Podcast # 4 Ted Sommer
Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Matt Notley: Welcome listeners to the DWR Aquacast. My name is Matt Notley, in the Public Affairs Office here at DWR and joining me today is Ted Sommer, senior environmental scientist at DWR. Thanks for joining us Ted.

Ted Sommer: Thanks for having me. 

Matt Notley: Ted, lately in the media we’ve been reading a lot about the pumping restrictions placed on the state and federal water projects because of a tiny fish called the Delta Smelt. What is the Delta Smelt?

Ted Sommer: It is a small native fish. It grows to be about three inches long. It only lives typically about a year long, smells like cucumbers and it lives only in the San Francisco estuary -- about a 24 mile range. One of the big causes for concern though is that there has been a substantial decline in the fish. We don’t have exact population estimates but we think there has been a decline of at least 90 percent or so, which is why the species is now listed under the Endangered Species Act. 
Matt Notley: So it’s because of this decline that a federal judge made a decision back in December of 2007 to put the restrictions on our pumping. And so what have we learned since these restrictions have been put in place?
Ted Sommer: Well, as a result of the decline of Delta smelt we have a pretty substantial research project going on, probably the most complicated study in the history of the estuary. And definitely the pumping effects are part of the story here, which is why the judge put some restrictions there. But we’ve also been finding there are a lot of other things that have been interacting. One of the things we want to emphasize is that this is really a multiple factor kind of decline. So things that have changed: there are aquatic weeds that have taken over a lot of the shallow water areas that smelt were historically. In addition, there are some clams that have come in and stripped out much of the food web, we’ve also got kind of a toxic soup of variety of chemicals coming in to the estuary. All making conditions not so good for this little fish. 
Matt Notley: Well, thanks for joining us today Ted and helping us answer this important question. 

Ted Sommers: You’re welcome.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

