Podcast # 9 John Andrew
Alyssa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Matt Notley: Welcome listeners to the DWR Aquacast. Once again this is Matt Notley in the Public Affairs Office at DWR and joining me today is John Andrew, Executive Manager for Climate Change. Thanks for joining us John. 

John Andrew: You’re welcome. Good to be here Matt.

Matt Notley: John we’ve all been hearing a lot about climate change and one of the buzz words is: carbon footprint. And that we all need to reduce our carbon footprint. So can you explain what a carbon footprint is, and how DWR is reducing its carbon footprint. 

John Andrew: Sure, I mean it really has become a buzz word in the community now. Actually, carbon footprint is all the activities, all the greenhouse gas emissions, from the activities of your business or your household or just your individual life. All the things that you do, it’s adding all that up. And the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions that we’re producing here in California. That’s a real concern for us because we actually have a law now, AB 32, which was signed by the Governor back in 2006, which actually mandates that California roll back its greenhouse gas emissions, roll back its carbon footprint to the 1990 level by 2020. And that’s probably going to mean about a 30 percent reduction in our greenhouse gas emissions here in California.

Matt Notley: And so do we know what DWR represents to the total California green house gas emissions?

John Andrew: Well, our preliminary estimate is that it actually is a very small part of the California greenhouse gas emissions, less than one percent. Far less than one percent of the greenhouse gas emissions in California are associated with DWR activities, or specifically the State Water Project. The reason for that is that the State Water Project actually has a hugely beneficial effect on the climate in the terms of hydroelectricity that it generates. Hydroelectricity makes up about a little over 20 percent of the electricity in California and it’s the largest source of greenhouse gas emission-free electricity that we have. And we’re probably the third largest generator of hydroelectricity in the state and that’s a hugely beneficial impact for our energy system. 
Matt Notely: But there are other portions of our power portfolio that we will eliminate to further reduce our carbon footprint correct?

Jon Andrew: That’s right. When you look at the other parts of our portfolio, even though half of the portfolio is hydroelectricity other sources of power that we have come from natural gas. And we even have some coal in our portfolio from a powerplant that we have partial ownership in north of Las Vegas. Now looking at climate change and the need to reduce our carbon footprint we’ve made the decision to not renew our contract when it comes up for renewal in 2013. 
Matt Notley: Well thanks for joining us John in helping us answer that important question.

John Andrew: You’re welcome. 
Alyssa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment @water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

