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Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
901 P Street
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

From: Jeanette Wrysinski [Wrysinski@yolorcd.org]
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 12:06 PM
To: DWR IRWM Grants@DWR
Subject: Comment on Water Energy grant award recommendations

IRWM program staff;
  My comment on the Water Energy grant award recommendations is not on about who is
 recommended for awards, but a situation of concern for ALL IRWM grants from looking at the list.

  Out of 95 applicants, 15 were funded, 16% or 1/6th of the applicants.  
  This is extremely out of balance and documents a tremendous waste of funds.
  My great concern is for the numerous municipalities, state agencies and other organizations that
 spent a huge amount of staff time developing these proposal for naught, when their staff time could
 have been much better spent forwarding their projects.
  These applications MUST be changed to CONCEPT proposals to avoid this tremendous waste of
 public and private staff time. A more appropriate ratio of awards-to-applicants should be 2/3 to ¾.
  I recall a similar situation in the mid- to late- ‘90’s when CALFED was active in grant giving.  A similar
 situation happened. When it was recognized (and complained about) that hundreds of thousands of
 dollars in staff time for state agencies alone was being spend in unsuccessful grant applications, the
 application process was quickly shifted to two-stage: Concept, then invitation for full proposal.
  Again, this should be changed not just for this program, but all of the DWR-IRWM and Prop 1 grant
 programs.
 
Jeanette Wrysinski
Senior Program Manager
Yolo County Resource Conservation District
221 West Court St., Ste. 1
Woodland, CA  95695
530-661-1688 x 18 office
530-681-3292 cell
530-662-4876 fax
wrysinski@yolorcd.org
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