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Preliminary Reference Materials for the California 
Drought Contingency Plan Update 
 
Drought Conditions Update, Report to the Governor (March 30, 2009) Department of 
Water Resources 
 
Checklist of Historical, Current, and Potential Drought Impacts (March 1998 ) 
Preparedness and Mitigation Working Group- Western Drought Coordination Council 
(Webpage only - http://www.drought.unl.edu/risk/checklist.pdf) 
 
Planning for Drought (2006) National Drought Mitigation Center (Webpage only - 
http://www.drought.unl.edu/plan/plan.htm) 
 
Impacts of Drought (2006) National Drought Mitigation Center, University of Nebraska–
Lincoln (Webpage only - http://www.drought.unl.edu/risk/impacts.htm)  
 
How to Reduce Drought Risk, Preparedness and Mitigation Working Group, Western 
Drought Coordination Council (March 1998) (Webpage only - 
http://www.drought.unl.edu/plan/handbook/risk.pdf) 
 
Spotting Drought Before It’s Too Late (2006) National Drought Mitigation Center 
 
Products of the Drought Mitigation Center (2006) National Drought Mitigation Center 
 
Preparing for Drought in the 21st Century (May 2000) National Drought Policy 
Commission, (Webpage – http://www.drought.unl.edu/pubs/pfd21main.html) 
 
A 10-step process (reprinted from D.A. Wilhite, ed. Drought and Water Crises: Science, 
Technology, and Management Issues [CRC Press, 2005], pp. 93-135, by courtesy of 
Taylor and Francis Group, LLC) 
 
National Drought Policy Commission Report (2000) (available online 
http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/drought/finalreport/fullreport/ndpcfullreportcovers/ndpcrep
ortcontents.htm) 
 
Tribal Drought Planning (2006) National Drought Mitigation Center (Webpage only - 
http://www.drought.unl.edu/plan/tribalplans.htm) 
 
Urban Drought Guidebook (2008) California Department of Water Resources in 
cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and California Urban Water 
Conservation Council (http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/docs/UrbanDroughtGuide.pdf) 
 
State-level Drought Planning in the United States: Factors Influencing Plan 
Development, Water International 19(1):15–24 (1994) Wilhite, D.A.; and S.L. Rhodes. 
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Managing Drought: A Roadmap for Change in the United States (September 2006) - 
Recommendations from a conference, Managing Drought and Water Scarcity in 
Vulnerable Environments: Creating a Roadmap for Change in the United States 
 
Drought Indices (Undated) Dr. Michael Hayes, Climate Impacts Specialist, 
National Drought Mitigation Center 
 
Improving Drought Management in the West: The Role of Mitigation and Preparedness 
(June 8, 1997) Western Water Policy Review Advisory Commission 
 
California Drought – An Update (June 2009) Department of Water Resources 
 
Drought Concept of Operations (July 15, 2009) California Emergency Management 
Agency 
 
Drought Preparedness Plan for the El Dorado Irrigation District (January 2008) Prepared 
by Brown and Caldwell for El Dorado Irrigation District 
 
California’s Drought – Water Conditions and Strategies to Reduce Impacts – Report to 
Governor (March 30, 2009) Department of Water Resources and Department of Food and 
Agriculture 
 
Declaring State Drought Emergencies and the State’s Drought Water Bank (April 16, 
2009) Power Point Presentation by David A. Sandino, Chief Counsel California 
Department of Water Resources 
 
Inferences of a Drought Mitigation Action Plan (May 2001) Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
 
Critical Water Shortage Contingency Plan (December 29, 2000) Governors Advisory 
Drought Planning Panel 
 
“Sharpening Drought Plans by Considering Climate, the Watershed, the Regulatory 
Environment, and other Forces of Change”  (2009) Purkey, Hanemann and Yates  
 
National Drought Summary (August, 4 2009) U.S. Drought Monitor, ebpage - 
http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html)  
 
Water For Good (June 2009) – Office of Water Security-Government of South Australia 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (May 7, 2009)– As submitted to Office of 
Administrative Law  
 
California Law of Water Rights (1956) Hutchings  
 
35 Years of Water Policy: The 1973 National Water Commission and Present Challenges 
(May 11, 2009) Congressional Research Service  
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California Senate Bills 610 and 221, 2001 
 
California Urban Water Management Planning Act (July 2005) (Webpage - 
http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/docs/UWMPAct.pdf) 
 
Water Efficient Landscaping (NRCS) (Webpage - ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/news/Publications/conservation/landscaping.pdf) 
 
California Department of General Services - Best Practices Manual, Water-Efficient 
Fixtures and Appliances (Webpage - 
http://www.green.ca.gov/EPP/building/SaveH2O.htm) 
 
California Urban Water Conservation Council, Multiple Publications (Webpage - 
http://www.cuwcc.org/resource-center/resource-center.aspx) 
 
California's Wildland-Urban Interface Building Code Information, California Department 
of Forestry (Webpage - 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/fire_prevention_wildland_codes.php) 
 
Fire Engineering Field Guides, California Department of Forestry (Webpage - 
http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/fire_er/fpp_engineering) 
 
General Guidelines for Creating Defensible Space (May 2006) State Board of Forestry 
and Fire Protection, California Department of Forestry (Webpage - 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/CDFBOFDB/pdfs/Copyof4291finalguidelines9_29_06.pdf) 
 
Grant Resources, California Fire Alliance (Webpage - 
http://www.cafirealliance.org/grants/) 
 
Community Wildfire Protection Plans, California Fire Alliance (Webpage - 
http://www.cafirealliance.org/cwpp/ 
 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act (2003) (Webpage - http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_bills&docid=f:h1904enr.txt.pdf) 
 
Drought Help – California, NCRS, (Webpages- 
http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/features/cadrought.html and ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/news/Publications/factsheets/Drought_Fact_Sheet_3-09.pdf) 
 

Effective Irrigation Practices To Improve Short Term and Long Term Water 
Management (March 2009) USDA- NRCS, Davis, CA (Webpage - ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/news/Publications/factsheets/effective_irrigation_practices.pdf) 
 
NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program (Fiscal Year 2009) Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, California Drought Response Initiative (Webpage - ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/programs/EQIP/2009/EQIP_drought_program_2009.pdf) 
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Technical Note – Methods to Decrease Wind Erosion on Cropland During Water 
Shortages in California (March 2009) U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (Webpage - ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/news/Publications/factsheets/TN_69_drought.pdf) 
 
Health Consequences of Drought on the Canadian Prairies, Smoyer-Tomic, Karen E., 
Klaver, Justine D.A., Soskolne, Colin L., and Spady, Donald W. EcoHealth 1 (Suppl. 2), 
144-154, 2004 
 
Drought in south-west Queensland: a farmers perspective. (sic) (2003) Perkins, Don.    
DroughtCom Workshop Abstracts  
 
Climate information to manage drought risk in NSW (2003).Hayman, Peter.    
DroughtCom Workshop  Abstracts 
 
Drought, Strife, and Institutional Change. (Fall 2002) Howitt, Richard E.  Western 
Economics Forum, Volume 1, Number 2,  
 
Drought Resilience in Agriculture: The Role of Technological Options, Land Use 
Dynamics and Risk Perception, Ranjan, Ram and Athalye, Sanjita.  Natural Resource 
Modeling, Volume 22 Issue 3, Pages 437 – 462 
 
Individual and Institutional Responses to the Drought: The Case of California 
Agriculture, Zilberman, David, Dinar, Ariel, MacDougall, Neal, Khanna, Madhu, Brown, 
Cheril, Castillo, Frederico.  http://www.ucowr.siu.edu/updates/pdfn/V121_A3.pdf (1995) 
 
The Cap: Providing Security for Water Users and Sustainable Rivers, Murray-Darling 
Basin Commission  http://www.mdbc.gov.au/__data/page/86/cap_brochure.pdf 
 
Mental Health Support for Drought Affected Communities, General Practice Queensland 
http://www.gpqld.com.au/page/Programs/Mental_Health/Mental_Health_Support_for_Dr
ought_Affected_Communities/ 
 


