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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Bepariment of Public Works

SACRAMENTO
DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES EDWARD HYATT. STATE ENGINEER
401 PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING CHIEF OF DIVISION
Mr. Barold Conkling
Deputy State Engineer
Sacramento, California
Dear Sir: Attentiony Mr. Gordon Zander, Hydraulic Engineer

There is transmitted herewith a report covering water master
service on Emerson Creek, Modoc County, California, during the period
from March 21 to August 20, 1930.

The report describes the methods and practices followed in
the distributioh of the waters of Emerson Creek in accordance with the
provisions of the decree in the case of F. A. Murphy, et al. vs. W, G.
Warren, et al., and presents the results obtained under this distri-
bution.

Respectfully submitted,

%&C%

Modtoe County .aagylﬂa




ORGANTZATION

Palter B. Guareison Birector of Public Works

Bdward Hyatt State Bngineer '

Hareld Conkling Depaty State BEngineer
SORDON ZANDER

In Supervising Charge

T, Rogsel Simpson Superviging Watar Master

Leslie &. Jopann Modne Couniy Watsr Masber



GENERAL DESCRIPTICN OF WORK

Water magter service was conducted en Emerson Creelk during
the 1970 seasom in sccordance with the provisions of the deeree in
the case entitled F. A. Wurphy, et al. vs. W. §. Warren, et al.,
dated March 25, 1930,

The Water Commission Act provides that whenever the rights
to water on a2 siream have beon determined n water district may be
eranted by the stute to facilitate the handling of water master
service on tha stresm. This procedure was followed on Emerson Creek
and an order was entered by the Department of Public Works on April
2, 1930 creating the Ruerson Cresk Water District. Inasmuch as the
water users did not submit a petition for water master service in
the district until late in the season, and the need for such service
‘baing urgent, the Divislon of ¥Water Regources appointed a water mastewr
to aet during 1930 under the authority given by the above mentioned
desres.

Water master service vas commenced on ¥March 21, 1930 and was
terminanted for the seagon on August 20, 1930. ¥v. L. &. Jopson acted ag
water master during the 1930 season.

211 diversions on Emersen Uvask were cpened in 19%0 although
the Hill and the Taylor ditches were open for only a few days. These
dt tchee had only a smell frscbion of the land under them irrigated
in 1930 due to lack of water Bo £ill their priority classes.

A deficiency in water ¢upply was presemt throuvghout the 1970
geagen a5 there was at no time gufficient water to £411 the allot-



menté to all priority c¢lasses. The maxioum ten day delivery of
vater was J7 per cent of the total allotments and the mintmum tem
day delivery was 6 per cent of the iotal sllotments.

The dry weather flow dropped to 72 per cent of the &emestié:
allotments bud was sufficient o insure & continuous flow to all
parties.

grop failure oucurred on three ranches on Bherson Creek in
19%0 due to the lack of irrigation water. These ranches were the
Taylor, Hill and Cook glaées whose irrigation water rights are in the
third and fourth priority classes.



DISCUSSIOR OF RASULTS FUR TEZL SEASON

e monthly and seagonal precipitation at fedarvillis for
the period of water master service in Surprise Talley is tabulated
in Table 1. The mean precipltation for the siation from 1804 4o
1930 is also shown as well as a tabulation of the preseipitation in
1929-30 in per cent of the tolal mesn precipitation, The seasonal
precipitation in 1525-30 was about 81l.3 per cent of the average
mean precipitation. |

It #4111 be noted that in December, January and Pebruary the
precipitation was above normal but that for the remainder of the
seagon the rainfall was very much below normal.

Table 2 is a tabulation in cubic feet per second of the
daily dischirge of Hmerson Oredk sbove diversion.

Flate 1 graphically shows the wsater supply as tabulated in
Table . The water suoply in 1927 is also shown as well as allote
ment lines to indicaté the relation of the 1930 water supply to
norml.

Table 3 is 2 tabulstion of the per cent of allotuwents do-
livered to each priority class during ten day periods throughout the
season. The table also includes a tabulation of the total deliveries,
per cent of total allotments, total water gupply and per cent channel
loss or accretion for each of the indicated perlods.

Table & is a tabulation of the crop yields on typical lands



irrigated from Zmerson Creelr in 1930. This table shows very alearly
the effects of the deficient water supply as prastically every erop

listed yilelded a subnormal returm.



DHTROVENSI RS

We controversics of importance occurred on Emerson (reeck

in 1930.

BECOLN ENDATIONS

A1l the neceseary Parshall Measuring Flunes have been in-
gtnliled on Fmerson {redk bubl there iz a nesd for hetter headgutes
on asome of the ditches a¢ 1% iz now netessary to regulate the water
to & great extent Wy rock dams.

1%t has been observed during the seasons of 1929 and of
1930 that the Hill and the Taylor ranches have received very little
wanter due to their late priority. Their lands are mostly in alfalfa
and could be irrigated early in the season if the water wap made avail-
able for them. 7Therefore, it is sugezested that sfforts be made hereafter
to let them have any surplus water that occurs early in the season be-
fore the other users have their meadows in shave %o atart irrigating.
Tt might be possible for them in this way to get at least a partial
irrigation even in dry years when if they had %o wait for their allot.
ments to beeome available acsording to the schedule the deficlent

run-off would eliminate all dhances ¢f them recelving any water.



FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The finances for conducting investigations and water
master service on all streams in Northern California, except
in water districts operating under the procedure of Sections
37 to 37f of the Water Commission Act, during fhe 1930 season
were combined into one fund. This was done because a portion
of the work on the various streams was related and because of
convenience in bookkeeping. The streams included under the
fund were Emerson, Davis and Mill Creeks in Modoc County,
Clover, North Cow, and QOak Run Oreeks in Shasta County, Little
Shasta and Lower Shasta Rivers in Siskiyou'County, and Pit River
in Big Valley.

The work was financed partly by subscription from the
water users and partly by contribution by the Division of Water
Resourcese. No segregation was made in the expense of conducting
the work on the nine stream systems during the 1930 season.. The
+total unit cost of the work was about twenﬁy-four cents per acre
of irrigated land, of which about half was borne by the statee.

A financial statement in which receipts and disburse-

ments are itemized follows.-




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRIBUTION

1930 SEASON
-Receipts

Contributed by Emerson Creek Water Users - - - - - $290.10
Contributed by Davis Creek Water Users - - - - - - 389020
Contributed by Mill Creek Water Users - - — - - — = 500500
Contributed by Clover Creek Water Users - - - -~ ~  372.00
Contributed by North Cow Creek Water Users - - - - 4U2.87
Contributed by Oak Run Creek Water Users - - ~ - - gl 4g
Contributed by Little shasta River Water Users - - 926.02
Contributed by Lower Shasta River Water Users ~ - - 200,00
Gontributed by Pit River — - ~ = = = = = - = -~ « 450,00
Contributed by Division of Water Resources - - - - 3950.00

Disbu;;ements
Salaries and Wages ~ - = - = = = = = — — —~ — ~ _ $U987.18
Travel and Field Bxpenses - - - = - - - - = - 2550.92
Printing and Blueprinting — « - - - - - - - - ~ 43,Lp
Miscellaneou T e I T 33%.15

§ 761467

$ 7614.67







PRECIPITATION DATA
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