Proposed Demonstration
Project and Hatchery
Reactivation

Wister Unit off the' Imperal
WildlierArea



Outline for Stakeholders® Meeting

¢ Rationale for this proposed project
¢ The shape of the pieces
¢ Project ebjectives

¢ Other potential alternatives or additional
opportunities

¢ Land use, costs;, and ecological
considerations te weigh

¢ limelines, and factors Which aifect them

¢ Plansiior engaging stakeheldersrand the
0)0l0)[[e

¢ Eeed pack reom stakenolders




Why do a Demonstration Project?

¢ Uncertainties remain about habitat
creation

¢ Questions should be answered before
committing te censtruct 1000’s af acres

» USGS experimeniall ponds did noet examine
the conditions anticipated for Saline
iHapitat Complex

9 Preject on DEG lanciweuld aveid the Cost:
and delays eiflancdracauisition:

¢ Noerland user coniflicts
¥ Siite proximity te' avian FESEUICES



What a Demonstration Project will
NOT accomplish

» Not significant habitat creation

» Not a start te Implementing| the
Preferred Alternatve



Proposed Project Elements

¢ Hatchery Reactivation
» North Pend Site

¢ SoUth Pond site






Warm Water Hatchery Reactivation

& 250 acre site; 7 7.5 acres of ponds:
— 12- 5 acre ponds
— 10- 1 acre ponds
— 15- 74 acre poends

¢ Fresh water source 1D ag water
¢ Salt water pumped fifom Salten Sea

¢ Four part infifastructure rehuild:
— Site access control
— Remoeve/replace heusing
— Repair vty suldings
— Install water line from Salton Sea
¢ Cost estimate $500,000: 2

9 15 72 ache penes cotidiherexcliided/phased
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Proposed South Pond Site

¢ 100 acres near the Alamo River

¢ 11D land Is leased and managed by
DEG

¢ Brackish water pumped: S miles from
Alame RIVer

9 Salt Water pumped 7z mile frem
Saltenr Sea

¢ Construction cost estimate $2=-3
mniien












Proposed North Pond Site

¢ 40 acres near the Hatchery

¢ IID land Is leased and managed by
DEG

¢ Fresh water seurece 1D ag water
» Salt water pumped frem: Salten Sea

¢ Construction cost estimates, $d.-2
mniien
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Project Objectives: Hatchery

Create Invertebrate communities to support fish
Determine suitability of substrate types
Determine temp and disselved oxygen tolerances
Determine optimal salinities for target species

Examine dynamics ofi pupfish and poetential
predators/competitors

RaISE IS IR RUMIBEYXS, er InVvestigaters, and te
steck halltat: sites

Ultimately, provide: Stocks fer resteration hakitats



Project Objectives: Pond Sites

¢ Determine If pond characteristics will
support the communities we want

& Assess productivity of selected fish and
Invertebrates

¢ Evaluate effects of habitat characteristics
O PreduCHVItLY/

¢ Determine operational protecols
¥ SEIECl SPECIES eI Festeration Rabitats

¢ Evaluate construction methods and
StricturaiNengevity.



Options to Consider

¢ Consider the pieces as modules
& North site can’t address water guality
& Rock Is the largest cost varianle

¢ VoSt eljectives can e achieved at
IHatchery, at a smaller scale

¥ EXpernmental complexity Wil have a
COSI



Other Potential Opportunities for
Demo Pond Placement

» Expanded South Wister Site

¢ Expanded North Wister Site

o Other lID=leased! Land em WIStEr
s Other lb=ewned land






Expanded South Wister Site

¢ 160 acre pond (Vvs. 100 acres)
& Avian habitat present:

¢ \Waterfewl hunting area

¢ Viay support desert pupfish



Expanded North Wister Site

¢ 65 acre pond (\/s. 40 acres)
y Avian nanpltat present




Other lID-leased Land

¢ Between North and South Sites
¢ 40 to 100 acre sites
¢ At the Salton Sea’s edge

¢ Partly managed for waterfewl and
Clapper rails

¢ Partl\y/ tnmanaged, butwithrkigh
Raitat value



Other lID-owned Land

» South of Wister, along Davis Read
¢ Pond size from 40 to 60 acres

¢ Land 1si net managed

» SOme habplat Vallues
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Checklist of Considerations
(Cost-driven)

Land ewnership Issues
2ond size, and depth
Distance to drain water source

Distance: to salt water

¢ Current management practices of site
¢ Soll type! fer berm censtruction

o Amoeunit of Vegetation e clear

& Avallaliiicy, eff electrcity/ fior pumpPs

¥ Slite security,



Checklist of Considerations
(Ecological)

¢ Current habitat value of site
¢ Presence off sensitive species habitat
¢ Presence off pupfish at site

¢ OpperiUNIty, te' conMECct e fttlre
Eary; Start: er SHE site



Checklist of Considerations
(Land Use Conflicts)

¢ Reduced opportunities for waterfowl
_Aunting

¢ Conilicts with geoethermall reseurces

¢ Land currently manageds as; alitat
Py IDEG



Timeline (Subject to Change)

¢ Public Outreach will continue throughout
project implementation

& Sensitive species surveys can be
completed by mid-March, 2008

¢ Project design completed by beginning of
20)0}¢

¢ PErmiitting| precess) completed by, June,
2008

¥ Project; construction BEFINS SEPLEMIBEN,
20)0)8

9 OpPEraenr 2R MeRItCHRNCGCOMITERNGCES
Sjofiplef, 200)¢



Choices that Extend the Timeline

¢ [Ime for closer examination of other
sites

» Nen-\Wister sites need 1D buy-in
¢ Land acquisition adds anether year

¢ Petentialifior Increased surveys anad
mibigation



Plans for Engaging the Public,
Stakeholders, and Extramural Expertise

¢ Meet with regulatery. agencies

¢ Focused Technical Group meeting(’s)
¢ Vore Stakehoelder briefings

¢ PUblic Scoping meeting

» Comment pered fior CEQA
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