Eligible Applicant Documentation                                                                                                for the 2014 Water-Energy Grant Program
Rainwater and Snowmelt Harvest Demonstration Project – Lake Tahoe, California                            Prepared by the Tahoe Resource Conservation District
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Tahoe Resource Conservation District (Tahoe RCD), considered a “special district” of the state of California and set up under California law to be a locally governed agency with a locally appointed and independent, 5 member boards of directors. The Tahoe RCD was established locally by the rules of the county’s Local Agency Formation Committee (LAFCO), and often has close ties to county government, while functioning as a local agency.
Under Division 9 of the California Public Resources Code, the Tahoe RCD is permitted to function to a certain degree as enterprise districts because it is empowered to charge reasonable fees for services rendered. At the same time, certain rules permit the Tahoe RCD to draw on local taxes for revenues. 
Specifically, the Tahoe RCD is:
· Non-regulatory, formed in 1975 by amendment California AB 850 under Division 9. Established as a public service agency given authority by the State to implement local conservation measures
· Accountable, subject to state transparency and accountability laws. The Brown Act and Division 9 of the California Public Resources Code require public meetings, open records, annual audits and financial reporting to the State Controller’s Office. This makes RCDs trusted stewards of public and private funds
· Comprehensive, address full suite of natural resources including soil and water conservation projects, wildlife habitat enhancement and restoration, control of exotic species, watershed restoration, conservation planning and education
· Cross-jurisdictional, covering over 35,000 acres in El Dorado and Placer Counties, including all private, state and federal land within the California side of the basin. Through collaboration and partnerships, is granted authority to work in adjacent RCD Districts.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If successfully awarded, the Tahoe RCD will utilize dedicated accounting staff and a grant coordinator to oversee the tracking, invoicing, and reconciliation of funds over the life of the project. Interagency Agreements or a Memorandum of Understanding with government agencies and educational institutions such as El Dorado County or the Lake Tahoe Unified School District will be executed to ensure project work is completed. Contract agreements will be utilized for private firms and consulting engineers that provide planning, design and construction services. 



Urban Water Management Compliance
· No urban water suppliers will receive funds from the proposed grant
· Self-Certification form signed and included in Attachment 1.

Ground Water Management Compliance
· This project will not directly affect groundwater levels or quality

Agricultural Water Management Compliance
· No agricultural water suppliers will receive funds from the proposed grant

Surface Water Diversion Compliance
· No surface water diverters will receive funds from the proposed grant


1

