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Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Plan
aIR QUALITY and its Importance to the Salton Sea
Who is Responsible for Air Quality? 

In California, regional air pollution control districts have been established to oversee the attainment of National and California Ambient Air Quality Standards. The districts have permitting and approval authority over all stationary sources of air pollutants within their boundaries. These agencies’ activities are controlled by laws and policies established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the California Air Resources Board.
The U.S. portion of the Salton Sea watershed is under the jurisdiction of several regional agencies: 
(
The Imperial County Air Pollution Control District oversees Calexico, Imperial County, and the Imperial Valley in the southeast portion of the Salton Sea watershed. 
(
The South Coast Air Quality Management District oversees the Riverside County and Coachella Valley portions of the watershed. 
(
The San Diego Air Pollution Control District oversees San Diego County in the southwest portion of the Salton Sea watershed. 
(
The Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District oversees the extreme northern portion of the watershed in San Bernardino County.
Existing Regional Air Quality 
Ambient air quality standards for several pollutants are not being achieved in some portions of the Salton Sea watershed. For areas not meeting standards, the responsible air districts must prepare plans with control measures sufficient to attain national standards. The schedule for these plans is established by the Federal Clean Air Act. 
	Portions of the Salton Sea Watershed With Air Concentrations that Exceed  
National and California Ambient Air Quality Standards

	County 
(or Portion of)
	Carbon Monoxide
	Fine Particulate Matter (PM10)
	Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5)
	Ozone

	Imperial
	C
	N and C
	C
	N and C

	Riverside
	
	N and C
	C
	N and C

	San Bernardino
	
	N and C
	N and C
	N and C

	San Diego
	
	C
	N and C
	N and C

	N = Ambient air concentrations exceed the National Ambient Air Quality Standards
C = Ambient air concentrations exceed the California Ambient Air Quality Standards
Source: California Air Resources Board, Area Designations, www.arb.ca.gov


The pollutants of greatest concern are ozone (O3) and the ozone precursors, nitrogen oxides (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOC), primarily from vehicle and equipment exhaust, and fine particulate matter (PM10) from soil disturbance and wind erosion (fugitive dust). Agricultural operations and transport of pollutants from Mexico also affect air quality in the area.
What are the Major Dust Emissions Sources?
The 2004 estimated annual average fine particulate matter (dust) emission rates for the Salton Sea Air Basin are provided below. 
	2004 Estimated Annual Average Fine Particulate Matter (PM10) Emissions
 in the Salton Sea Air Basin (tons/day)

	Emission Source
	Imperial County 
	Riverside County
	Total

	Farming Operations
	17.7
	1.2
	18.8

	Construction and Demolition
	1.9
	6.4
	8.3

	Paved Road Operations
	4.1
	5.8
	9.9

	Unpaved Road Dust
	33.3
	2.1
	35.4

	Fugitive Windblown Dust
	172.8
	7.5
	180.3

	Other Sources
	6.5
	1.5
	8.1

	Total All Sources 
	236.3
	24.5
	260.8

	Source: California Air Resources Board, 2004 Estimated Basin Data, www.arb.ca.gov


How Will the Ecosystem Restoration Plan Address Air Quality?
In compliance with legislation enacted in 2003, the California Resources Agency is preparing a Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Plan and accompanying Program Environmental Impact Report. These studies will evaluate the environmental impacts of alternatives for management of the Salton Sea ecosystem, including air quality impacts. 
For example, alternatives that include construction activities may result in dust from soil disturbance and increased emissions from vehicle and equipment exhaust.  Exposure of lands currently submerged by the Salton Sea may result in increased dust emissions from disturbance and wind erosion. The types of emissions associated with each alternative are being evaluated, and emission control measures are being identified. The goal of these emission control measures is to provide “the maximum feasible attainment” of the objective stated in the enabling legislation: “elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects” (Senate Bill 277, Chapter 611). 
The Federal Clean Air Act does not allow for a wait and see approach to dust mitigation. Projects must be planned so that they do not cause or contribute to violations of air quality standards.  The best available control measures will be used, and projects under the Ecosystem Restoration Plan must comply with local regulations. However, the Ecosystem Restoration Plan will not solve existing regional air quality problems. State and regional agencies develop and implement air quality management plans to address existing problems and forestall new ones.
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