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CHAPTER 9 
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS 

This chapter contains copies of the comment letters received from local agencies, as listed in Table 9-1. 
Each letter and the responses are provided in a side-by-side format. Responses to comments are numbered 
individually in sequence, corresponding to the numbering assigned to the comments in each comment 
letter. The responses are prepared in answer to the full text of the original comment. 

The Individual Comments include three types of comments. First, Individual Letters with unique 
comments are presented. These comments are grouped alphabetically by the first letter of the last name 
and, within each letter, alphabetically by abbreviation. Second, Comment Cards submitted at public 
workshops. These comments are grouped in the same manner as the Individual Letters. Third, Form 
Letters. Most of the comments received on the Draft PEIR were submitted based upon similar form 
letters. These comments were grouped into five Form Letters, which are presented at the end of this 
chapter. A listing of names that submitted Form Letters 1 through 5 are included in Appendix B. 

Table 9-1 
Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  

Draft Environmental Impact Report 
INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 

Abbreviation Name 
AA Alixandria Andrews 
BA Benny Andres 
CAnderlik Chris Anderlik 
CAnderson Carrie Anderson 
GA Gene Alfred 
JA Jeanne Austin 
QA Quanah Allen 
SA Sol Anshien 
ABeckner Azel Beckner 
SBee Solar Bee (Sandra Walker) 
ABound Aida Bound 
BBurnett Brenda Burnett 
EBretz Ed Bretz 
EBurke Elizabeth Burke 
JBerlin Janet Berlin 
JBonaparte Jessica Bonaparte 
JBrinkerhoff Judy Brinkerhoff 
JBuffington Janet Buffington 
JBurris Julie Burris 
KB Kathy Bledsoe 
LBerensen Linda Berensen 
LBorunda1 Leo Borunda 
LBorunda2 Leo Borunda 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

LBojorquez Lydia Bojorquez 
MBaker Matt Baker 
MBeaudin Mark Beaudin 
MBloomfield Masse Bloomfield 
NBerezansky Nick Berezansky 
NBerry Nancy Berry 
NBrabson Natalie Brabson 
RBennett Richard Bennett 
RBishop Rosemary Bishop 
RBledsoe Richard Bledsoe 
RByerley Rebeca Byerley 
SBeneway Sharon Beneway 
SBee Sandra Walker (represents Solar Bee, Inc.) 
SBeneway Sharon Beneway 
SBilson Steve Bilson 
SBurke Susan Burke 
WB William Bergevin 
BCadam Brendan Cadam 
BCohen Brian Cohen 
DC Damian Cola 
HC Holly Craven 
JC Jennifer Cheyne 
LC Lea Clay 
MCapron Mark Capron 
MClark Montgomery Clark 
MCope Matt Cope 
MFCrandall Maria F Crandall 
MCrandall Marjorie Crandall 
PC Pierre Catala 
RC Robert Chandler 
AD Aaron Dougherty 
BDaily Barbara Daily 
BDonavan Bill Donavan 
DD David Dobbins 
HD Harvey Dufrenne 
ID Irene Dombeck 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

JD Joe Doremire 
LDoely Lani Doely 
LDuecker Leonard Duecker 
MDiaz Martha Diaz 
MDonaghy Mary Donaghy 
PD Pamela Day 
RD Rossi Dudrick 
SD Stephanie Donaldson 
TDavis Therese Davis 
TDowner Tara Downer 
DE Donald Evans 
JFitzrandolph John Fitrandolph 
JFlores Jesus Flores 
JFreeman Johsua Freeman 
JFrink Joe Frink 
KFaulkner Kay Faulkner 
KFisher Kristena Fisher 
KFuller Kelsey Fuller 
VFoster Virginia Foster 
BG Brian Godfrey 
CGianni Clydel Gianni 
CGraney Colleen Graney 
CGroat Candice Groat 
DGilleard Deborah Gilleard 
DGoodyear Dustin Goodyear 
GG Gary Garrison 
JGrace Jordan Grace 
JGuillen Joann Guillen 
NG Natalie Gray 
RG Richard and Hildegard Gruwell 
SG Sue Gardner 
VG Victor Glock 
AHawkins Amy Hawkins 
AHenderson Andrea Henderson 
CHammond Carol Hammond 
CHurley Cliff Hurley 
DH Di Hard 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

EH Ellen Honey 
GH Gary Hoyt 
HH Hazel Holby 
KHackland Keith Hackland 
KHarrison Katherine Harrison 
LHammerschmitt Leland Hammerschmitt 
LHandfelt Leo Handfelt 
MHanrahan Margaret Hanrahan 
MHodie Mark Hodie 
MHunter Mark Hunter 
RHagewood R Hagewood 
RHill Roslyn Hill 
SHunter Salle Huntter 
GI Gary Inhofe 
VI Virginia Iser 
CJ Christina Johnson 
JJ Jean Jones 
MJane Miranda Jane 
MJasper Marilyn Jasper 
SJ Shirley Jones 
TJ Thomas Joyce 
KK Kristen Keenan 
MKing Mary Lee King 
MKnight Martin Knight 
NK Nick Karem 
RKreider Robert Kreider 
RKuzins Rebecca Kuzins 
RKwestel Rona Kwestel 
TKyrzysik Tony Krysik 
TKuaimoku Theresa Kuamoku 
BL Betsy Lyde 
EL Enrique Lozano 
KL Kathryn Lenzenby 
LLeventhal Linda Leventhal 
LLozier Lore Lozier 
MLerg Melinda Lerg 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

MLower Mary Ann Lower 
MLopez Monique Lopez 
PL Patricia Larson 
RLozoya Robert Lozoya 
RLynn Rodney Lynn 
TLin Tonny Lin 
TLindley Tanya Lindley 
AMeyer Allyn Meyer 
AMorris Ann Morris 
BMiles Blake Miles 
BMontes Beth Montes 
CM Claudia Mcniff 
EM Efron Morrison 
GM Gail Miller 
JMcClure James McClure 
JMurphy Judy Murphy 
KMathis-Jones Kimberly Mathis-Jones 
KMclaren Kirk Mclaren 
KMonahan Kerrie Monahan 
MMathis Margaret Mathis 
MMiller Mark Miller 
NMac N.J. Mac 
RMa Richard McKay 
RMb Richard McKay 
TM Teresa Mason 
YM Yasuko Margolis 
LN Lani Nestlen 
ON Ormat Nevada  (Charlene L. Wardlow) 
RNicklen Robert Nicklen 
RNiswander Ruth Niswander 
JO Jackie Otto 
NO Nevi Ozturk 
CPankow Carolyn Pankow 
CPelle Courtney Pelle 
JP Julianne Pach 
KPa Karen Porter 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

KPb Karen Porter 
SPavia Samantha Pavia 
SPeak Sarah Peak 
FR Faith Rosenzweig 
GR George Ray 
HR Hailee Ra 
JReed Janis Reed 
JRinger Jo Ellen Ringer 
MR Mary Sue Rose 
PR Patrick Russell 
RRobinson Robert Robinson 
RRooney R. Kathleen M. Rooney 
RRubin Ron Rubin 
SRaynor Sue Raynor 
SRogers Stephen Rogers 
TR Theresa Rohloff 
BSchulman Beth Schulman 
BStevenson Barry and Sandy Stevenson 
BStreiff Beth Streiff 
CShields Clyde Shields 
CSiperstein-Cook Courtney Siperstein-Cook 
CSmith Courtney Smith 
CSwitzer Cheryl Switzer 
DShefchik Donny Shefchik 
DSpors Denise Spors 
ES Ellen Stern 
FS Frank Schubert 
GS Gary Simon 
JSpector Judy Spector 
JStovall James Stovall 
JSullivan Jason Sullivan 
KSM Kathleen Smith-Myler 
MSebour Margaret Sebour 
MSwartz Monica Swartz 
NS Nancy Smith 
PS Patti Shanks 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

RSchilling R.S. Schilling  
RSeverin Rick Severin 
RSpeed Richard Speed 
SSage Sybil Sage 
SSchedell Scott Schedell 
SStation Stephen Station 
BTR Brian Tait-Russell 
CThistle Carrie Thistle 
CTrinkaus Carmela Trinkaus 
FT Felicia Tascon 
JTaylor Jennifer Taylor 
JThompson John and Elena Thompson 
LT Leonard Thomas 
PT Peter Tigler 
RT Richard Thanner 
VT Vera Taylor 
RU Robert and Renna Ulvang 
DV Donald Van Wieren 
WV Wayne Vernon 
AW Anna Wagemann 
CWansley Candy Wansley 
CWebb Carol Webb 
DWelles Damaris Welles 
DWellman David Wellman 
DWickerd Donna Wickerd 
EW Ed Wagner 
HW Harmut Walter 
JW Jennifer Wyatt 
LWead Lucinda Wead 
LWinslow Lynda Winslow 
OW Olive Wilson 
PW Phoenicia Fontainne Welch 
RW R.H. Woolston 
SWeinbert-Harter Susan Weinberg-Harter 
Swickliffe Steve Wickliffe 
DY Duane Lee Young 
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Table 9-1 

Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS 
Abbreviation Name 

KY Kimberly Yang 
JZ Joe Zuback 
VZ Valerie Zachary 
S&F Susan and Frank (name not legible) 

COMMENT CARDS 
Abbreviation Name 

RChandler Robert Chandler 
DCharpied Donna Charpied 
LCharpied Larry Charpied 
MClancy Myron Clancy 
TDeckers Ted Deckers 
LDriggers Loyd and Karen Driggers 
SHerbert Sonia Herbert 
MHulls Mary Hulls 
JJohnson June Johnson 
JKariotis John Kariotis 
TMcKiney Thomas McKiney 
CNess Carlene Ness 
LNess Loren Ness 
SNuyen Sherrie Nuyen 
POberg Pat Oberg 
SPalmer Shirley Palmer 
SPetroff Steven Petroff 
PQuill Paul Quill 
CRound Chuck Round 
KRyan Ken and Maureen Ryan 
RSchall Richard Schall 
RScott Robert Scott 
RSpears Ronald Spears 
SSymington Sandy Symington 
JTrout Jerry Trout 
RValentine Ronald and Lynda Valentine 
BWilson Benjamin and Dolores Wilson 
Anonymous 1 Anonymous 1 
Anonymous 2 Anonymous 2 
Anonymous 3 Anonymous 3 
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Individual Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

FORM LETTERS 
Form Letter 1 
Form Letter 2 
Form Letter 3 
Form Letter 4 
Form Letter 5 
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Alixandria Andrews (AA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA-1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for 
the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on 
the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air 
quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air 
quality impacts from the restoration project, and includes other 
measures and design considerations that would work to protect water 
quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and 
the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, 
followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Benny Andres (BA)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BA-1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BA-2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BA-1 

The Salton Sea is a dynamic ecosystem and changes over time. 
Therefore, using a specific year or static timeframe to define and shape 
the restoration of the Salton Sea would be challenging as even a 
restored Salton Sea will continue to change over time. Therefore, the 
Draft PEIR does not seek to define restoration by selecting a specific 
historical timeframe. Rather the Draft PEIR follows the legislative 
directive and alternatives seek to provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. 

BA-2 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-
term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and 
diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) 
Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. (3) 
Protection of water quality.” All of the alternatives meet the legislative 
objectives to varying degrees. The No Action Alternative is a 
requirement of CEQA and is not intended to meet the legislative 
objectives. 
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BA (cont.)  

 

 

 

 

 

BA-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BA-4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BA-3 

Much of the Salton Sea “playa” that may result in dust emissions and 
potentially exacerbate particulate matter and air quality problems in 
Imperial and Riverside counties is currently under water. As a result, it 
has been difficult to perform necessary scientific investigations to directly 
study and assess the potential emissivity of sea bottom sediments. 
Instead, the Draft PEIR estimates potential emissions and describes and 
compares the potential air quality impacts of several restoration 
alternatives, based on conservative assumptions of playa emissivity, 
available data on site-specific meteorology and ambient air quality, 
results of sampling and analysis of soil and sediment composition, expert
knowledge of salt chemistry and crust formation, observations of dust 
events reported by area residents and scientists, and results of wind 
tunnel measurements and other tests conducted by the Desert Research 
Institute on recently exposed playa areas adjacent to the Salton Sea. 
The Draft PEIR then identifies a “toolbox” of possible dust control 
measures and their relative effectiveness, based on proven performance 
in other playa-like areas, informed opinions from regulatory agencies, 
and input from technical experts, including the Salton Sea Authority. The 
data and information available at the time of the preparation of the Draft 
PEIR were used, including the available results from the studies listed 
above. More detailed studies of playa emissivity, potential human health 
effects, and pilot projects of control measure effectiveness could be 
conducted during project-specific analysis. 

BA-4 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, a variety of actions have 
been identified that could be implementing within the five year timeframe 
after the Legislature provides direction to mover forward with a 
restoration program and identifies an implementing agency. These 
actions include measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties.  

 

 
Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-12 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments 

dd 

BA (cont.)  

 

 

 
BA-5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BA-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BA-7 
 
 
 

BA-8 
 
 
 
 
 

BA-9 
 

BA-10 

BA-5 
Current conditions do not allow for direct studies of playa emissions 
or control measures at the Salton Sea, because most of the future 
playa is covered by water. Much of the currently available 
information on playa emissions and dust control measures has been 
developed during detailed studies at Owens Lake, under both 
controlled and uncontrolled conditions. Playa stabilization 
information and suitable examples of successful dry lake bed dust 
control projects are limited. As a result, the Owens Lake playa was 
used as an example in Appendix H-3 discussions of emissions rates 
and potential dust control measures for the future Exposed Playa.  
With regard to the emissions estimation in Appendix E3 of the Draft 
PEIR, the comparison to Owens Lake was a comparison of wind and 
meteorological data, wind tunnel studies, and observations of playa 
crusts. The emissions analysis presented in the Draft PEIR was not 
based on the Owens Lake data, but rather was based on available 
complete, quality assured, meteorological and ambient air quality 
data sets from both ends of the Salton Sea, and available results of 
wind tunnel measurements and other tests conducted by the Desert 
Research Institute on recently exposed playa areas adjacent to the 
Salton Sea.   

BA-6 
The Draft PEIR does not suggest that water demand from outside 
the Salton Sea Air Basin should, in any way, play a role in selecting 
a preferred alternative or a viable dust mitigation plan. Rather, the 
Draft PEIR explains that implementation of the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement, the Imperial Irrigation District Water 
Conservation and Transfer Project, plus other foreseeable actions 
both within and outside of the watershed, would result in the Salton 
Sea receiving substantially less inflow from its main tributaries and 
from direct farm runoff in the future. As compared to its long-term 
historic average annual inflow of about 1.3 million acre-feet, the Draft 
PEIR estimates that the by the end of the 75-year study period, the 
average annual inflow to the Salton Sea would be about 717,000 
acre-feet. This represents an inflow reduction of nearly 600,000 
acre-feet per year. The predicted lower inflow levels would shrink the 
size of the Salton Sea and expose tens of thousands of acres of 
previous inundated seabed or “playa”. Results from modeling of the 
water resources available under each alternative were used to 
predict the amount of Exposed Playa under the various alternatives 
studied.  
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BA (cont.)   

At the Salton Sea Air Quality Working Group meeting on March 14, 2006, and 
at the Salton Sea Advisory Committee meeting on March 16, 2006, playa 
stabilization and dust mitigation approaches, as well as the potential extent of 
the Exposed Playa, were discussed. It was the consensus of the Salton Sea 
Advisory Committee that, for planning future dust control measures, it would 
be prudent to assume that up to 70 percent of the Exposed Playa would 
become emissive. It was assumed that 50 percent of the Exposed Playa would 
use Air Quality Management, such as water efficient vegetation, and 20 
percent would use other Air Quality Management measures (see Table 10-14, 
page 10-36, in the Draft PEIR).  
The consensus at both meetings regarding these Air Quality Management 
technologies was as follows:  

the dust control “toolbox” will remain open, with active research and 
development and an adaptive management approach taken to 
control playa emissions as needed. The group also indicated the 
need to allocate 1 foot of water per acre over 50 percent of the 
exposed area for dust control, and to retain vegetation as one of the 
water-using measures in the toolbox, without specification of 
irrigation technology. Water efficient vegetation, as described in the 
PEIR, was selected as a reasonable “placeholder” approach for 
planning purposes, due to its proven effectiveness for stabilizing 
large playa areas, while making efficient use of water.  Regulatory 
agencies currently consider water efficient vegetation to represent a 
Best Available Control Measure (BACM) for dust from open, 
disturbed land areas. 

A complete description of the methodology used in determining the Air Quality 
Management approaches and analyzing the estimated air emissions for each 
alternative is presented in Chapter 10 of the Draft PEIR, pages 10-25 to 10-31. 

BA-7 
See response to comments BA-3 and BA-4. Additional air quality research 
would be appropriate to conducted during project-level analysis.  

BA-8 
Irrigated, water efficient vegetation is considered a placeholder dust control 
technology in the Draft PEIR. This proven approach is considered Best 
Available Control Measure (BACM) for Exposed Playa, as required by state 
and local air quality agencies, and control efficiencies achieved in practice are 
used in agency planning processes. The use of water efficient vegetation as 
one of a possible number of dust control measures that can be used to 
stabilize Exposed Playa at the Salton Sea is based on ongoing work at Owens 
Lake and on expert opinion from air quality scientists and regulatory agencies.  
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BA (cont.)   

The control efficiency estimates used in the Draft PEIR for water efficient 
vegetation are based on a conservative application of data from the 
observed performance of vegetation at Owens Lake. At that site, which is 
subjected to a wide range of wind speeds and climatic conditions, 10 
percent ground cover by vegetation was shown to practically halt sand 
motion and resultant playa emissions (see page H3-17 and H3-19 of the 
Draft PEIR). Therefore, assuming that 95 percent control efficiency would be 
achieved by 20 percent vegetative cover on the Salton playa has been 
deemed to be reasonable. Emissions mechanisms and control efficiency 
estimates for various dust control approaches could be refined during 
project-level analysis. 

BA-9 
Information on the water demands for water efficient vegetation were based 
on reference evapotranspiration (ET0)  data from around the Salton Sea and 
consumptive use calculations for the Air Quality Management shrub species, 
Atriplex (saltbush). These calculations were based on crop coefficient 
curves developed by Steinwand et al. (2001), and ET0 data from Brawley, 
California. The information supporting the estimation of 1.2 acre-feet per 
year needed for long-term maintenance of water efficient vegetation is 
documented in Appendix H-3, Attachment 3, Unit-area Water Demands. 

BA-10 
Several studies have been conducted by industry groups, air regulators, and 
others on the suitability and effectiveness of chemical stabilizers. Generally, 
chemical stabilizers have been shown effective, to varying degrees, 
primarily on roads, parking lots, and locally disturbed areas. The application 
of chemical surface treatments to saline playas has not been proven for 
extensive land areas. A discussion of the use of chemical stabilizers was 
presented by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation at the March 14, 2006 Salton 
Sea Air Quality Workgroup meeting, the notes for which can be found at 
http://www.saltonsea.water.ca.gov. Information on chemical treatment and 
stabilization products is presented in the Draft PEIR in Appendix H-3, pages 
H3-24 and H3-25. 
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BA (cont.)  

 

 

 

 

 

BA-11 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BA-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BA-13 

 

BA-14 

 
 

BA-11 

The purchase or creation of offsetting emission reduction credits 
discussed in the Draft PEIR was in reference to the four-step air 
quality mitigation strategy proposed by Imperial Irrigation District as 
part of its Water Conservation and Transfer Project Mitigation, 
Monitoring, and Reporting Program (IID, 2003), and required 
pursuant to the State Water Resources Control Board Order 2002-
0013 (SWRCB, 2002). This mitigation measure would require 
negotiations with local air pollution control districts to develop a long 
term program for creating or purchasing offsetting PM10 emission 
reduction credits. In practice, when facilities or operations that emit 
air pollutants reduce emissions beyond what the law requires, they 
create emission credits, which may be used by facilities and projects 
in the same geographic area that are seeking to increase emissions. 
This type of emission reduction strategy was not proposed for 
offsetting air emissions from the program-level alternatives studied in 
the Draft PEIR. Offsets and other mitigation measures could be 
considered as part of project-level analysis. 

BA-12 

See response to comments BA-3 and BA-4. The State did perform 
several air quality studies on the potential for exposed playa-like 
areas adjacent to the seashore to become emissive (See 
http://www.saltonsea.water.ca.gov/documents/# under Reference 
Documents and Program Documents). Many of these studies provide 
the basis for the air quality analysis in the Draft PEIR. 

The creation of a salt crust, as described in Alternative 7, remains a 
viable mitigation approach for some areas of the Exposed Playa. 
Additional studies on salt chemistry, mineralization, and overall 
control efficiencies for salt crusts would be appropriate to conduct 
during project-level analysis. Any proposed mitigation measures 
must be as least as efficient as measures currently recognized by the 
air regulatory agencies as Best Available Control Measures (BACM). 
The air quality impacts for Alternative 7 were estimated to be higher 
than those of other alternatives, because this alternative did not 
identify air quality management methods for about 40,000 acres of 
Exposed Playa not covered by the proposed Protective Salt Flat. 
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BA (cont.)   

BA-13 

See response to comments BA-3, BA-4, and BA-12. Several studies of 
playa-like areas adjacent to the seashore, including areas with salt crust 
formations, were conducted by the Desert Research Institute. Results of 
these and other air quality studies, as well as results from Salton Sea soil 
and sediment sampling and analytical studies, were used to estimate the 
potential uncontrolled and controlled dust emissions associated with the 
alternatives. Several of these studies are discussed in Appendix E of the 
Draft PEIR. Appendix E, Attachment E4, “Constituents of Potential Concern 
in Sediments and Soils, and their Potential to Affect Human Health”, 
specifically addresses the potential health effects that might be associated 
with human exposure to fugitive dust and constituents of potential concern in 
near-shore soils and sediments, including existing salt crusts. 

BA-14 

The Draft PEIR acknowledges that the tool (MacDougall Method) for playa 
emissions estimation was developed to provide a comparison of the 
alternatives (one of the overall objectives of the PEIR), and was not supported 
by sufficient information to provide precise estimates of emission rates. The 
relationship between precipitation and humidity is only one of many factors 
that may affect emissivity and the results of emissions modeling. Other factors 
that influence emissivity include meteorological conditions (e.g., average and 
peak wind speeds, threshold wind velocities, high wind events, ambient 
temperatures, wind fetch distance, etc.), land type reservoirs (e.g., stable vs. 
unstable crust conditions, disturbed vs. undisturbed land, etc.), and the area or 
size of Exposed Playa. The emissions estimates presented in the Draft PEIR 
(as explained in Appendix E, Attachment E3) were developed through review 
of available, complete, and quality assured meteorological data, assumptions 
about land types, estimates of exposed areas, and results of wind tunnel 
measurements and other tests conducted at the Salton Sea by the Desert 
Research Institute. Results obtained from the modeling are preliminary, but 
have proven useful in comparing the alternatives to one another. Emissions 
estimates and air quality impacts could be further refined and analyzed as part 
of project-level analysis. 
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BA (cont.)  
 

BA-14 
cont. 
BA-15 

 
 
 

BA-16 
 
 
 
 

BA-17 
 

BA-15 

Identification of the environmentally superior alternative is required 
pursuant to Sections 15120 and 15126.6(e)(2) of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. To identify the 
environmentally superior alternative, each of the action alternatives 
was evaluated based on the significance thresholds in Appendix G of 
the CEQA Guidelines for each resource category. The alternative with 
the fewest adverse impacts for each resource category was identified 
as the environmentally superior alternative. According to information 
in the Draft PEIR, Alternative 3 had the fewest adverse impacts and 
was therefore named the environmentally superior alternative. 

BA-16 

Considerable information exists on air quality conditions of the Owens 
Lake playa, as presented in reference documents found on the 
program website, http://www.saltonsea.water.ca.gov. Comparisons 
between the Salton Sea and Owens Lake are not unsubstantiated. As 
discussed in response to comment BA-5, the comparisons between 
the two areas help to explain important processes and mechanisms, 
and have helped guide the initial planning process for air quality 
management and impact assessments for alternatives studied at the 
Salton Sea. 

BA-17 

The Resources Agency, DWR, DFG, and their consultant, CH2M 
HILL, have conducted an objective analysis of all of the alternatives. 
This analysis has included extensive input from the legislatively-
mandated Salton Sea Advisory Committee, the various Working 
Groups formed by the Committee, and interested organizations, 
agencies, and individuals. Great care was taken during the 
preparation of the Draft PEIR to analyze all of the alternatives with 
common assumptions and an equal level of detail to allow for an 
equal comparison among the alternatives and to not single out any of 
the alternatives. Alternative 7 was in no way singled out for criticism 
or downplayed.  
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Chris Anderlik (CAnderlik)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAnderlik-1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAnderlik-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton 
Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does 
not raise any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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Carrie Anderson (CAnderson)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Canderson-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAnderson-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for 
the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on 
the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air 
quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air 
quality impacts from the restoration project, and includes other 
measures and design considerations that would work to protect water 
quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and 
the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, 
followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for 
the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on 
the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air 
quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air 
quality impacts from the restoration project, and includes other 
measures and design considerations that would work to protect water 
quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and 
the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, 
followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality 
impacts from the restoration project, and includes other measures and 
design considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under 
the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline 
Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, followed by 
inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the 
Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat 
Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows 
into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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ABeckner-1 

The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this 
Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for 
Resources incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the 
extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These 
measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage 
emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes 
actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result 
from construction and operations and maintenance activities. 

ABeckner-2 

While the Preferred Alternative utilizes proven methods to minimize dust 
emissions, the Preferred Alternative also recognizes that there may be 
changes in technology in the future and/or innovate technologies that could be 
used to minimize dust emissions. It would be appropriate for the implementing 
agency to thoroughly test any new technology at the Salton Sea prior to use of 
the technology on a large scale. 

ABeckner-3 

The Draft PEIR indicates that, based on available data, windspeeds in the 
vicinity of the northern end of the Salton Sea seldom exceed threshold 
windspeeds, resulting in no predicted emissions in the model used to 
evaluate alternatives. However, the evaluation tool was designed to 
provide a relative comparison of air quality among alternatives, and not to 
produce an exact absolute level of emissions. This level of analysis is 
considered appropriate for evaluation of alternatives at the programmatic 
level.  

More detailed meteorological data being collected. Greater detail regarding 
the layout and exact form of structures and surfaces in specific projects 
would be available for future emissions source mapping and windfield 
analyses. It is anticipated that project-level analysis could employ these 
more precise tools. These tools may indicate that local windspeeds 
periodically exceed threshold windspeeds for surfaces in the northern 
Salton Sea, and produce more exact absolute dust emission results.  
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Should this be the case, appropriate monitoring and mitigation is foreseen in 
the Draft PEIR. Where dust emissions are predicted or observed by the 
extensive proposed monitoring network, short-term and long-term dust 
control is planned for deployment. See Appendix H-3 of the Draft PEIR for 
discussions of emissions monitoring and development and deployment of 
dust control onto the playa surface. 

ABeckner-4 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the 
maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority 
for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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BBurnett-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat 
Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as 
tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline 
Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that 
currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of 
construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the 
sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the most cost-effective, technically 
feasible alternatives are Alternative 2 and 5. However, the selection criteria for 
the Preferred Alternative included additional criteria identified by the Salton Sea 
Advisory Committee along with input from the public. Refer to Chapter 3 of this 
Final PEIR for additional information. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-34 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments 

dd 

Judy Brinkerhoff (JBrinkerhoff) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

JBrinkerhoff-1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JBrinkerhoff-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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JBurris-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-41 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments 

dd 

Leo Borunda1 (LBorunda1)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LBorunda1-1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LBorunda1-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the 
importation of water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean 
were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in Chapter 
2, these alternatives were considered but were not carried forward as 
alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of 
California was not carried forward because the alternative does not 
meet the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State would not legally
be able to control or have access to the portion of the project that would 
be located in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from the 
Pacific Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the 
potential to have substantial biological and water quality impacts in the 
Pacific Ocean and thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the 
necessary permits and approvals.  

The PEIR is a culmination of an extensive public involvement process 
that included many comments from residents expressing their views 
and visions for the Salton Sea. A desire to maintain a whole Sea was 
expressed strongly during the public process and whole Sea 
alternatives were considered in the Draft PEIR. 
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LBorunda2-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean were described in 
Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were 
considered but were not carried forward as alternatives in the Draft. The 
importation of water from the Gulf of California was not carried forward because 
the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State 
would not legally be able to control or have access to the portion of the project 
that would be located in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from 
the Pacific Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the 
potential to have substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific 
Ocean and thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits 
and approvals. 
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LBojorquez-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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MBaker-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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MBeaudin-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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MBloomfield-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean were described in 
Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were 
considered but were not carried forward as alternatives in the Draft. The 
importation of water from the Gulf of California was not carried forward because 
the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State 
would not legally be able to control or have access to the portion of the project 
that would be located in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from 
the Pacific Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the 
potential to have substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific 
Ocean and thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits 
and approvals. 
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NBerezansky-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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RBennett-3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RBennett-4 
 
 

RBennett-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  

RBennett-2 

Refer to response to comment RBennett-1 above. 

RBennett-3 

As identified by the commenter, determining monetary values and conducting a 
cost-benefits analysis is not a requirement of CEQA. Such an analysis could be 
conducted in the future. 

RBennett-4 

Refer to response to comment RBennett-1 above. 
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RBennett-4 
cont. 
RBennett-5 
 
 

RBennett-6 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RBennett-7 
 

RBennett-5 

The importance of the Salton Sea ecosystem for birds is described in Chapter 1 
(starting on page 1-3) and throughout Chapter 8 of the Draft PEIR. It is not 
possible to determine whether or not birds absolutely need the Salton Sea 
ecosystem or if they use it because they can. However, as described in Chapter 
1 of the Draft PEIR, there is scientific evidence that indicates that the Salton 
Sea is an important resource along the Pacific Flyway.  

RBennett-6 

Refer to response to comment RBennett-3 above. 

RBennett-7 

Water use in the southern California area, including the Imperial and Coachella 
valleys is outside of the scope of this project. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The Preferred Alternative would provide a similar amount of Saline Habitat 
Complex as would have been provided under Alternative 2. See Chapter 3 of 
this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred Alternative. 
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RByerley-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat 
Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as 
tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline 
Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently 
exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of 
construction methods including Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the 
sea). 
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RByerley-1 (cont.) 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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SBee-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SB-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 

 

Attachments to this comment are included in Appendix A of this Final PEIR. 
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SBeneway-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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SBilson-1 

While the responsibility for the future environmental and financial costs of the 
IID Water Conservation and Transfer Project is outside of the scope of the Draft 
PEIR, the State has entered into an agreement regarding the allocation of these 
costs. As described in the Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers 
Authority Agreement, under the IID Water Conservation and Transfer Project 
and Quantification Settlement Agreement, the State would be responsible for 
the costs for environmental mitigation requirements in excess of $133 million. 
Section 9.2 of the Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority 
Agreement, however, provides that the amount of such costs shall be 
determined by the affirmative vote of three of the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement Joint Powers Authority Agreement commissioners, including the 
commissioner representing the state, which determination shall be reasonably 
made. The Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority 
Agreement was executed in October 2003, and changes to this agreement are 
outside of the scope of the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program.  
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SBilson-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SBilson-2 

Refer to response to comment SBilson-1 above. 
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SBilson-3 

Refer to response to comment SBilson-1 above 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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WB-1 

The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for Resources 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures 
include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive 
areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and 
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from 
construction and operations and maintenance activities. 

WB-2 

While the Preferred Alternative utilizes proven methods to minimize dust 
emissions, the Preferred Alternative also recognizes that there may be changes 
in technology in the future and/or innovate technologies that could be used to 
minimize dust emissions. It would be appropriate for the implementing agency 
to thoroughly test any new technology at the Salton Sea prior to use of the 
technology on a large scale. 

WB-3 
The Draft PEIR indicates that, based on available data, windspeeds in the 
vicinity of the northern end of the Salton Sea seldom exceed threshold 
windspeeds, resulting in no predicted emissions in the model used to 
evaluate alternatives. However, the evaluation tool was designed to provide 
a relative comparison of air quality among alternatives, and not to produce 
an exact absolute level of emissions. This level of analysis is considered 
appropriate for evaluation of alternatives at the programmatic level.  

More detailed meteorological data being collected. Greater detail regarding 
the layout and exact form of structures and surfaces in specific projects 
would be available for future emissions source mapping and windfield 
analyses. It is anticipated that project-level analysis could employ these 
more precise tools. These tools may indicate that local windspeeds 
periodically exceed threshold windspeeds for surfaces in the northern Salton 
Sea, and produce more exact absolute dust emission results.  

Should this be the case, appropriate monitoring and mitigation is foreseen in 
the Draft PEIR. Where dust emissions are predicted or observed by the 
extensive proposed monitoring network, short-term and long-term dust 
control is planned for deployment. See Appendix H-3 of the Draft PEIR for 
discussions of emissions monitoring and development and deployment of 
dust control onto the playa surface. 
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WB-4 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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BCadam-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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BCohen-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic 
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®. 
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The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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BCohen-2 

The CRBRWQCB has a draft Numeric Target for phosphorus in the Salton Sea 
of 35 ug/L. Model results presented in Appendix D of the Draft PEIR for the 
current level of phosphorus input (considered a worst case scenario) show the 
draft objective for phosphorus would not be met in any of the alternatives. The 
scenario for 50 percent phosphorus concentration reduction indicates that the 
Marine Sea of Alternatives 5 through 7 would achieve the numeric target of 35 
ug/L for total phosphorus, while the Marine Sea in Alternative 8 would be close. 
However, the shallow water habitats would still be phosphorus rich and highly 
productive. With a 90 percent reduction in phosphorus concentration, it appears 
possible to achieve the eutrophication goals. While such an aggressive 
reduction in phosphorus concentration may not be achievable, various 
mitigation actions can be implemented to reduce phosphorus concentrations 
that may approach this level.   

The CRBRWQCB indicates in their comments that the Mexicali II Wastewater 
Treatment Plant is expected to reduce total phosphorus loads into the Salton 
Sea by about 10 percent. In addition, the CRBRWQCB indicates that successful 
implementation of the draft Nutrient TMDL would reduce phosphorus loads from 
agricultural activities into the Salton Sea by an additional 30 percent. The 
concentration of phosphorus in inflows to the Salton Sea from these load 
reductions has not been determined for the restoration project. Project level 
analysis should obtain additional nutrient data, refine model efforts, determine 
inflow phosphorus concentration reductions from the load reductions, and 
evaluate additional potential mechanisms for reducing phosphorus loads to the 
Salton Sea. 

BCohen-3 

See response to comment BCohen-1. This Preferred Alternative, as 
required by legislation, provides a vision for the restoration of the Salton Sea 
ecosystem. The 75-year life of the project makes it unlikely that the 
Preferred Alternative will be constructed exactly as described in Chapter 3. 
Rather, the Preferred Alternative represents a starting point for a Salton Sea 
restoration plan that is adaptable, flexible, sustainable, and functions under 
a wide variety of conditions that may arise over the course of the next 75 
years. 
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BCohen-4 

Very early on in the State’s process, a number of documents, including the 
Notice of Preparation were translated in Spanish. The Resources Agency 
provided these documents at public outreach meetings in the Salton Sea 
watershed, and made these documents available on the State’s Salton Sea 
website. After public release of the document, Spanish language versions of 
both a Frequently Asked Questions Sheet and Fact Sheet were made available 
and a contact phone number of a State Team member that would be able to 
answer question in Spanish was provided for those interested. 

BCohen-5 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states 
that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment 
of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and 
shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the 
restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” The state is not required 
to provide recreation and economic opportunities. Further, the Salton Sea 
restoration legislation, Fish and Game Code Section 2081.8, provides:  

“[t]he Resources Agency shall undertake the necessary activities 
to assess the protection of recreational opportunities, including, but 
not limited to, hunting, fishing, boating, and birdwatching, and the 
creation of opportunities for improved local economic conditions, 
surrounding the Salton Sea. The Resources Agency shall not 
undertake any of those activities if the agency determines they 
would constitute a project purpose for environmental 
documentation that is prepared pursuant to Section 2081.7” 
(emphasis added). 
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BCohen-6 

Project funding is outside of the scope of the Draft PEIR. However, as 
required by the project’s legislative mandates, a Funding Plan has been 
prepared for the Preferred Alternative. This Funding Plan identifies a variety 
of potential sources of funding for restoration actions at the Salton Sea. The 
Funding Plan and potential funding sources would be more appropriately 
considered by the Legislature when it provides direction on implementing of 
a restoration program and identifies a future implementing agency. 

BCohen-7 

The language in the Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 
2931(c)(1-3)) states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term 
stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish 
and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts 
from the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” All of the 
alternatives meet the legislative objectives to varying degrees.  

BCohen-8 

Refer to response to comment BCohen-1 and BCohen-3 above. 
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DC-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

While the Salton Sea (the Marine Sea) would be smaller than its current size, as 
noted above, the project’s legislative mandate requires consideration of a 
variety of components beyond just the size of the Salton Sea.  

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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MCapron-1 

Comments submitted on the Draft PEIR are used for the purposes of the 
project’s CEQA compliance. These comments are not distributed to other 
agencies, individuals, or organizations prior to distribution of the Final PEIR.  

Consistent with the process for preparation of Environmental Impact Reports, 
another or second Draft PEIR is not being prepared for the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. Rather, comments received on the Draft PEIR 
are responded to in the Final PEIR.  

MCapron-2 

The Preferred Alternative is described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR. Although 
it does not include algae farming, such farming could be considered during 
future project-level analysis if it is related to restoration actions at the Salton 
Sea. Algae production at the Salton Sea could also be considered as a 
separate project by other individuals, corporations, or agencies. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean were described in 
Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were 
considered but were not carried forward as alternatives in the Draft. The 
importation of water from the Gulf of California was not carried forward because 
the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State 
would not legally be able to control or have access to the portion of the project 
that would be located in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from 
the Pacific Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the 
potential to have substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific 
Ocean and thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits 
and approvals 
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MFCrandall-1 

The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for Resources 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures 
include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive 
areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from 
construction and operations and maintenance activities. 

MFCrandall-2 

While the Preferred Alternative utilizes proven methods to minimize dust 
emissions, the Preferred Alternative also recognizes that there may be changes 
in technology in the future and/or innovate technologies that could be used to 
minimize dust emissions. It would be appropriate for the implementing agency 
to thoroughly test any new technology at the Salton Sea prior to use of the 
technology on a large scale. 
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MFCrandall-3 
The Draft PEIR indicates that, based on available data, windspeeds in the 
vicinity of the northern end of the Salton Sea seldom exceed threshold 
windspeeds, resulting in no predicted emissions in the model used to 
evaluate alternatives. However, the evaluation tool was designed to provide 
a relative comparison of air quality among alternatives, and not to produce 
an exact absolute level of emissions. This level of analysis is considered 
appropriate for evaluation of alternatives at the programmatic level.  
More detailed meteorological data being collected. Greater detail regarding 
the layout and exact form of structures and surfaces in specific projects 
would be available for future emissions source mapping and windfield 
analyses. It is anticipated that project-level analysis could employ these 
more precise tools. These tools may indicate that local windspeeds 
periodically exceed threshold windspeeds for surfaces in the northern Salton 
Sea, and produce more exact absolute dust emission results.  
Should this be the case, appropriate monitoring and mitigation is foreseen in 
the Draft PEIR. Where dust emissions are predicted or observed by the 
extensive proposed monitoring network, short-term and long-term dust 
control is planned for deployment. See Appendix H-3 of the Draft PEIR for 
discussions of emissions monitoring and development and deployment of 
dust control onto the playa surface. 

MFCrandall-4 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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The geology of the region was address in Chapter 9 and Appendix H-4 of the 
Draft PEIR. The Draft PEIR recognizes and discusses the regional soils, 
geology, and seismicity, and includes a discussion of design criteria and 
considerations for the various project facilities. Appendix H-4 includes detailed 
information on design criteria and considerations for the proposed rock-filled 
Barrier. 

As described in the Draft PEIR, all facilities should be designed and constructed 
to comply with applicable laws and engineering design standards to minimize 
the risk of failure. Additionally, the risk of failure of different facilities due to 
seismic events could be addressed in more detail during project-level analysis. 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, under the Preferred Alternative, 
Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the 
highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. Any water 
not needed for these three areas would be delivered to the Brine Sink. The Air 
Quality Management area has the highest priority because emissions may pose 
a human health risk and exceedance of specific emissions levels are prohibited 
by federal and state regulations. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were considered but were not 
carried forward as alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the 
Gulf of California was not carried forward because the alternative does not meet
the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to 
control or have access to the portion of the project that would be located in the 
Republic of Mexico.  
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HD-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states 
that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment 
of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and 
shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the 
restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” 

HD-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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ID-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Pacific Ocean were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As 
discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were considered but were not carried 
forward as alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the Pacific 
Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the potential to have 
substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific Ocean and thus, 
did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits and approvals. 
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LDoely-1 

The concerns identified by the commenter, including water use, long-term water 
supply considerations, and population growth, are outside of the scope of the 
Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR.  
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LDuecker-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LDuecker-1 

A variety of options, including desalination using reverse osmosis, to remove 
salts from Salton Sea inflows sources (such as the New, Alamo, and 
Whitewater rivers and the Imperial and Coachella valley drains) were 
considered in the State’s Draft PEIR (see Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR). These 
methods have also been considered in prior Salton Sea studies (see Chapter 4 
of the Draft PEIR). However, due to the large amount of water that would need 
to be treated, large scale salt removal was not considered in detail in the Draft 
PEIR. However, future project-level analyses could further consider salt removal 
options and possible treatment of water using reverse osmosis on a smaller 
scale. 
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LDuecker (cont.) 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-122 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

dd 

Therese Davis (TDavis) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TDavis-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TDavis-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JFrink-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean, including the use of 
desalination, were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in 
Chapter 2, these alternatives were considered but were not carried forward as 
alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of California was 
not carried forward because the alternative does not meet the CEQA 
requirement for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to control or 
have access to the portion of the project that would be located in the Republic of
Mexico. The importation of water from the Pacific Ocean was not carried 
forward because the alternative has the potential to have substantial biological 
and water quality impacts in the Pacific Ocean and thus, did not appear to be 
feasible to obtain the necessary permits and approvals. 

JFrink-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JFrink-3 

Project funding is outside of the scope of the Draft PEIR. However, as required 
by the project’s legislative mandates, a Funding Plan has been prepared for the 
Preferred Alternative. This Funding Plan identifies a variety of potential sources 
of funding for restoration actions at the Salton Sea. The Funding Plan and 
potential funding sources would be more appropriately considered by the 
Legislature provides direction on implementing of a restoration program and 
identifies a future implementing agency. 
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KFaulkner-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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KFisher-1 

Waterfowl were discussed in Chapter 8 of the Draft PEIR. Waterfowl species 
can utilize fresh or salt water habitat or both, depending on the species. As 
described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, much of the aquatic habitat that would
be created or restored under the Preferred Alternative would range in salinity 
from 20,000 to 200,000 mg/L, and thus would support waterfowl species such 
as ruddy duck, northern pintail, scaup, and northern shoveler.  

The freshwater habitat which is also important to waterfowl in the Salton Basin 
lies outside the area addressed by the Ecosystem Restoration Study and Draft 
PEIR. However, implementation of the Preferred Alternative is not expected to 
impact this area, and thus, is not expected to impact the amount or quality of 
this existing waterfowl habitat.  

KFisher-2 

The potential for increased recreational opportunities was addressed in Chapter 
13 of the Draft PEIR and is addressed in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR with 
respect to the Preferred Alternative. As shown in Table 13-4 of the Draft PEIR, 
many of the components that comprise all of the alternatives (including the 
Preferred Alternative) could allow for additional hunting opportunities. The 
potential for hunting in these areas should be considered further during project-
level analysis. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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VFoster-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DGoodyear-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were considered but were not 
carried forward as alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the 
Gulf of California was not carried forward because the alternative does not meet 
the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to 
control or have access to the portion of the project that would be located in the 
Republic of Mexico.  

Additionally, importation of water from the Gulf of California would require 
construction of multiple pipelines and/or canals and pump stations to convey 
water from the Salton Sea to the Gulf. The route to the Gulf would require 
between 400 to over 1,500 feet of lift, depending on the route selected and the 
conveyance system chosen. This option would require a substantial amount of 
electricity to pump the water; however, some power recovery is possible.  
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JGuillen-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

JGuillen-2 

Potential impacts to agricultural resources and socioeconomics were descried 
in Chapter 11 and 22 of the Draft PEIR, respectively.  

JGuillen-3 

Benefits and impacts to avian species were address in Chapter 8 of the Draft 
PEIR.  
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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RG-1 

The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for Resources 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures 
include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive 
areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from 
construction and operations and maintenance activities. 

RG-2 

While the Preferred Alternative utilizes proven methods to minimize dust 
emissions, the Preferred Alternative also recognizes that there may be changes 
in technology in the future and/or innovate technologies that could be used to 
minimize dust emissions. It would be appropriate for the implementing agency 
to thoroughly test any new technology at the Salton Sea prior to use of the 
technology on a large scale. 

RG-3 
The Draft PEIR indicates that, based on available data, windspeeds in the 
vicinity of the northern end of the Salton Sea seldom exceed threshold 
windspeeds, resulting in no predicted emissions in the model used to 
evaluate alternatives. However, the evaluation tool was designed to provide 
a relative comparison of air quality among alternatives, and not to produce 
an exact absolute level of emissions. This level of analysis is considered 
appropriate for evaluation of alternatives at the programmatic level.  

More detailed meteorological data being collected. Greater detail regarding 
the layout and exact form of structures and surfaces in specific projects 
would be available for future emissions source mapping and windfield 
analyses. It is anticipated that project-level analysis could employ these 
more precise tools. These tools may indicate that local windspeeds 
periodically exceed threshold windspeeds for surfaces in the northern Salton 
Sea, and produce more exact absolute dust emission results.  
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Should this be the case, appropriate monitoring and mitigation is foreseen in 
the Draft PEIR. Where dust emissions are predicted or observed by the 
extensive proposed monitoring network, short-term and long-term dust 
control is planned for deployment. See Appendix H-3 of the Draft PEIR for 
discussions of emissions monitoring and development and deployment of 
dust control onto the playa surface. 

RG-4 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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