 

Matt Notley: And so after two dry years Governor Schwarzenegger declared a drought. It took five years in 1991 for Governor Wilson to declare a drought. Why is it different this time around?

Jeanine Jones: Well a couple of major things really stand out. The regulatory conditions in the Delta have changed greatly with respect to protection of the fishery resource there, which means that much less water is available for export to customers south of the Delta, especially in the San Joaquin Valley where you’ve been hearing the stories about the agricultural impacts there. And we no longer have that ready access to surplus water from the Colorado River which was something that really helped out Southern California during the last drought. 

Matt Notley: And the governor also asked DWR to respond to this drought to help Californians cope with it. So what will DWR be doing?
Jeanine Jones: We’re going to be doing a variety of things. One of the big ones of course is helping facilitate water transfers, for example, to help out those agricultural users in the San Joaquin Valley and also preparing to implement a dry year water purchasing program in 2009 if conditions so dictate. We’re accelerating our development of financial assistance for water conservation and water recycling projects. We’re also working to develop with ACWA and other entities an outreach campaign for citizens encouraging them to use water wisely. And we’re preparing to provide increased technical assistance to water agencies in things such as leak detection or analysis of urban water landscaping uses. The big push here is to help conserve water this year in order to prepare for what may be a dry 2009. 

Matt Notley: Well thank you again for joining us Jeanine and helping us answer these important questions.

Jeanine Jones: Well thank you Matt. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment @water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

