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October 10, 2005

Mr. William Granger
Water Conservation Coordinator
Otay Water District
2554 Sweetwater Springs Boulevard
Spring Valley, CA 91978

Dear William:

I am writing in regard to the Urban Water Management Plan for the Otay Water
District and the possible confusion that may arise concerning Otay's compliance with
the requirements for BMP 5 (Large Landscape Conservation Programs and
Incentives). According to the Council's BMP Reporting Website, Otay does not
appear to meet the coverage requirements, or targets, for BMP 5. However, since the
BMP Reporting Database is a fixed reporting format, it does not currently provide
opportunities for water agencies doing different - and sometimes better - programs to
get numerical credit. Therefore, I want to enclose a letter for your Urban Water
Management Plan that clarifies this issue.

The Otay Water District has language in its Code of Ordinances that satisfies in spirit
the intent of the BMP, or at least the intent of Condition 2B dealing with the coverage
requirements for mixed use meters within this BMP. Since 1990, Otay has required
that commercial properties situated on a parcel of 1 or more acres purchase a
separate landscape meter. Then in 1993, Otay allowed accounts that were in place
before 1990 when this language was added to its Code of Ordinances to purchase a
separate landscape meter. As a result, Otay saw a decrease in the number of
commercial mixed use meters.

The current database does not currently allow a reporting field (either in BMP 5 or
BMP 4 for Metering) to capture the results of an ordinance such as this. It is a unique
approach in California, and greatly increases the number of dedicated landscape
meters - a highly desirable goal. The database is also not currently capturing the
number of mixed use meters who have received a large landscape survey. Otay's
total number of completed surveys includes a number of su'rveys conducted at our
mixed use sites including a state run prison, a hospital, and a community college.

The BMP Reporting database allows strategies that are "at least as effective as" to
be so noted in the database, but no numerical calculations are captured. We will work
to help correct this for the next BMP Reporting period. In the meantime, I wish to
have the official record show that Otay Water District is in full compliance with BMP
5.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Ann Dickinson
Executive Director

455 Capitol ����

Suite 703
Sad'amento

California 95874

PHONE 976/552-
5885

FAX 976/552-5877

www.cuwcc.org










































































