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Disadvantaged Community

City of Barstow, CA

State of California Department of Water Resources

2014 Water-Energy Grant Program
Wastewater Treatment Plant Electrical Energy Offset

and

Water Waste Reduction Project

Barstow. California is a small city, with a total population of 22,639 as of the 2010 U.S. Census (“2010 Census Interactive Population Search: CA – Barstow City” U.S. Census Bureau. http://www.census.gov/2010census/popmap/ipmtext.php?fl=06.0604030. Retrieved December 6, 2014). 
Of the total population, 24.3 percent currently live in the Disadvantaged Community (DAC), below poverty level, with a median income of $44,623. The median home value is $111,000. 
Within the DAC, 42.8% of residents are Hispanic, with 34.2% White, 14.6% Black, 3.2% Asian, and 2.1% Indian residents, respectively. More importantly, 29.8 percent of the DAC population is children under 18 years of age.

As of 11/22/14, the City ranked as follows with regards to DAC status, according to CalEnviroScreen (http://www.oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html. Retrieved 11/22/14):
CES Score: 47.57%

CES Percentile Range: 86-90%

Census Tract: 6071009500
Project impacts upon the Disadvantaged Community
Treatment of wastewater is extremely expensive. The proposed Wastewater Treatment Plant Electrical Energy Offset and Water Waste Reduction Project reduces water waste and decreases reliance upon the electrical grid, benefitting the DAC in the following measurable ways:
· Replaces leaking water lines and reroutes water lines of treated waste, which can then be used to process wastewater. This leads to increased water reliability and decreased energy need to supply, treat, or transport water, reducing the Wastewater Treatment Plant’s (WWTP) direct costs to the local utility company.  It enables the City to continue providing discounts to low-income members of the DAC.
· Improves water system structure by replacing leaking water conveyances, increasing water supply reliability and decreasing the amount of water currently wasted (over 1 million gallons.) Any reduction in local water use during times of extreme drought will benefit not only the entire region, but also the State. Lowered rates to utility companies enable the City to continue providing discounts to low-income members of the DAC.
· Installs solar panels on 3.5 acres of City-owned property to power the WWTP and greatly decreases the WWTP’s reliance upon the electrical grid, as well as reduces greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the DAC and the region. Expected energy cost savings to the WWTP will be passed on to the DAC as continued discounts to low-income members.
Currently 88.64% of the City of Barstow’s population that receives service has low income and the City’s low-income water use credits, a measurable benefit from the proposed water and energy projects, are vital for the DAC community.
By reducing current high water and energy costs at the WWTP, the savings can be passed on to residents and the City can continue to provide discounted energy rates for DAC residents.
Attachments:
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