The Energy Coalition: Water Energy Grant – Disadvantaged Community
Attachment 7 – Disadvantaged Community

Maps: Disadvantaged Communities Identified

Figure 1. City of Barstow, California
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The City of Barstow, California wastewater division provides wastewater treatment services to residents and businesses within the city limits, delineated above. The City has enrolled in The Energy Network program to receive energy efficiency project implementation services at its wastewater treatment plant. A large percentage of the city is recognized by the EnviroScreen 2.0 mapping tool as a disadvantaged community (DAC). The agency is also interested in pursuing the purchase of a solar photovoltaic ground mount array at its wastewater treatment plant, further reducing its reliance in Southern California Edison electricity. A letter of endorsement from The City of Barstow Wastewater Treatment Chief Plant Operator is attached to this proposal.


Figure 2. City of Oxnard, California
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The City of Oxnard, California has enrolled in The Energy Network program to receive energy efficiency project implementation services at its wastewater treatment plant. A large percentage of the city is recognized by the EnviroScreen 2.0 mapping tool as a disadvantaged community (DAC). The agency is also interested in pursuing the purchase of a solar photovoltaic ground mount array at its wastewater treatment plant, further reducing its reliance in Southern California Edison electricity.



Figure 3. Cucamonga Valley Water District
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Cucamonga Valley Water District has enrolled in The Energy Network program to receive energy efficiency project implementation services at its wastewater treatment plant. A large percentage of the agency’s service area is recognized by the EnviroScreen 2.0 mapping tool as a disadvantaged community (DAC). 


Figure 4. Yucaipa Valley Water District
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Yucaipa Valley Water District (YVWD) has enrolled in The Energy Network program to receive energy efficiency project implementation services at its wastewater treatment plant. YVWD would benefit tremendously from receiving enhanced water saving technical services through the proposed program. While the YVWD service area is not in a DAC, indirect benefits will still accrue to the nearby DAC shown above since YVWD is a progressive water agency in the immediate region and will decrease its energy intensity of its water supply as well as its non-revenue water through leak loss repairs. A letter of endorsement from Yucaipa Valley Water District is attached to this proposal. 
Benefits to DAC
The primary benefit for the disadvantaged communities served by water agencies participating in these projects will be water and wastewater rate stability. California water agencies are typically facing rising costs for water supply, infrastructure, and operations. In response to these real costs, agencies are typically requesting rate increases that average 2-5% per year; these increases are expected to continue in the coming decade. By reducing water losses through leak detection and pressure management, by avoiding revenue losses through improved water loss control including eliminating incorrect metering and non-revenue water distribution, and reducing energy costs, all participating water agencies will serve their customers by managing their own expenses. The financial benefits to the water agencies can help defray some of the rate increases, benefiting in turn the entire community served by each participating water agency.




The figure below[footnoteRef:1] illustrates California’s rising water rates in various representative urban areas.  [1:  Source: Public Policy Institute of California. Paying for Water in California. P.28. March 2014. Online: http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/report/R_314EHR.pdf] 

[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/wxa56DZPzVfc9ply2fsmvjfEt9ScT5Ymc9d2y14rDEjx6uXfvn5PDn39S1k4C-KXfgYvWZ0MWY6Ax7_RtJo5wJAjh62xxEhMgH_LoboX1CFU_DAoL1DFWDwfVwU10PsB]
The figure above is used to demonstrate the general trend of rising costs across the state. The proposal will assist agencies statewide, focused on DACs, with comprehensive operational efficiency project implementation that will reduced fixed costs for the services provided to the community. The TEC team will conduct outreach to engage water agency interested in participating in the program, with a special emphasis on DAC communities, including the three of four agencies already enrolled in The Energy Network listed above. Since the program launch in November 2013, The Energy Network has enrolled 49 public agencies, including cities, counties, water agencies, and other special districts (school districts, etc.) in the program. Twelve of the 49 agencies currently enrolled in The Energy Network program are water and/or wastewater agencies. Initial screening will review the indicators for overall community economic status, energy consumption (as a proxy for potential energy savings), energy intensity of the water treated and distributed by the agency, as well as an indication of water leakage in the distribution system. 
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FIGURE 4
In Califonia’s urban areas, monthly water bills have been growing two to three times
faster than inflation
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