Attachment 7
City of Bakersfield
Low Water, Energy, and Emissions Compost System
Disadvantaged Community Identification and Benefits
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The project provides a number of benefits to Disadvantaged Communities (DAC) with a CalEnviroScreen 2.0 score of 76 percent of higher.  A map showing the compost facility’s service area is attached, showing the facility located within a DAC as well as the surrounding DACs in the service area.  Benefits to the DACs are discussed below:
1. The project will conserve water for the urban water suppliers in the DACs.

2. The project will conserve ground water for many DAC residents who are on their own wells instead of being supplied by the urban water suppliers.  This is of critical importance to DAC community households who would not be able to afford the extension of urban water suppliers’ systems to their households.

3. The project will reduce operating costs for the facility, which is funded by refuse collection rates paid by all community members.  This is of important economic benefit to the DACs.

4. Many of the facility’s 36 employees reside in the DACs.

5. In addition to its 36 regular employees, the facility employs a contract labor crew from the local community homeless shelter located nearby in the DAC.  This feature provides job training and experience for homeless in the area, and has helped dozens of individuals recover from homelessness to become self-reliant in the community.

6. Considering the geography of the DACs versus the facility, and considering the direction of prevailing winds from the northwest toward the southeast, the project’s reduction of air pollution is of greater environmental benefit to DACs to the south and east of the facility.  For example, the City of Arvin and surrounding area have been the subject of national news related to air pollution trapped at the southern end of the San Joaquin Valley.  In addition, the area has received special focus and testing by the air district.
