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FOREWORD

Division 3 of the California Water Code places
the safety of nonfederal dams and reservoirs
under the jurisdiction of the California
Department of Water Resources. The jurisdic-
tion covers dams 25 or more feet high which
impound more than 15 acre-feet of water and dams
more than 6 feet high which impound 50 or more
acre-feet of water? it covers onstream and off-
stream storage facilities and entire reservoir
basins.

Before August 14. 1929» the State of California
exercised supervision to a very limited degree
over less than half the dams in the State. In
addition, several federal offices exercised
supervision over a few other dams, but a large
number still remained which had no form of super-
vision, either state or federal.

In 1928, the sudden failure of St. Francis Dam
in Southern California resulted in a major
disaster. Because of this failure and because
of the potential hazard to the general populace
from the many water storage projects in

California, the Legislature in 1929 enacted a

law providing supervision of dams in the State.
Following the failure in 1963 of Baldwin Hills
Dam in Southern California, the Water Code was
amended by the Legislature to include within
state jurisdiction both new and existing off-
stream storage facilities and entire reservoir
basins. This amendment, which took effect on
September 17, 1965, provides for both the
approval of plans and specifications and con-
struction supervision of all new offstream
facilities and the examination and approval of
repair of offstream dams and reservoirs com-
pleted before the effective date.

Provisions of the code are administered by the
Department's Division of Safety of Dams. This
division reviews plans and specifications for
constructing a new dam or for repairing, alter-
ing or removing an existing dam and must grant
approval in writing before the owner can proceed

.

Professional engineers from the division evaluate
the safety of each project and investigate pro-
posed sites and check available construction
materials.

During construction, they identify conditions
disclosed during site development which may
require design changes; they check for compli-
ance with approved plans and specifications;
and they approve all foundations before they
are covered. During operation, they periodically
examine dams to detect unusual performance
which, if not remedied, could lead to hazardous
conditions. They purposely avoid codes of
standard design, construction, or surveillance

requirements because such codes cannot apply
uniformly to widely varying conditions at dif-
ferent damsites.

Authorization to store water in a dam or reser-
voir is given by a certificate of approval issued
by the Department of Water Resources. These
certificates may contain restrictive conditions
and may be revoked as found necessary.

On October 1, 1971, there were 1,076 dams and
reservoirs subject to state jurisdiction . The
estimated first costs of the dams exceeded one
billion dollars, and combined storage capacity
of the reservoirs exceeded 20 million acre-feet
of water. Bulletins of the No. 17 series, "Dams
Within Jurisdiction of the State of California",
supply the name, location, type, size, age, and
ownership of such dams, the maximum water stor-
age elevation of their reservoirs, and their
area of tributary drainage. An appendix lists
dams in California owned or operated by federal
agencies

.

The State appreciates the cooperation extended
by federal agencies in supplying data related to
dams which those agencies own or operate. Data
relating to dams under state jurisdiction were
obtained from the applications and plans submitted
by owners in compliance with California Water
Code regulations. Field surveys and supplementary
data from owners provided additional data.

The Department solicits from bulletin users
their suggestions for additions or corrections
to the data. These should be sent to:

Division of Safety of Dams
Department of Water Resources
P. 0. Box 388
Sacramento, California 95802

Reprints of "Statutes and Regulations Pertain-
ing to Supervision of Dams and Reservoirs"
will be sent, upon request, to those interested.

William R. Gianelli., Director
Department of Water Resources
The Resources Agency
State of California
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CLASSIFICATION OF DAMS WITHIN STATE JURISDICTION

Ciravit V

Constant Ri^ilius Arch

VariHbU* Riidius Arch

Multiple Arch

Earth

Earth ami Rock

Rock Fill

Hydraulic Fill

Flashboard t Buttress

Slab & Buttress

Crib

Reinforced Cone Tank

TOTALS

Number
of

Dnms

HEI GHT IN FE ET

78

2.1

,18

17

38

8

4

3

744 474

6 1 36

46

27

21

8

2

1 1

I<)

21

6

27

13

21

13

225

14

13

17

2

2

1

CAPACI TY IN ACRE-FEET
1,000.

i.9 99

10,000.

99,999

100,000

8. Ovei

Under

PLUME IN 1 OOO'CUBIC YARDS
500.

1 .000

t.OOO.

5.0 00

5,000

8. Oviir

1 I

2

13

1

44

1 1

14

27

12

l,S

5

3

176 376

6 22

3 7

4

10

3

2

2

I.S

4

18

S

123

20

13

1 1

3

2

17

1

7

6

4<i

12

10

8

I

I

1,076 623 348 104 226 480 214 118 35

31

I.S

7

7

84

21

10

5

208

13

3

16

6

43 308

.S 13

.S 7

2

8

3

5

2

124

2

3

2

74 374 149

111

7

8

8

151

29

6

2

8

49

33

S

7

7

53

12

2

4

18

•includes dams for which volume is not known.



EXPLANATION OF TABULATED DATA

Coluan haadings introduc* th* following datat

ANB OP DAN — aa aaalgnad by ownar on original application,
or aa changad by ownar in aubaaquant writtan oorraapon-
danca of tha Dapartaant of Watar Raaourcaa.

DAM mMBBR — a* aaaignad by tha DapartaiMit of Hatar
Raaourcaa

.

COUNTY — In which dan riaaa. Dama locatad in mora than
ona county ara liatad undar tha county of alphabatical
pracadanca

.

STREAM — on «mioh Aam riaaa aa nanad by tha ownar on
original application or aa ravlaad to conform with
Unitad Stataa Oaological Survay topographic iiapa.

LOCATION — aaction« townahip, ranga, and baaa lina and/or
maridlan, aa uaad in "Tha Syatan of Ractangular Survaya".

TYPE -- of aain daat only.

STORAGE CAPACITY — in acra-faat at tha maximum water atoraga
•lavation, including daad atoraga.

DRAINAGE AREA — in aquara milaa. For onatraaa facilitiaa,
drainaga araaa laaa than 0.1 aquara mila ara liatad aa
0. 1 aquara mila.

XBSntVOIR AREA -- in acraa aithar at aplllway oraat
alavatlon or. If haadwatar eontrola ara uaad, at
aximuB watar atoraga alavation.

ELEVATION OP CREST -- to naaraat foot (U.S.O.S. datUM,
whan availablai otharwiaa approximata O.S.0.8. datum).

CREST LENGTH — of main dam (axeluding auxiliary dama) in
faat

.

HBKjHT — in faat from dam craat alavation (axeluding any
parapat) to tha lowaat alavation of tha outaida limit
of tha dam.

PERMANENT SPILLMAY — vertical dlatanca in faat from dam
craat to permanent aplllway craat.

MAXIMUM OPERATING LEVEL — where apillway craat eontrola
ara uaad, vertical diatanca in feat from dam craat to
tha maximum poaaibla watar atoraga alavation (top of
gatea or flaahboarda, etc.).

CREST THICKNESS — in feet normal to tha axia at tha
narroweat point.

DAN VOLUME — in cubic yarda of tha principal material
uaad for both main and auxiliary dama.

YEAR COMPLETED — Data original conatruction cemplatad.

ABBREVIATIONS

AB



DAMS WfTHIN JURISDICTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
LISTED ALPHABETICALLY BY NAME OF DAM
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DAMS WITHIN JURISDICTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

LISTED ALPHABETICALLY BY COUNTY OF LOCATION
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APPENDIX

DAMS OWNED OR OPERATED BY AGENCIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT



NAME OF DAM













THIS BOOK IS DUE ON THE LAST DATE

STAMPED BELOW

BOOKS REQUESTED BY ANOTHER BORROWER
ARE SUBJECT TO RECALL AFTER ONE WEEK.

RENEWED BOOKS ARE SUBJECT TO
IMMEDIATE RECALL
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