
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Tribal Consultation Webinar/ Call on 2015 Drought Response 
08/19/2015 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Location: CA Environmental Protection Agency Building, Conference Room 2540 

1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

9:55 am Dial In All Tribal Governments 
10:00 – 10:05 am Welcome & Introductions 

 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF THE TRIBAL ADVISOR  
Cynthia Gomez, Tribal Advisor 
 

10:05 – 10:15 am Update on 2015 Drought Activity  
Regional Meetings  

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 
SERVICES  
Nancy Ward, Deputy Director 

10:15 – 10:25 am  Fire situation update CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY  & FIRE 
PROTECTION  
Chief  Ken Pimlott, Director 

10:25 – 10:35 am Curtailments Updates 
Water Restrictions 
 Drought update 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
Caren Trgovcich, Chief Deputy Director  

10:35 – 10:45 am Current update fish  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE  
Chuck Bonham, Director  

10:45 – 10:55 am Current Update 
Rebate Program 
Emergency funding  

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
Bill Croyle, Deputy Director 
Dave Todd, Land and Water Use Program Manager I 

10:55-11:05 am Current Update 
 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES, CALIFORNIA AREA  
Luke Schulte, Environmental Engineer Consultant 
 

11:05 – 11:30 am Tribal Comments/ Open 
Discussion 
Closing Remarks 
 

1st Tribal Chairman 
2nd Tribal Designee 
3rd Open Forum  
 
Cynthia Gomez, Tribal Advisor 



 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Monthly Statewide Tribal Consultation Call on Drought Response 2015  
August 19, 2015 

CA Environmental Protection Agency, CAL EPA 
Conference Room 2540                                                 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Tribal Consultation Webinar/ Call on 2015 Drought Response 
08/19/2015 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Location: CA Environmental Protection Agency Building, Conference Room 2540 

1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

9:55 am Dial In All Tribal Governments 
10:00 – 10:05 am Welcome & Introductions 

 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF THE TRIBAL ADVISOR  
Cynthia Gomez, Tribal Advisor 
 

10:05 – 10:15 am Update on 2015 Drought Activity  
Regional Meetings  

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 
SERVICES  
Nancy Ward, Deputy Director 

10:15 – 10:25 am  Fire situation update CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY  & FIRE 
PROTECTION  
Chief  Ken Pimlott, Director 

10:25 – 10:35 am Curtailments Updates 
Water Restrictions 
 Drought update 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
Caren Trgovcich, Chief Deputy Director  

10:35 – 10:45 am Current update fish  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE  
Chuck Bonham, Director  

10:45 – 10:55 am Current Update 
Rebate Program 
Emergency funding  

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
Dave Todd, Land and Water Use Program Manager I 

10:55-11:05 am Current Update 
 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES, CALIFORNIA AREA  
Luke Schulte, Environmental Engineer Consultant 
 

11:05 – 11:30 am Tribal Comments/ Open 
Discussion 
Closing Remarks 
 

1st Tribal Chairman 
2nd Tribal Designee 
3rd Open Forum  
 
Cynthia Gomez, Tribal Advisor 



State and Federal Partners 
Participating 

• Cynthia Gomez, Governor’s Tribal Advisor 
• Nancy Ward, Deputy Director, (Cal OES) 
• Chief Ken Pimlott, Director, (CAL FIRE) 
• Caren Trgovcich, Chief Deputy Director, (SWRCB)  
• Chuck Bonham, Director, (CDFW) 
• Dave Todd, Land and Water Use Program Manager I (DWR) 
• Luke Schulte, Environmental Engineer Consultant, (IHS) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 









Cal OES Regional Administrator Contact & Tribal Point of Contact 

 
 

Inland 
Regional Administrator  
Eric Lamoureux 
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 
Inland Region 
Office: (916) 657-9107 
Cell: (916) 524-0350 
24/7 Emergency Contact: (916) 845-8911 
Eric.Lamoureux@caloes.ca.gov (*NEW ADDRESS*) 
Twitter-@EricALamoureux 
 
Tribal Point of Contact 
Kyle Noderer 
Emergency Services Coordinator, Inland Region 
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 
Office: (916) 657-9490 
Cell: (916) 709-5492 
kyle.noderer@caloes.ca.gov 
 

 

Coastal 
Regional Administrator  
Jodi Traversaro 
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 
1340 Treat Boulevard Suite 270 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
Office: (925) 953-1413 
Cell: (415) 539-9137 
Jodi.Traversaro@caloes.ca.gov 
 
Tribal Point of Contact 
Roger Sigtermans 
Office: (925) 953-1402 
Cell: (415) 298-3550 
Roger.Sigtermans@caloes.ca.gov 

 
Southern 
Regional Administrator 
Mona Bontty  
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 
4671 Liberty Avenue 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720 
Office: (562) 795-2902 
Cell: (562) 673-0411 
Mona.Bontty@caloes.ca.gov 
 
Tribal Point of Contact 
Bill Martinez 
Office (562) 795-2957 
Cell: (714) 460-3913 
bill.martinez@caloes.ca.gov 
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CA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY & 
FIRE PROTECTION  

CHIEF  KEN PIMLOTT 
Director 
CAL FIRE Headquarters  
1416 9th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 653-5123 
 



CAL FIRE CONTACTS-Regions  
Northern Region  Southern Region  

Region Chief:  Keith A. Larkin  
6105 Airport Road  
Redding , CA 96002 
Shasta County  
(530) 224-2489  
 

Region Chief:  Dale Hutchinson  
1234 East Shaw Ave.  
Fresno, CA 93710 
Fresno County  
(559) 222-3714  
 

Northern Region Operations  
6105 Airport Road  
Redding, CA 96002 
Shasta County  
(530) 224-2490  
 

Southern Region Operations  
2524 Mulberry Street  
Riverside, CA 92501  
Riverside County  
(951) 782-4140  
 

Northern Administration  
135 Ridgway Avenue  
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
County:  Sonoma County  
(707) 576-2275  
 

Southern Region Administration  
1234 East Shaw Ave.  
Fresno, CA 93710  
Fresno County  
(559) 222-3714  
 

CAL FIRE CONTACTS website: http://calfire.ca.gov/contacts/index.php 
 

http://calfire.ca.gov/contacts/index.php


Governor’s Office 
Tribal Drought Call Update  

August 2015 
 
 

CAREN TRGOVCICH 
Chief Deputy Director 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
 

Water Shortage Notices 
Drought Emergency Funding Assistance 
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WATER SHORTAGE 
NOTICES 

 No new Water Availability Notices  issued since 
June 26, 2015. 

 
 Notices distributed to Post-1914 and Pre-1914 

Water Right Holders.   
 

 Tributary-level water supply and demand 
analysis is ongoing.  
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2015 WATER SHORTAGE 
NOTICES ISSUED 

Scott River – sent to 204 water right holders on  April 23, 2015. 

 Water rights affected: All Decreed Surplus Class Rights, Post-
1914 rights, and Priority class 2 water rights in Schedule D4. 

 
Sacramento River Basin – sent to 5,992 water right holders 

 All Post-1914 rights  -. Issued May 1, 2015. 

 Pre-1914 rights (1903 and 1914) - Issued June 12, 2015.  

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.socalindustrialrealestateblog.com/?p%3D1309&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=UdStU-zSB83aoATK2oGIDg&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNH6FN9nYtUr_1nSi4qaDrKvrUiYiQ


2015 WATER SHORTAGE 
NOTICES ISSUED 

San Joaquin River Basin - sent to 3,026 water right holders 

 All Post-1914 rights - Issued April 23, 2015.  

 Pre-1914 rights (1903 and 1914) - Issued June 12, 2015.  
 
San Joaquin River Sub-Watersheds - June 26, 2015  

 Upper San Joaquin River - Pre-1914 (1903-1914) 

 Merced River - Pre-1914 (1858 and 1902)  

 Tuolumne River - Four pre-1914 rights.  

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.socalindustrialrealestateblog.com/?p%3D1309&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=UdStU-zSB83aoATK2oGIDg&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNH6FN9nYtUr_1nSi4qaDrKvrUiYiQ


2015 WATER CURTAILMENT 
ORDERS ISSUED 

 

Deer Creek - Curtailment Order sent to 49 Post-1914 water rights 

 Curtailment period: April 17 - June 3, 2015. 

 Curtailment may be required again starting October 15, 2015 

 

Antelope Creek - Curtailment Order Sent to 58 water rights  

 Curtailment period: April 3, 2015 through May 29, 2015 

 Curtailment may be required again starting November 1, 2015 

 

>>Mill Creek Voluntary Agreements<< 
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SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

 
Hydropower:  If all water diverted is returned to the stream system.   
 
Sole Source Pubic Supply: subject to Compliance Order issued 
by the Division of Drinking Water.  
 
Sole Source Self-Supplied: subject to enforcement discretion  
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SRF AND CAA FUNDED 
PROJECTS FOR TRIBES 

 
 

• Yurok Tribe Bottled Water Distribution - $62,234 
 

• Yurok Tribe Vending Machines – $108,208 
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• Thomas Howard, Executive Director 
Thomas.Howard@waterboards.ca.gov, 916-341-5615 
 

• Felicia Marcus, Board Chair 
Felicia.Marcus@waterboards.ca.gov, 916-341-5603 

 

• Caren Trgovcich, Chief Deputy Director 
Caren.Trgovcich@waterboards.ca.gov, 916-341-5727 

 

• Gita Kapahi, Office of Public Participation, Tribal Liaison 
Gita.Kapahi@waterboards.ca.gov, 916-341-5501 
 

STATE WATER BOARD  
CONTACTS 

mailto:Thomas.Howard@waterboards.ca.gov
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Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Fish 

Chuck Bonham 
CDFW Director 
CDFW Headquarters 
1416 9th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445-0411 
 



Department of Water Resources  

Dave Todd, Land and Water Use Program Manager I 
Water Use and Efficiency Branch 
(916) 651-7027 
david.todd@water.ca.gov  

mailto:david.todd@water.ca.gov


Who is Eligible for Rebates? 

Both the turf and toilet programs each have 
funds available in separate budgets:  

– statewide  
– targeting underserved communities 
 
Proposition 1 requires a minimum of 10% 
funding to disadvantaged communities.  The 
initiative is targeting to reach 50%.  



High Efficiency Toilet Retrofit 
Program 

• Targets replacing 60,000 inefficient toilets 
• Rebate is $100 per toilet 
• Replacement of any existing toilet over1.60 

gallons per flush  
• One rebate per household 



HET Retrofit Program 

• DWR partnering with CEC to leverage HET 
retrofit and water appliance programs 

• Rebates will be processed through EGIA 
• Direct installations may be available for some 

low-income residences through a partnership 
with the Department of Community Services 
& Development 
 



PROGRAM MANAGERS 

• Toilet Program – Dave Todd, 
Dave.Todd@water.ca.gov 

• Residential Turf Program – Jodi Evans, 
Jodi.Evans@water.ca.gov 

• CII Turf & Statewide Campaign – Toni Pezzetti, 
Tonianne.Pezzetti@water.ca.gov 

Department of Water Resources 
Water Use and Efficiency Branch 
P.O. Box 942836  
Sacramento, CA  94236-0001 
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Luke Schulte, P.E. 
Indian Health Service, California Area   
650 Capital Mall, Suite 7-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
luke.schulte@ihs.gov 
(916) 930-3981 Ext. 344 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Indian Health Service California Area 
Office of Environmental Health & 
Engineering (OEHE) 
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Tribal water systems at moderate risk 
due to drought conditions: 

Updated July 20, 2015– Updates will be made as 
conditions change and information becomes available. 

Source: Indian Health Service California Area Office of Environmental Health and Engineering. Based on vulnerability and risk assessment scores. 
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Map # Tribe System Name # of Indian Homes
10 Fort Bidwell Fort Bidwell community water system 48
7 Pit River Montgomery Creek 10
15 Cortina Cortina Band of Winton System 6
17 Kashia Band of Pomo Indians Stewarts Point CWS 15
7 Pit River XL 18
13 Enterprise Rancheria Eagle Crest Estates 13
26 Santa Rosa Reservation Santa Rosa Water System 36
11 Sherwood Valley City of Willits 35
4 Karuk Tribe Somes Bar 2
27 Pauma Pauma 60
11 Sherwood Valley Mitomkai (Eastside Ranch-Lockhart) 15
4 Karuk Tribe Orleans CSD 51
22 Cold Springs Coyote Drive System 7
16 Manchester/Pt Arena Pt Arena Side 58
20 Tuolumne Tuolumne System 76
22 Cold Springs Main 37
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Tribal water systems at high risk due to 
drought conditions: 

Updated July 20, 2015– Updates will be made as 
conditions change and information becomes available. 

Source: Indian Health Service California Area Office of Environmental Health and Engineering. Based on vulnerability and risk assessment scores. 

Total Systems to Date = 12 
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Map # Tribe System Name # of Indian Homes
11 Sherwood Valley Original Sherwood Valley Rancheria 16
5 Yurok Owl Creek/Tulley Creek 8
5 Yurok Kepel 17
5 Yurok Wautec (aka Johnson's Village) 14
12 Redwood Valley Rancheria Redwood Valley County Water District 31
6 Hoopa Valley Tribe Hoopa CWS 746
14 Coyote Valley RDWVLY County Water District 33
24 Tule River Main 282
24 Tule River Cow Mountain 9
10 Grindstone Rancheria Grindstone CWS 51
24 Tule River Apple Valley 9
21 Big Sandy Big Sandy CWS 46
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    GENERAL UPDATES AND ACTIVITIES                 

   
Tribal water systems for “High Risk” and “Moderate Risk” determination 
were updated on July 20, 12015. 
 
Available to assist Tribes with developing or modifying Drought Contingency 
Plans.  Focus on establishing triggering criteria for the drought severity and 
corresponding response actions.  In particular, for Stage 4 (critical) and Stage 
5 (emergency) conditions. Currently assisted six tribes on triggers and 
responses. 
 
 Example triggering criteria could include: 
Reduction in available water supply (e.g. 50%) 
Significant change in well static water levels 
Water source unable to meet basic health needs (e.g. 15 gpcd) 
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    GENERAL UPDATES AND ACTIVITIES                 

   
• Updated the Sanitation Deficiency System (SDS) to report and 

prioritize water/sewer deficiencies for FY2016 funding.  CA Area 
submitted to HQ on August 1. Selected projects to be finalized 
early 2016. 
 

• 63 tribal drought projects currently in the SDS deficiency system. 
The total funding need is $38,487,977.   6,661 Indian homes 
impacted. 
 

• IHS anticipate receiving approximately $4 to $5 million in FY 2016 
to address drought deficiencies in California. 
 

• Ongoing Federal and State coordination meetings for emergency 
water supplies. Next meeting Sept 9. 
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IHS CALIFORNIA AREA 
DROUGHT WEBSITE 
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IHS Local Area Office Drought 
Contact  

Listed below are the Indian Health Service office locations and contacts for drought 

assistance. Please contact the office nearest you. 
 Location Primary contact name Phone number 

Arcata Field Office Barry Jarvis 707-822-1688 

Redding District Office  Andy Huray 530-246-5339 

Ukiah Field Office Charles Thompson 707-462-5314 

Sacramento District Office David Mazorra 916-930-3960 

Clovis Field Office Matt Mergenthaler 559-322-7488 

Escondido District Office Sean Bush 760-735-6880 

For additional information on the field offices and contacts, please see the IHS California 
Area website at: http://www.ihs.gov/california/index.cfm/about-us/field-offices/  

http://www.ihs.gov/california/index.cfm/about-us/field-offices/


Open Forum for Tribal Feedback and 
Discussion  

1. Tribal Chairman 
2. Tribal Designee 
3. Open Forum 



SAVE THE DATE: 
• Tuesday, September 15, 2015 
• Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
• Wednesday, November 18, 2015 
 

Governor’s Drought Task Force  
Government-to-Government Conference 

Webinar/ Call  Meetings 



 
Cynthia Gomez 
Tribal Advisor 
Office of Tribal Advisor 
Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. 
1550 Harbor Boulevard, Suite 100 
West Sacramento, California 95691 
Office: (916) 373-3718 
 
For more information contact: 
Heather Hostler 
Chief Deputy, Office of Tribal Advisor 
Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. 
1550 Harbor Boulevard, Suite 100 
West Sacramento, California 95691 
Office: (916) 373-3718 
Heather.Hostler@gov.ca.gov 
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Drought Update Monday, August 10, 2015 
 

 

 
Drought Update 

Monday, August 10, 2015 
 

 
 
KEY ACTION ITEMS FROM THIS WEEK 
  

• Governor Brown Declares State of Emergency in California to Bolster Wildfire 
Response: On July 31, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in California to help 
mobilize additional firefighting and disaster response resources due to the wildfires burning 
throughout the State. Due to severe drought conditions and extreme weather, the State’s risk 
of wildfires have increased, caused millions of trees to die, and elevated the severity and 
spread of the fires throughout the State. 
 

• DWR Releases New Guidebook to Assist With Agricultural Water Management Plans:  
On August 8, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) released the 2015 Agricultural 
Water Management Plan (AWMP) Guidebook to provide assistance to mid-sized farm water 
districts. The guidebook is intended to help agricultural water suppliers understand AWMP 
requirements and assist them in developing a plan. AWMPs provide information on water 
supplies, demands and deliveries to farm customers and must include reporting on water 
efficiency measures implemented by the water agency. For more information, visit the AWMP 
website. 

  
• CDFW Now Accepting Proposals for Proposition 1 Restoration Grant Programs: On 

August 6, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) announced that they are 
accepting proposals for restoration projects that further the objectives of the California Water 
Action Plan. A total of $31.4 million in Proposition 1 funds will be made available through 
CDFW’s Watershed Restoration Grant Program and the Delta Water Quality and Ecosystem 
Restoration Grant Program.  
 
Approved by California voters in November 2014, Proposition 1 provides funds to implement 
the California Water Action Plan which establishes more reliable water supplies, restores 
important species and habitat, and creates a more resilient, sustainably managed water 
resources system (water supply, water quality, flood protection and environment) that can 
better withstand inevitable and unforeseen pressures in the coming decades. 
 

• State Accepting Pre-Applications for Groundwater Quality Funding: On August 3, the 
State Water Board announced they are now accepting preliminary applications for 
Groundwater Quality Funding (GWQF) Projects through the online Financial Assistance 
Application Submittal Tool (FAAST). Successful pre-applications will be invited to submit a 
final application, either for Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Program or the Site 
Cleanup Subaccount Program, or may be advised to apply for another potential source of 
funds. For more information, visit the State Water Board’s Groundwater Quality Fund 
Programs website. 
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Drought Update Monday, August 10, 2015 
 

 

• California Coastal Conservancy Prop 1 Grant Solicitation: The State Coastal Conservancy 
announced a new round of competitive grants to fund watershed restoration and ecosystem 
protection projects. These grants will be funded by the Proposition 1 Water Bond approved by 
California voters last fall. For more information, view the proposal solicitation. 
 

• California’s Water Conservation Education Program Campaign: Save Our Water is 
transitioning the conservation message from “Turn It Off” to “Let It Go” in their social and 
digital campaign. Save Our Water’s viral campaign that asks Californians to share a helping 
hand by “Saving Together” continues as music stars Brett Eldredge, Baby Bash, and NEF The 
Pharaoh join the effort.  
 
This week, Raley’s and Save Our Water are partnering together to host a live event Twitter 
Feed on August 12. In addition, Save Our Water and Clear Channel Outdoor will be featuring 
billboards throughout Northern California. For tips and tools to help conserve water and keep 
trees healthy during the drought, please visit Save Our Water’s website, which is available in 
both English and Spanish, or connect with the program on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 
 

• Governor’s Drought Task Force: The Task Force continues to take actions that conserve 
water and coordinate state response to the drought. During the most recent Task Force 
meeting on August 6, CAL FIRE reported that over 11,000 firefighters are currently battling 17 
active wildfires in California, and have dropped over 1 million gallons of fire retardant from 
large airtankers. 
 
In addition, the Labor Workforce Development Agency (LWDA) anticipates the California 
Drought Relief Employment Training Program to begin in the next few weeks. This program 
will provide training opportunities to workers, employers, and students at community colleges 
in regions severely impacted by the drought. For a list of participating community colleges, 
view the LWDA brochure. 
 

ONGOING DROUGHT SUPPORT 
 

• Emergency Food Aid, Rental and Utility Assistance: The Department of Social Services 
(CDSS) Drought Food Assistance Program (DFAP) provides food assistance to affected 
communities that suffer high levels of unemployment from the drought. To date, over 806,800 
boxes have been provided to community food banks in drought-impacted counties, with an 
average of approximately 13,250 food boxes per week since June 2014. Approximately 
718,762 boxes of food have been picked up by 378,270 households. 
 
Food boxes distributions vary by county and occur 1-4 times per month. Over 70% of the food 
distributions have occurred in the Tulare Basin (Fresno, Kern, Kings and Tulare). There are 
10,800 boxes scheduled for delivery for the week ending August 14, to Fresno, Kern, 
Riverside, Tulare, and Ventura County. 
 
The Department of Community Services and Development (CSD) allocated an additional 
$600,000, under the federally-funded Community Services Block Grant (CSBG), to continue 
the Drought Water Assistance Program (DWAP) which provides financial assistance to help 
low-income families pay their water bills. As of July 31, CSD has reported that a total of 
$309,165 has been issued to 1,581 households. 
 

http://scc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/Prop_1_RFP_20150728.pdf
http://saveourwater.com/savingtogether/
http://saveourwater.com/
http://saveourwater.com/es/
https://www.facebook.com/SaveOurWaterCA
https://twitter.com/saveourwater
https://instagram.com/saveourwater
https://www.etp.ca.gov/docs/CA%20ETP%20Drought%20Relief%20Booklet.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/news/story-78.html
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CSD is in the process of allocating $400,000, under CSBG, to continue the Migrant and 
Seasonal Farmworker (MSFW) drought assistance program, which provides assistance in 
employment training and placement services to individuals impacted by the drought. This 
program provides employment training and placement services to migrant and seasonal 
farmworkers suffering job loss or reduced employment due to the drought. To date, CSD has 
reported that a total of $10,000 has been issued to the Center for Employment Training, 
California Human Development, and Central Valley Opportunity Center. 
 

• Drought Response Funding: The $687 million in state drought funding that was appropriated 
last March through emergency legislation, as well as $142 million provided in the 2014 Budget 
Act, continues to advance toward meeting critical needs. To date, $468 million has been 
committed, and nearly $625 million of the emergency funds appropriated in March came from 
sources dedicated to capital improvements to water systems. Since March, the Department of 
Water Resources has expedited grant approvals, getting $21 million immediately allocated to 
grantees that were pre-approved for certain projects.  
 
As planned in March, the next $200 million of expedited capital funding was awarded in 
October, and the remaining $250 million will be granted by fall 2015. The 2014 Budget Act 
appropriated an additional $53.8 million to CAL FIRE over its typical budget to enhance 
firefighter surge capacity and retain seasonal firefighters beyond the typical fire season.  

 
As a result of continuing drought conditions, emergency legislation was enacted in March 2015 
that appropriated over $1 billion of additional funds for drought-related projects and activities. 
The Administration’s May Revision proposal includes an additional $2.2 billion for programs 
that protect and expand local water supplies, improve water conservation, and provide 
immediate relief to impacted communities. 

 
CURRENT DROUGHT CONDITIONS 
 

• Fire Activity: Since the beginning of the year, firefighters from CAL FIRE and the U.S. Forest 
Service have responded to 5,500 wildfires across the state, burning 180,500 acres. Fire 
activity across California remains high with over 432 wildfires in just the past week.  
 

• CAL FIRE Suspends Outdoor Residential Burning: California’s increased fire activity this 
year, coupled with record-setting drought conditions, require CAL FIRE to take every step 
possible to prevent new wildfires from starting. To date, CAL FIRE has suspended burn 
permits in all counties in the State Responsibility Area. 
 
This suspension bans all residential outdoor burning of landscape debris including branches 
and leaves. For additional information on preparing for and preventing wildfires, please visit 
www.ReadyForWildfire.Org. 
 

• Dry Well Reports: As California enters the fourth consecutive summer of drought, Cal OES 
continues to monitor and identify communities and local water systems in danger of running 
out of water. Approximately 2,182 wells statewide have been identified as critical or dry, which 
affects an estimated 10,910 residents. As of August 5, Cal OES has reported that 2,085 of the 
2,182 dry wells are concentrated in the inland regions within the Central Valley. 

  

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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• Vulnerable Water Systems: The State Water Board continues to provide technical and 
funding assistance to several communities facing drinking water shortages, and is monitoring 
water systems across the state. Since January 2014, 88 out of the 116 projects approved to 
receive emergency funding for interim replacement drinking water have been executed. On 
May 19, the State Water Board adopted Guidelines for administering the latest emergency 
drought appropriations of $19 million announced this past March. To date, the State Water 
Board has received requests for $4.1 million of those funds. 
 

• Projected Reservoir Management: Shasta Reservoir recorded 1,951,315 acre-feet (AF) on 
August 6 with a 10-day average reduction in storage of 5,710 AF/day. Releases are being held 
lower than normal to keep cold water in the reservoir for Winter Run Chinook Salmon later in 
the fall. Shasta Reservoir is projected to reach 1,460,000 AF by the end of September. This is 
higher than the 1976-77 record low storage of 700,000 AF. 
 
Oroville Reservoir recorded 1,123,272 AF on August 6 with a 10-day average reduction in 
storage of 6,222 AF/day. Releases are higher than normal to help make up for reduced flows 
out of Shasta. These higher flows are to keep salt water from coming too far into the Delta and 
to meet other joint federal-state obligations. Oroville Reservoir is projected to reach 900,000 
AF by the end of September. This storage is about the same as the record low 1976-77 
storage level. 
 
Folsom Reservoir recorded 262,874 AF on August 6 with a 10-day average reduction in 
storage of 3,799 AF/day. Releases are higher than normal to help make up for reduced flows 
out of Shasta. Folsom Reservoir is projected to reach 120,000 AF by the end of September. 
This is lower than the 1976-77 record low storage of 150,000 AF. 
 
Reservoir Levels as of August 9 remain low, including: Castaic Lake 38% of capacity (46% of 
year to date average); Don Pedro 33% of capacity (45% of average); Exchequer 10% of 
capacity (17% of average); Folsom Lake 26% of capacity (38% of average); Lake Oroville 32% 
of capacity (45% of average); Lake Perris 36% (46% of average); Millerton Lake 33% of 
capacity (57% of average); New Melones 14% of capacity (23% of average); Pine Flat 14% of 
capacity (30% of average); San Luis 23% of capacity (49% of average); Lake Shasta 42% of 
capacity (62% of average); and Trinity Lake 32% of capacity (41% of average). An update of 
water levels at other smaller reservoirs is also available. 
 

• Weather Outlook: Dry weather and seasonable temperatures are expected this week, except 
for a slight chance of thunderstorms across the northern mountains. Temperatures return 
today to around average for mid-August, then warm again by the end of the week and through 
the weekend. 
 

Local Government 
 

• Local Emergency Proclamations: A total of 60 local Emergency Proclamations have been 
received to date from city, county, and tribal governments, as well as special districts:  

 
o 27 Counties: Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, 

Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Modoc, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis 
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Siskiyou, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Trinity, Tulare, 
Tuolumne and Yuba. 
 

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cdecapp/resapp/getResGraphsMain.action
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/reservoirs/RES
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o 12 Cities: City of Live Oak (Sutter County), City of Lodi (San Joaquin County), City of 
Manteca (San Joaquin County), City of Montague (Siskiyou County), City of Porterville 
(Tulare County), City of Portola (Plumas County), City of Ripon (San Joaquin County), 
City of San Juan Bautista (San Benito County), City of Santa Barbara (Santa Barbara 
County), City of Rancho Cucamonga (San Bernardino County) and City of West 
Sacramento (Yolo County) and City of Willits (Mendocino County). 

 
o 9 Tribes: Cortina Indian Rancheria (Colusa County), Hoopa Valley Tribe (Humboldt 

County), Karuk Tribe (Siskiyou/Humboldt Counties), Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the 
Stewarts Point Rancheria (Sonoma County), Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians 
(Madera County) Sherwood Valley Pomo Indian Tribe (Mendocino County), Tule River 
Indian Tribe (Tulare County), Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation (Yolo County) and Yurok Tribe 
(Humboldt County). 

 
o 12 Special Districts: Carpinteria Valley Water District (Santa Barbara County), Goleta 

Water District (Santa Barbara County), Groveland Community Services District 
(Tuolumne County), Lake Don Pedro Community Services District (Mariposa Stanislaus 
County), Mariposa Public Utility District (Mariposa County), Meiners Oaks Water District 
(Ventura County), Montecito Water District (Santa Barbara County), Mountain House 
Community Service District (San Joaquin County), Nevada Irrigation District (Nevada 
County), Placer County Water Agency (Placer County), Tuolumne Utilities District 
(Tuolumne County) and Twain Harte Community Services District (Tuolumne County). 

 
• Water Agency Conservation Efforts: The Association of California Water Agencies (AWCA) 

has identified several hundred local water agencies that have implemented water conservation 
actions. These water agencies are responding to the drought by implementing conservation 
programs, which include voluntary calls for reduced water usage and mandatory restrictions 
where water shortages are worst.  
 
ACWA released a Drought Response Toolkit to assist water agencies as they take action to 
meet state-mandated water conservation target and communicate information about water use 
restrictions, enforcement and other issues with their customers, media and other audiences. 

 
• County Drought Taskforces:  A total of 33 counties have established drought task forces to 

coordinate local drought response. These counties include: Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Humboldt, 
Kern, Kings, Lake, Madera, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Monterey, Napa, Nevada, Orange, 
Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, 
Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Stanislaus, Solano, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity, Tulare, 
Tuolumne, and Yolo.  

 
• Tribal Taskforce: A total of 7 tribes have established drought task forces to coordinate tribal 

drought response. These tribes include: Hoopa Valley Tribe (Humboldt County), Hopland Tribe 
(Mendocino County), Karuk Tribe (Siskiyou County), La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians (San 
Diego County), Sherwood Valley Tribe (Mendocino County), Trinidad Tribe (Humboldt 
County), and Yurok Tribe (Humboldt and Del Norte County). 

  

http://www.acwa.com/content/2014-drought-watch
http://www.acwa.com/content/local-drought-response
http://www.acwa.com/news/water-shortages/acwa-drought-response-toolkit-now-available
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DROUGHT RELATED WEBSITES FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 
Drought.CA.Gov: California’s Drought Information Clearinghouse 

 
State’s Water Conservation Campaign, Save Our Water 
Local Government, Drought Clearinghouse and Toolkit 

 
California Department of Food and Agriculture, Drought Information 

California Department of Water Resources, Current Water Conditions 
California Data Exchange Center, Snow Pack/Water Levels 

California State Water Resources Control Board, Water Rights, Drought Info and Actions 
California Natural Resources Agency, Drought Info and Actions 

State Water Resources Control Board, Drinking Water, SWRCB Drinking Water Program  
California State Water Project, Information  

 
U.S. Drought Monitor for Current Conditions throughout the Region 

U.S. Drought Portal, National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) 
National Weather Service Climate Predictor Center 

USDA Drought Designations by County CA County Designations 
USDA Disaster and Drought Assistance Information USDA Programs 

U.S. Small Business Administration Disaster Assistance Office:  www.sba.gov/disaster  

http://www.drought.ca.gov/
http://saveourwater.com/
http://www.opr.ca.gov/s_droughtinfo.php
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/drought/
http://water.ca.gov/waterconditions/waterconditions.cfm
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/reports/DROUGHTSUM
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/index.shtml
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/Laird_Water_Statement_1-3-14.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinkingwater/
http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/what-nidis
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
http://usda.gov/documents/2014-all-crop-list-counties.pdf
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=DISASTER_ASSISTANCE
http://www.sba.gov/disaster
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