Chapter 4

Water Conservation WITHIN 

WFA’S SERVICE AREA
4.1 Overview

Conservation within the WFA service area is an important component of water resource management for all of WFA’s member agencies as well as for the rest of the Chino Basin and Santa Ana watershed.  
Imported water purchases made by WFA provide core funding for the regional conservation program in which its member agencies participate.  A $4 surcharge is currently paid by WFA for each acre-foot of imported water purchased.  This funding supports an array of conservation programs and education activities that are implemented by the WFA member agencies through the regional Water Conservation Partnership in collaboration with IEUA, the Cucamonga Valley Water District, Fontana Water Company, San Antonio Water Company, Chino Basin Watermaster and the Chino Basin Water Conservation District.
The cities of Ontario and Upland and the Monte Vista Water District within the WFA, along with IEUA, are signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding Urban Water Conservation in California and are members of the California Urban Water Conservation Council (CUWCC).  IEUA and the regional Water Conservation Partnership have made the 14 Best Management Practices (BMP’s) the cornerstone of their respective conservation programs and a key element in the overall water resource management strategy for the area. 

Members of the CUWCC are required to provide BMP “Activity Reports” every two years.  These reports provide specific details of IEUA and WMWD’s efforts to implement each particular BMP.  The BMPs are functionally equivalent to the Demand Management Measures (DMM) written in Water Code Section 10631 of the Urban Water Management Planning Act (Act).  The Act requires an agency to describe each of the DMMs that have been implemented unless the agency is a signatory to the MOU.  The Act allows an agency to provide the BMP Activity Report in-lieu of describing each of the DMMs.  IEUA has included its Fiscal Year (FY) 2001-02 and FY 2003-04 BMP Activity Reports in the appendix of the IEUA UWMP 2005.   

4.2 
Value of Conservation 

When MWD changed its rate structure in 2003 for the purchase of imported water, the Agency created a two-tier rate system.  Each member agency can purchase imported water up to an amount equal to a base allocation which is Tier I.  Additional purchases fall into Tier II which is about 20 percent higher than the Tier I rate.  The purpose of the tiered rate structure is to create a financial incentive for member agencies to stay within their Tier I allocation.  For WFA and its member agencies, the difference between the cost of Tier II imported water and the amount of water saved is the financial value of conservation to the region.   

IEUA quantified the value of conservation to the region by comparing projected imported water purchases verses projected water conservation savings for its service area, as shown in Figure 4-1.  Using conservation savings estimates for the next twenty years, the region can save an estimated $300 million by reducing the amount of imported water purchased. 
Figure 4-1

Avoided Tier ll Costs Due to Conservation (Dry Year)
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Source:  Conservation projections from Table 2-4 & MWD’s Long Range Finance Plan and MWD staff projections
Another regional benefit for maintaining a strong support for conservation is the opportunity to reduce conflicts within the SWP system.  The California Bay-Delta is the single most important link in California’s water supply system and currently faces significant challenges.  By limiting the amount of additional imported SWP water supplies needed within WFA’s service area for imported water, the Agency and its member agencies are helping to increase the flexibility of this source of supply and to enhance long term water quality and environmental protection.
4.3
Water Conservation Programs 
Over the last five years, the regional Water Conservation Partnership has dramatically developed the conservation programs from a minimal ultra-low flush (ULF) toilet distribution program to a diverse series residential, commercial, industrial, institutional (CII), and school education incentive programs.  These programs have been designed to meet and exceed, where possible, the requirements of the MOU requirements for implementing conservation Best Management Practices.   Best Management Practices (BMP).  

Implementing the BMPs    

One of the highest conservation priorities within the Water Conservation Partnership is seeing that good-faith efforts are being made to implement the BMP’s locally in the CDA’s service area.  The 14 BMP’s are listed below in Table 4-2 which breaks out those BMP’s that are retail water agency and/or wholesale water agency related.  

Table 4-1 

List of Best Management Practices 

	Retailer BMPs
	
	Wholesaler BMPs

	  BMP 1
	Water Survey Programs For Single Family Residential and Multi-Family Residential Customers
	
	BMP 3 
	System Water Audits

	BMP 2 
	Residential Plumbing Retrofit
	
	BMP 7 
	Public Information Programs

	BMP 3 
	System Water Audits
	
	BMP 8 
	School Education Programs

	BMP 4 
	Metering with Commodity Rates For All New Connections and Retrofit of Existing Connections
	
	BMP 10
	 Wholesale Agency Assistance Programs

	BMP 5 
	Large Landscape Conservation Programs 
	
	BMP 11
	Conservation Pricing

	BMP 6 
	High Efficiency Clothes Washing Machine Financial Incentive Programs
	
	BMP 12 
	Conservation Coordinator

	BMP 7 
	Public Information Programs
	
	
	

	BMP 8
	School Education Programs
	
	
	

	BMP 9 
	Conservation Program For Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional (CII) Accounts
	
	
	

	BMP 11 
	Conservation Pricing
	
	
	

	BMP 12 
	Conservation Coordinator
	
	
	

	BMP 13 
	Water Waste Prohibition
	
	
	

	BMP 14 
	Residential ULFT Replacement Programs
	
	
	


Below is a list of the conservation programs being implemented within WFA’s service area.  For more detailed information on conservation programs occurring through the region, please refer to Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s 2005 Regional Urban Water Management Plan.  The IEUA UWMP can be accessed at www.ieua.org.   
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· Ultra-Low Flush (ULF) Toilet Exchange 

· ULF Toilet Rebate 

· High Efficiency Clothes Washer (HECW) Rebate

· National Theatre for Children 

· Commercial/Industrial/Institutional (CII) Rebate (Save-A-Buck)

· Garden In Every School 

· Landscape Water Audits

· Water Awareness Water Education Committee (WEWAC)

City of Chino Hills
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· Edible Aquifer School Program 

· Metropolitan Water District’s (MWD) Solar Cup

· School Poster Contest 

· WEWAC

· ULF Toilet Exchange 

· ULF Toilet Rebate 

· HECW Rebate

· National Theatre for Children 

· CII Rebate (Save-A-Buck)

· Garden In Every School 

· Landscape Water Audits

· Residential Landscape Classes

Monte Vista Water District
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· School Poster Contest 

· Speakers Bureau

· WEWAC

· ULF Toilet Exchange 

· ULF Toilet Rebate 

· HECW Rebate

· National Theatre for Children 

· CII Rebate (Save-A-Buck)

· Garden In Every School 

· Landscape Water Audits

· Residential Landscape Classes

City of Ontario 
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· WEWAC

· Ontario Cares 

· ULF Toilet Exchange 

· ULF Toilet Rebate 

· HECW Rebate

· National Theatre for Children 

· CII Rebate (Save-A-Buck)

· Garden In Every School 

· Landscape Water Audits

City of Upland
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