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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Aepavtment of Public Works

SACRAMENTO

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES EDWARD HYATT. STATE ENGINEER
401 PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING . CHIEF OF DIVISION

Februery 16, 1938

My» Herold Conkling
Doputy State Dnglineer
Hacremento, California

Dear Sip: Atvtoentions Mr. Gordon Zsndey,
Supervig ing Hydraulie Ingincey

There is tranemitted herewith a report cover-
ing the water dlgtribution work of the water master in the
Soldier Creogk Water Master Distriet, Nodoe County, Californila,
during the perled from March 19th to August 7th, 1981

The report describes the methods eand
practices followed in the distribution of the waters of Soldler
Creek in accordance with the provigions of the decrse in the
case of San Francisco Cattle Loan Compeny, et al., ves. U, M,
Crampton, et al., snd presents the results obtained under this
distribut ion.

Respectfully submitted

Modoo Counby Water Mesber

CALIFORNIA WELCOMES THE WORLD—TENTH OLYMPIAD, Los ANGELES, 1932
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Hallexr B. Gaveison Direstor of Public Woxkse
Faward fyatt Btatve Koglnesy
Herold Conkling Daputy State Lnglower

Gordon Xander
Supervising Rydrsulle mgimaﬁ

7« Russel Simpeon " Beniow Hydraulie Snginess
Leslin G, Jopson Modeae County hater Maamtor

Heath Stanl ey Dapuby Beter Masber
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CLNERAT, DESCRIPTION OF TORK

| inter moster servive wes conduobed in the Holdier CUreek Yater

Vester Dlatriet during the 1931 a‘@mam in mecordence with the provisi-nw
of the dscree in the vese of the San ireneiscc Cattle Losn Compeny, et
aley V8. U, e Crampton, et &l

The £ield work was comenced bty the writer on Merch 19%h-
and wag terminsted Lfor the seepon on sugust 7the e Hemth iﬁmzil@y
wag employed on & pard dlwe delly bﬁa:&.a to sepist as water nmater on
Soldier , Ceder, Cwl and Smerson Cresks frow April 1Hth to July lst,

The wakey supply of Soldier Creck woe so Jow in 1981 thet s
nuwber of the diversions were not opsned, somes of them becouse there was
no weter avellable foy wee under thely priovitice and others Lecouse
thé ditoh owners aprrengsd to receive thelr waber through other ditches
to prevent all pwm.’s;ma dosw in trenaportation. The ﬁivwmium n0h

opened in 1981 wers ag follows:

Crampion Lowey Ditobos (Vasd Uppewr Diteh)
feynelds Laest Fork Diteh (Mo water aveilable)
Tones Ditoh (No water available)
Yonoyw=triofl Diteh (Vsad waber through Toney Ditoen)
HBoan Frupoisco Cattle Loan CGo.
Ditoh AHo wuber available )
Ltkinson Lewer Diteh (tio woter sveilseble)
Strief Diteh : {Bo water savallsble)

411 of the abhove ditches, with the excepbtion of the Crampton
ond the Toney-itelel Ditches, wore too lute in priority to recelve eny
wabar dn 1981, he two excepbions noted diversed thelr webter through

whhpr ditehows
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There was no water aveilable for ony of the lower umers after
May 1éth, the domestie rights of the upper users teking &ll of the water
on that dube. By July laﬁ the domestic rights were limited %o sbout onge
third sllotment end by suguet let they werxe limited to about 16 per cent
allotnont, Rotetion was Inltieted on the Compeny Dddch the letier pard
of June as the diteh Josses muds the delivery of & econtimous flow to all
af the four wears lmprecticnl, The wabor waa'métaﬁad one day o sach
perty Tor thres rotetion periods., The weber then bscewe 80 imw_th&% e
waber could be deliversd to the Shearp snd Street Hanchos by eny menns,

The conbinued dropping of the ereek made the delivery of shock
water o the remsining users wp ceube problem by the middle of July and by
Avgust lst there was berely enough water flowlng in the ereek to run
through to the ranches ivn the ool of the dey. 4LL of the ditches
booume dry during the heat of the dey, The creel remnined ét shout
this stege untll the early fall raing csused it to rise slightly and

muke the delivery of weter more dependable,
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RISCUSSTON OF RESULTS TR TS Shestl

The precipiteblon st Cedarville fovy the msasonsl yewur, comnenge
ing Boptember Jet, 1950, and termineting iugwst Bled, 1981, hes been gome
pared with the precipitietion during proceding ssasons of wabteyr nsgber
poxvies in Burprlee Velley 1o Table 1 of this report, The sensvmael
pragiplitat fon in 198081 was about 78,86 por cent of the meen precipitet ion
at Cedarville For the poriod 1LB04-108l. This percentape Iz high for areas
sway Lrom 'ézim lemediote vieinity of Uedarville due %o the effect of a
cloudburet whieh occurred at *tshla place on Jung @ths  The resulting heavy
rainfall 444 not veach ss far noydh as Soldler Creek and 4% is believed
thet & mgm@@ of 66 per cent of the mesn preeipitatlon would be nearer
right for the seeson in that vieinity, The distribution and occurrence of
the precieibat lon wes such that wary 1ittle snow piled up in the mountaine
during the winter.

Table 2 fa o tabuletlon of the water supply of Soldler Cresk
pbove #ll diversions for the 1LO3L season.

Table 3 I8 o tabulation of the net sveilable weter supply from
Soldier Ureek and tributaries during the 1631 sesson. Plate I graphioe
plly shows bthe waber suprly se tebulated in Teble S, The weter supply Lor
the L1987 senson is also shown on the plute exic;m&g with ellotment lines to
indloate the smount of weter necessory o L1l sll ellotnents. as the
1987 mun=off wes spproximebely normel 1% is shown to give on indleation
of the deficiency in 193l | \

Table 4 s & tebuletion of the parcent of sllotments delivaved
t0 each priveity cless during esch rovetion perioed end during & part of

the dry weather gesson in 1981l. 7The toble cleo pives the per cent of total



e

sllotments delivered during each of thw indlcoted perivds.
Table B im a tabulation of arop yields from typleal lende on
Soldiwr Ureek snd tributaries in 1981. The crops raimed during the

1981 seanon were decidedly subenorssl in both yleld end seresage.
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CONPROVERSTES

Seversl controvorsies srose during 1931 in regerd Yo the use
of water on Seldier Creeks This was entlvely ss was expecied es water
was oxbremely shord on the stream and sone of the vgers have always bash
inclined, even during sessons of ample runeolf, %0 seek means of bhensalits
ing themselves at thelr nelghbors' expenas.

socording to bthe deorse in the onme of the San ¥Franclsoo
Latble Losn Goe, ot ale vee O e Uremplon, et al,, the various upers
on the CGompsny Diteh bave gogusl domeatile plghts ol the sume priovity, bud
theolr lrrigabion righte bave different prioveities. In 931, there was
only enough waboy sveileble %o €111 or pertly £411 the Pilrst irriegntilon
right whish belonged to the lowsst user on the diteh,. The other users
procesded to teke approxivately the same propertion of the flow of the
diteh ss they would if their full allotments on the labtsr prioviilies wore
aveilsables. Ap 6 result the lower wéew,imwaéi of getbing his alloted
amount of water,received only sbout ong~fourth mi thet amount. The
water mastor wag osppmeled to to agelet hiw to pob his waber bhrough, buab
the orsek had by that time dropped so low that no further irrigstion water
was uvailable., It may be nesessary in the future for the water musber
to exercine svme supervision of the division mflﬁha water on the Company
Bteh, It sppeers thet he would heve avthority te do so gince the users
stipulated to thedr smounts and priorities in the sbtipulation for consent
Judgment which wes uped as the bzeis Yor the Judgment in the Sen Francleeo
Cattle &ugn Cos V8« Urompbon decres,

The lower users on Holdler Cresk have besn in the hebit of
robating the water betwesn the two @hamnaia, whanever the wetor gob low

without partionler regerd to priority. Ordineprily this scheme provided



an drrigeting hosd of seversl cuble feat per sevond snd out the chenosl
losses in helf bub 4u 2081 the firat right swmong bhe lower users,
belonging to Simon Bennetd, had a right To precticwlly sll of the wabsy
dodiversd and objleoted to giving it away under the gulase of rotation with
inferdor rights. 4As & resuld 1t wos decided to oliminate the rotation
betwoen the chamele in the Luture unlesa )b is agein mubuslly desilrved

by the seveoral users. The wights will now be filled sw the waber beconsy
avellable Tor fhelr owder of priopdty.

Mre Barl Donfels objected in 1081 to hewing his waber ahut
down to provide water for dhe Brown Hencoh, owned by Simon Peonett.
Howover, the decrse glves the Brows Heneh a superier right to lrrigetion
watar and the weter was distributed sucoxdingly. Mre Daniels got a
leogal Inberprotution of the decres in the mettor widoh coinelded with

the wlsr mepberts inberpretation,



BEC OMUSHDAT TONG

A8 a result of the controversy on the Company Diteh divielon
structures of some nature should be inetelled ab the verious tekeoubs
to sasist in the propsy divieion of the waber in the diteh. 4
svructure with & verinble dividing device would be necessary Yo
provide for ths division scoording vo pyiority.

b wesns of measuring the webter delivered to the Brown Raneh
ghow 4 alse be inetelled in order to wore vlosely regulate the waber

rocelived thore to 1L the Lirad priority.



FINANCTAL STATHMGT

The funde callected from the waber users in the verious
Water Manteyr Dletriots to defyay the expenses of watey mantor seyvive
are ploced to the wedit of the Webexr Magter Distrdet in which they
bolong by the State Tressurer. The funds sre then subjeet o drald
by the Divieion of Waber Begourees 0 meet the covsis of water mawber
sarvice in the Alstriad.

There io submithed on the following pege & statement of the
Seldier Creek Water Meatay Service Fund showing the roecelpbe and dipw

bursoments daring the 1981 ssason,

Ba



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
SOLDIER CHEEK WATER DISTRICT FUND
MARCH 1, 1988

RECEIPLS
Balance on Necember 31, 1930 269,98
Contribubed by State 1n 1931 850,00
Gontributed by Taxpayers (Jan. 1/31 to Mar, 1/3%8) 251.98
e fEvde00
DISBURCEMINTS
(Jan, L/81 to Mar. 1/38)
Water Master Conpensation B8] .48
Water Master Travel Uxpense 66,90
Cost of Publication of Financial Statement 26,00
Contingenosies 17 .15
' B30 , 45
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