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Staff Draft Recommendations for 
California Water Plan Update 2009 

Developing Recommendations for California Water Plan Update 2009 

The recommendations for Update 2009: 

• Will describe changes needed to reduce or eliminate constraints and impediments, or to harness 
opportunities, to help achieve the actions, objectives, goals, and vision. 

• Will be directed at decision-makers throughout California, the executive and legislative branches of 
State government, and/or DWR and other State agencies. 

• Will be as varied as the constraints they are intended to change—institutional, legal, knowledge, 
information, skills/capacity, resources, funding, schedule, public awareness, etc. 

Genesis of these DWR Staff Draft Recommendations 

The first Staff Draft Objectives and Related Actions for Update 2009 were discussed at the July 9, 2008, 
meeting of the Water Plan Advisory Committee and the July 15 meeting of the Water Plan Climate 
Change Technical Advisory Group. Comments received during and after these meetings were used to 
prepare the August 27, 2008 DWR Staff Draft Objectives and Related Actions. During the meetings, 
participants were asked to identify impediments to, and opportunities for, achieving the draft Update 2009 
goals, objectives and related actions. The draft recommendations below are ways to reduce/remove 
impediments and to leverage opportunities. Some of the draft recommendations are from Water Plan 
Update 2005. More specific actions may be specified for each recommendation in the Implementation 
Plan. 

Draft Recommendations 

NOTE: The recommendations in this DWR Staff Draft are not prioritized or presented in any particular 
order --- the numbering is included to facilitate their identification. 

Recommendations 
California Water Plan Update 2009 provides recommendations through 2050. The state government needs 
to act on these recommendations in light of the need for drought contingency planning and adapting to 
climate change impacts. We need to invest the water and flood bond funds that the public has approved in 
accomplishing these recommendations.  

1. Implement Related Actions as a Basis for Achieving the Goals and Objectives of the Water Plan  

State, federal, regional, and local governments and agencies should implement the actions of California 
Water Plan Update 2009 to achieve its goals and objectives and adopt an integrated, collaborative, multi-
benefit, and transparent approach toward resource planning and management. 

Californians, acting as individuals, make daily choices that can impact water quality and prevent water 
waste. The state should create incentives for citizens to aggressively participate in water protection and 
conservation efforts. These efforts may be modeled after energy conservation efforts conducted by the 
State. 
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By statute, the California Water Plan cannot mandate actions nor authorize spending for its 
recommendations. But in preparing the California Water Plan, DWR has sought participation from other 
State agencies, federal and local agencies, regional and Tribal representatives, the public and 
nongovernmental entities. State agencies should use the California Water Plan as a guiding document. 
This document reflects our common priorities and values that promote sustaining California’s water 
resource and environment and ensuring a safe and reliable water supply for our communities and industry. 

2. Provide Sustainable Funding for Statewide and Integrated Regional Water and Flood 
Management (similar to Rec #8 in Update 2005) 

State government should lead an effort to identify and prioritize funding strategies to finance regional and 
statewide water planning, programs, and infrastructure. State government needs to clearly articulate when, 
and for what actions, to use public investments from State and federal sources. California’s water finance 
plan must also recognize the critical role of local public and private funding based on the principle of 
beneficiary pays and the need for user fees. 

While recent bond measures have provided a down payment for improving California’s water and flood 
systems, the State Legislature should conduct a formal assessment of state and local financing 
mechanisms to provide a continuous, stable source of revenue to sustain the programs described in Water 
Plan Update 2009. Activities in need of certainty and continuity in funding include regional water 
planning and management, updating county and city general plans to address climate change impacts and 
adaptation, inspection and maintenance of flood management facilities, observational networks, and 
water-related climate change adaptation research. 

3. Provide Effective State Government Leadership, Assistance, and Oversight (from Update 2005) 

State government must lead water planning and management activities that: (a) regions cannot 
accomplish on their own, (b) the State can do more efficiently, (c) involve interregional, interstate, or 
international issues, or (d) have broad public benefits. 

These activities include, but are not limited to: (1) preparing California Water Plan updates as a public 
forum to integrate State, federal, regional, and local plans to meet the state’s future agricultural, urban, 
and environmental water demands and water management objectives; (2) operating and maintaining the 
State Water Project; (3) providing regulatory oversight to protect public health and safety and public trust 
values, including water quality, environmental protection, flood management, and dam safety; (4) 
participating in major regional initiatives, such as the CALFED Bay-Delta Program, and (5) forming 
public-private partnerships to implement regional programs like the Colorado River Quantification 
Settlement Agreement. Other State activities are included in the recommendations that follow. 

4. Clarify State, Federal, and Local Role and Responsibilities (from Update 2005) 

California must define and articulate the respective roles, authorities, rights, and responsibilities of 
federal, Tribal, State, and local agencies and governments responsible for water and/or water 
management. In light of the growing role of Tribal and local agencies and governments in regional water 
planning and management, State government should redefine how to empower and assist them to 
implement their regional water plans and programs. State government also needs an internal review of 
how State resource agencies do business and identify ways to make these agencies more efficient, 
effective, and responsive to Californians. Establishing an interagency water forum would strengthen 
coordination among State agencies responsible for water, water quality, and for ocean water desalination. 
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5. Adapt and Mitigate for Global Climate Change Impacts with an Emphasis on Drought 
Contingency Planning (modified from Update 2005) 

State government must help predict and prepare for the effects of global climate change on our water 
resources and water management systems. State government should work with and assist researchers to 
monitor, predict, and prepare for the effects of global climate change on California’s water systems and 
the environment. DWR should develop alternative flow data to help State, federal, and regional planners 
test the potential effects of global climate change on different resource management strategies; and to 
help water facility operators test alternative reoperation strategies, including the State Water Project. 

California is already seeing the effects of climate change on hydrology (snowpack, river flows), storm 
intensity, temperature, winds, and sea levels. Planning for and adapting to these changes, particularly their 
impacts on public safety and long-term water supply reliability, will be one of the most significant 
challenges facing water managers this century. 

Future climate change impacts to hydrology and water resources management may be significant. The 
trends of the last century—especially the increases in hydrological variability—will likely intensify in this 
century, and abrupt changes in climate could also strike. The western United States may be especially 
vulnerable to water shortages. While the existing system has some capacity to cope with climate 
variability, extreme climatic events may become more frequent with growing populations in their path, 
demanding improvements in flood and drought preparedness, and emergency response and recovery 
plans. 

6. Integrate Policies for Land Use and Water Planning and Management 

The success of water and flood planning and management depends on its integration with land use 
policies and decisions made by local officials. Land use practices can protect groundwater recharge areas, 
help restore natural processes in watersheds to increase infiltration, slow runoff, improve water quality, 
and augment the natural storage of water. Local government should update General Plans to address flood 
risk and climate change. Integrated Regional Water Management plans in combination with land use and 
transportation planning can serve as the basis for broader community and regional plans for increasing 
regional self-sufficiency.  

7. Improve Aging Water Infrastructure (from Update 2005) 

California must maintain, rehabilitate, and improve its aging water and flood infrastructure, especially 
drinking water and sewage treatment and flood protection facilities, operated by State, federal, and local 
entities.  

State government should lead an effort, with input from public and private owners of water infrastructure, 
to identify and prioritize water infrastructure maintenance of key components with regional or statewide 
significance. Improvements may include refinements in the way water systems are operated, additional 
conveyance capacity, and new water storage. This effort should also identify and implement financing 
strategies for continued public investments in the resulting infrastructure maintenance plan. 
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8. Ensure Environmental Justice across All Communities (from Update 2005) 

DWR and other State agencies must encourage and assist representatives from disadvantaged 
communities and vulnerable populations, and the local agencies and private utilities serving them, to 
participate in statewide, regional, and local water planning processes and to get equal access to State 
funding for water projects. 

Recent State policy establishes social equity and environmental justice as a State planning priority to 
ensure the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and income, in particular those having 
experienced significant disproportionate adverse health and environmental impacts. 


