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HISTORY OF WATERBIRD
COLONIZATION

e 1905-1906: current sea created and almost
Immediately used by waterbirds

1906:

Amernican White: Pelicans (1,000 eccupiead
nests), Great Blue Herons) (few: hundred
nests) and Doeuble-crested Cormerants
nesting; Eared and Western grenes,
Common Coens; Caspian iemms and RIngr
pilled GullisiUusing sea




Rapid celonization and re-colenization
Influenced by proximity te Gulf of
Califernia and Coelorado River
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Current |mportance of
¥Salton Sea to Birds




Distripbution of waterbirds at
the Saltoen Sea in 1999

(Shufoerad et al. 2000)
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Areas 1 and 2

* large concentrations of foraging
and roosting waterbirds
* nesting area for colonial waterbirds

Area 12

* largest concentration of foraging and roosting waterbirds
* key year-round habitat for the Snowy Plover
Qey wintering habitat for the Stilt Sandpiper

Area 21

* key Yuma Clapper Rail habitat

* riparian habitat for songbirds

Areas 6 to 8 6 21

* key Snowy Plover habitat

* isolated roosting and foraging habitat

* prime habitat for uncommon migrants such 7
as the Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knot, and Sanderling

Areas 11 and 20

* key Yuma Clapper Rail habitat (11, 20) - - )

* important riparian habitat for songbirds (11B, 11D, 20) L4 1N 22
* large concentrations of foraging and roosting waterbirds (11)

* key wintering habitat for the Stilt Sandpiper (20) \q\,

* important nesting area for colonial waterbirds (11)

* one of largest cormorant colonies in western North America (11E) >

* key breeding colonies, roosting sites, and foraging areas for waterbirds (11B, 11D)

Area 22 and Imperial Valley

* important nesting and roosting habitat for colonial waders (22)
* important riparian habitat for songbirds (needs cowbird control) (22)
* agricutural fields provide key foraging for Cattle Egret, White-faced Ibis,
various raptors, Sandhill Crane, Mountain Plover, Whimbrel, Long-billed Curlew
* wetlands provided by duck clubs provide important roosting sites for
Cattle Egret, White-faced Ibis, and Sandhill Cranes, and important foraging areas
for ducks and other waterbirds

Figure 2 - 1. Areas of particular importance to birds at the Salton Sea.

Key Bird Areas
at and around
Salton Sea

(Shuford et al. 2000




based on nNo action
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Projected salinity at Salton Sea with
reduced water supply (1.06 maf/yr)

2038 all fish gone
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o Based on no action, birds at the
Salten Sea probably face along-term
decline in suitability of the sea

e [0 lose the Salten Sea for birds

means lesing one of the mest
Impertant Internor sites 1n North
Amerca fier Waterds




