
Agenda Item 3. 
California’s Groundwater:

Future Directions

 Governor’s California Water Action Plan
 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

 AB 1739: Dickinson
 SB 1168: Pavley
 SB 1319: Pavley



California Water Action Plan

Action 6:  Expand water 
storage capacity and                          
improve groundwater 
management

A 5-year Plan Towards Sustainable Water Management



California’s Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA)

“A central feature of these bills is the recognition 
that groundwater management in California is 

best accomplished locally." 
Governor Jerry Brown



California’s Groundwater Update 2013 
Recommendations

Nexus with Governor’s Water Action Plan and SGMA
1. Promote public education about groundwater.

2. Improve collaboration, coordination, and alignment among agencies.

3. Develop a statewide groundwater management planning  Web site to promote easy 
access to groundwater information.

4. Improve essential data to enable sustainable groundwater management by expanding 
and funding the CASGEM Program.

5. Improve understanding of California’s high‐ and medium‐ priority groundwater basins by 
conducting groundwater basin assessments.

6. Develop a groundwater sustainability plan evaluation and implementation process.

7. Advance sustainable groundwater management within the framework of integrated 
water management.

8. Review and assist local agencies in developing improved analytical tools to assess 
conjunctive management and groundwater management strategies.

9. Increase local and regional groundwater recharge and storage.
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Framework

Local’s Role

State’s Role

• Applicability
• Definitions

• Establish GSA
• Powers & Authorities
• Sustainability Plans
• Deadlines

• Basin Boundaries & Priorities
• Technical Assistance
• State Evaluation and Assessment
• State Intervention

Sustainable Groundwater Management:
Overview



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act:
Timeline

37http://www.water.ca.gov/cagroundwater/timeline.cfm



DWR Implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Program

Describes DWR role and 
responsibilities under the 
Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act and outlines 
related actions from the 

California Water Action Plan. 

Groundwater 
Sustainability Program 

Strategic Plan



DWR’s Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Program

DWR’s
Sustainable 
Groundwater  
Management 

Program
Develop a 

Framework for 
Sustainable 
Groundwater 
Management

Provide 
Statewide 
Technical 
Assistance

Provide 
Statewide 
Planning 
Assistance

Assist State and 
GSA Alignment 
and provide 
Financial 
Assistance

Provide 
Interregional 
Assistance



Communication and Outreach

DWR’s 
Sustainable 
Groundwater  
Program 

Management 
Team

State 
Agency 
Partners

Practitioners 
Advisory 
Panel

Statewide
Public 

Meetings
Federal 

Agencies and 
Tribal 

Governments

Associations, 
Foundations & 
Organizations

One on One 
Agency & 

Organizations



Immediate Actions

Developing 
Regulations 
for Basin 

Boundaries

Updating 
Basin 

Prioritization 

Identify 
basins 

subject to 
conditions of 

critical 
overdraft 

Developing 
Regulations 

for 
Groundwater 
Sustainability 

Plans



Basin Boundary and GSP/ALT Regulations
Estimated Project Timeline

Jan FebMar‐15 Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Apr MayMar Jun‐16

BB Public 
Listening 
Sessions

CWC
Oct. 21

Draft Final 
BB 

Regulations

CWC
June /July

GSP
Draft 

Framework

GSP Public 
Listening 
Sessions

CWC
Nov. 

Adopt Final 
BB 

Regulations

CWC
Nov. 

GSP Draft 
Regulations

GSP Required 
Public Meeting 
Comment Period

CWC
March

Draft Final 
GSP 

Regulations

Submit GSP  
Regs to OAL

2015 2016

Basin Boundary (BB) Emergency Regulations

Submit BB  
Regs to OAL

BB Required 
Public Meeting 

Comment 
Period

CWC
April

Adopt Final 
GSP 

Regulations

CWC 
April 15

BB
Draft 

Framework

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Emergency Regulations

BB 
Deadline

GSP 
Deadline

Input From 
Advisory Groups

Input from 
SWRCB

SGM 
Strategic Plan 
Comments 

Due

Review and Approval of BB Revisions
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CWC
Jul. 15
BB Draft 

Regulations



Basin Boundary and GSP/ALT 
Regulations: Future Steps

• Public Listening Sessions
• April 28‐Willows
• April 29‐ Visalia
• April 30‐ San Bernardino
• May 1 – Webinar

• http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/listening.cfm

• Develop Draft Regulation Content
• April ‐ July
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Groundwater Information: Ongoing
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/

State: http://www.water.ca.gov/cagroundwater/
DWR: http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/
SWRCB: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gmp/



Questions?
CWP: cwpcom@water.ca.gov 
Abdul Khan:  (916) 651‐9660

email: abdul.khan@water.ca.gov

Dan McManus: (530) 529‐7373
email:   dan.mcmanus@water.ca.gov

SGMA email list:
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm

Trevor Joseph: (916) 651‐9218
email:   trevor.joseph@water.ca.gov


