Aquacast - C.A.S.T. 

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Amy Norris: I’m Amy Norris with the Department of Water Resources and I’m here at Lake Del Valle with Sharon Brown from Southern District for a C.A.S.T. event. Sharon, can you tell us about C.A.S.T.
Sharon Brown:  C.A.S.T. means Catch a Special Thrill, where disabled youth come out and they go fishing with an experienced fisherman. We provide them with a fishing pole and some bait, and they get a t-shirt, a hat. All the stuff they get to take with them.  This event is free. They go out maybe for the first time and go fishing on a boat and they catch fish, and this is what we provide for them.

Amy Norris:  I’m here now with David Lara, with San Joaquin District, and he’s one of the event coordinators.  David, what makes this event special?

David Lara:  What makes it all special and makes it all good is everybody can come together for the kids. Kids that aren’t able to experience going out on a boat, and then at the same time the parents can get that extra relief of seeing their child with that smile, and then those children that caught fish. We have a few boys that came in with a couple of fish and never cleaned a fish in their lives. They were right there able to experience the hand going inside the fish and coming out with the fun stuff. They could maybe never experience this kind of thing if it weren’t for everybody coming together and helping out, and so that’s what makes the event really special.

Amy Norris: Thanks David. And it was a perfect day here at Lake Del Valle, too. Yes, Beautiful.
Amy Norris: I’m here at Lake Del Valle with one of our young fisherman. What’s your name?

Nicholas:  My name is Nicholas, and first at the beginning, I kind of caught a bass. And I caught it my own! We even had to dive in the water with our hands to get it!

Amy Norris:  Cool, alright, thanks Nicholas.

Amy Norris:  The day wrapped up with a ceremony where kids and fishermen received a plaque and some recognition.  

Fisherman:  It was a real pleasure to be part of this.  He could really drive the boat good.  Really had a lot of fun.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

