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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

c!B~parbtttntnf Juhli.c lmtnrks
SACRAMENTO

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

401 PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

M;r.~Haro1dConklilig

1)eputsr State Engineer
Sacrsmente, Ga1.ifo~Ld.a

EDWARD HYATT, STATE ENGINEER

CHIEF OF DIViSION

Attentiont... ...." Mr.~oX'dQn la.'1!iE'¢. . ..•. . I .

Su.pervising HydrauliC Engineer

There is transmitted he1>s.1th a. report covering
tha water dist~ibution work ot -the water master in the Emerson
Greek Water Master Distriot,. Modoc Oountyt Oalifornia, d.uring
the pe:riod from April 1st to July 31st. 1951..

The report de$<ttibes the method.s and praotices
followed in thedisttt'ibution of the waters of :mtlerson Creek
in aceo1"danoe with the prons1ons of the da<U"ee in the oase
Of F-e A.. Mt1.11.>hey, et I!lll,., 'Va !II Vh G.. Warren, at al..,. and pre-­
sents the re$ulta obtai:o.ed under this distribu.tion-.

~IE O. JOPSON
. It _ .-.- .- _. _ .

CALIFORNIA WELCOMES THE WORLD-TENTH OLYMPIAD 1932
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Water master service was oonduoted on Emerson O;t>eek during

the 1931 sea.son in a.ccordance with the p1:'oT1eions of the decree 1n the

caSe entitled F .. .A. Murphey, at 19.1 .. , 'Vs. W. G. Warren, at al., dated

March 25, 1931,).

The field work was CQJri.meneed by the w:rl tel' on April 1st and

was termi.nated tor the season on Ju.ly 51st. Mr. Rea:th stanley was

~loyed on a part tim.e daily basis te assist as water msste.X'. on

Emerson, OWl,;Ceclar and Soldier Creeksfram April 16th to July 1st.

']!he watew supply on Emerson 03:;eak in 1931 was inadequate to

till .more thm the tirst two pri01"ities. As a result several of the

d.itches on the creek were not opened either because there was no

water available for tlleir priority, 01' the users, in order to save

transportation 10.sse$, used other ditohes.

The divell?sions not GliJened in 1931 are as follows;

TaylQr (No water available)

Hill (NO waterave11able)

Old Channel (Used diversion 11)

Lower Ohannel (treed diversion 11)

.A large part 01' the area Wlde1" the Old. Ohan.n.el and Lower

0ha11!la1 diirerSions was not i1"rigated in ~931.

-- r-----



The precipitation at Oedarville for the seasonal year cam­

1D.Emeing September let, 1930, and teminati:n.g Augli,S;; 31st, 1931, has

been o01l1pared with the precipitation during preced.ing seaso~ of water

master se:rv1c$ in Surprise Valley in Tabla 1. of this report. The

seas(.'Ilal precipitation in 1900...31 was about 75 ..5 per cent 01' the mean.

precipitation at Oedarville for the period 1894 to 193(). The figure

of' '15.5 per cent includeS the precipitation of' June ath wh1eh was

exceptionally heavy at Oedamlle but waS eom:pa:t'iRtively light in the

Em.e1:'sonCreak vieini t;V. It is probable that 05 per canto:£' the .mean.

precipitation would be a 'better tigUJi'e for the seasonal :rainfall at

durin.g the Wintel~ was sllch that ver:y little snow piled up in. the

mountains.

6raek at the reg:tste~ sta.tion. and. since there m'e n.o diversions

a.bove the stationt the record represents the total water supply of

the stream. The record is shown graphically on the pla.te a.t the end

of the report. The tota.l water supply in 1927 113 slao shown. to give

Table 3 ia a tabulatiOtl. of t11e per cent of allotments de­

livered to eaehpr10rity class during the periodssnoll1l. The table

al$$ gives the per cent of: total a.llotments deli'1rered during each.

Qj:' the incUcated periods.

Ta.ble 4: is a. tabulation. of crop yield.s trQIi'l typica.l lands

on Ema1l:'son Greek in 1931. The erops grown wel~e exceptionally good



when cil)gnizanoe is taken of the deficient water supply. Several

ranches, however, which 1'iled nil) C~()P reporta had complete orop tail-

urea.

Thera Welle no new struetures ins·~a11ed. in 1931~ as the past

instaUations were adequate 't(i) take oare of the 19~1 water $Upply.

Rotation was resorted to on Emerson Oreek. in 1931, in. order

to provide adequ.ate irrigation heads. The Erramouspe. Warren and

MUrphey eli. teheS", with abou:b equ.al irrigation allotments, pooled. their

water On April 20th and used it in :rotation on the basis of a three

cia-ydelivery to ea~h 1'81:'1;y. stock we.tel' was u.sed e.onti:n.uouslY by

all ot the parties.

The latter part' 01' May,. the Soo'lii; Ranch joined in. the rotation,

and the sohedUle waaohanged to a one Q...":l.Y basis to the Erramouspe t Wa~n

and Murphey Ranches and a three day basis tq the Scott Ranch in accord­

ance with the amount of water eon:tributed 'bY' each party.

The rotation desoribed above was ter.rninated when the flow

of the creek dropped to domsetie requiremeIl:ts ,each party therea.fter

divertiag a continuou.s f'lowo On lune 30th, thG creek became so low

that the 41tell 108s in 'the Erranrousp6 Ditch consumed allot the water

diverted. In (:JJ:'der tornake some delivery to the :illr:J."amouspa Ranch, the

Erra:m.ouspe allotment was cQID.bined. with the Wanen. allotment in the

War:ren Ditoh Which appeared to ha.ve conside:t'ab2y less loss. Mr. Warren

and &'tt". Erramouspe rotated the water between thetnselves as they needed

it.



4:

A struetu,re which would sava considerable of the water

master's time Oll :i'l:lltarson Oreek would. be a. dividing device in the

creek at the head of the Scott an.a. Erramousps Ditches. At present.

the .4:tvision is %Rade by means of .loose rock dams and resu.lts in an

uneven distribu.tion if the flow in the creek flu.ctuatEH3. An adjust­

able device to ·divide the flow proportionally would automatieally

take care of~st of the fluctuation.



The funds eGllected from the wateI' users in the various

Water Master 'Dist:r1ats to defray the expenses of' water maste!' ser­

vice are :placed to the cred,1 t of the W'atel" n!'Easter District, in Which

they belong. by the state TreaSl.lrer~ 1!he ftulds are then subject to

draft by the Division of "'tater Resources to m.eet the eostso~water

master service in the distr1cl't.

There is sUbmitted on the follO'Wi:ng page, a statement of

the Em.erson. Creek Wa.ter Master Sewvice Fund showing the receipts and

disbursements during the 193!seasQn.



FINANOIAL STA:l'EM~IT

E~RSon CREEK WATE.R DISTRICT FlIND

:MARCH 1, 1932

RF,CEUTS

Oontributed by Sta te in 1931
Oontributed by Taxpayers (Jan. 1/31 to Mar. 1/32)

D!SBUR..S]iMENTS
(;Fan. 1731 to Mar. 1/32)

Water Master Compensation
Water Master Travel Expense
Cost of Publication of Financial Statement

$250.00
236.38

$199.91
68.34
25.00

$486.38

293.25

q;:.

BIlLAN"CE • • •• • .' • .. • • • • • •• ,. 0; • •• • • '.

--_._--

193.13
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oom:nll1JOTJS REOORDS (}f' DJ\.J:rt DIB<JI:tARG:re IN aOBJ:O ]'J~JT

PER SEOOND OF :ttMl1;,RSOn OHIDJK ABOVE .ALL Dlv"'BRSIOJ.;1S FOR
THE PERIOD APRIL 1st TO JULY 31at, 1951
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ESTIMAT.ED CROP nEWS ON TYPICAL I.ANDS
IRRIGATED FRO)!"I IDJiSPtSON GREEK .. 1931
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