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Draft California Water Plan Objectives
Worksheet

The following 6 draft Water Plan Objectives are new or have been/will be updated.  
Objective 7 – Manage a Sustainable California Delta – As described during the launch of the Water Plan process, the objective for the Delta will represent the Governor’s policy for the Delta. There is a separate deliberative process, outside of the Water Plan process, where this topic is being discussed. {We are aware that members of the Advisory Committee may have varying perspectives about this objective.  We will reflect these perspectives in the final review of the Advisory Committee perspective and that will be included as part of the Water Plan document.}  Following is draft text prepared by the Water Plan leadership for the new objective:

Manage the Delta as both a critically important hub of the California water system and as California’s most valuable estuary and wetland ecosystem.  Achieve the two coequal goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem.  The coequals goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects, maintains, and, where possible, enhances and restores the overall quality of the Delta environment, including, but not limited to, Delta culture, agriculture, wildlife habitat, and recreational activities and improves the Delta’s flood protection to ensure an increased level of public health and safety.

· What are your general impressions regarding the draft text of Objective 7?
· What might you add, subtract or change about the potential text for this Objective?

· What are one or two actions you would suggest to implement the Objective as you would craft it?

· What are the primary advantages of proceeding with the approach to this Objective you have recommended?

Objective 12 – Improve Tribal Water and Natural Resources - The Tribal Advisory Committee (AC) is preparing updated language for this section.  The Public AC will have an opportunity to discuss this at a future meeting.
Following is a set of questions regarding Objectives 13, 14, 15, and 16.  Available for your consideration is background information, including other state agency plans that may help fulfill the Objective.

The Public Advisory Committee is asked to consider the draft text presented, make suggestions about the objective(s) (including text), and if time permits, suggest 1 or 2 key potential actions that would further the objective.

You will have an opportunity to closely consider one or more of the objectives in a small group discussion and then discuss all the objectives in a large group discussion.
Objective 13 – Ensure Access to Equitable Distribution of Benefits from the State’s Water, Waterways, Lakes, and Beaches
The 2009 text of this objective was: Increase the participation of small and disadvantaged communities in State processes and programs to achieve fair and equitable distribution of benefits. Consider mitigation of impacts from the implementation of State government programs and policies to provide safe drinking water and wastewater treatment to all California communities and to ensure that these programs and policies address the most critical public health threats in disadvantaged communities. 

A proposal was forwarded by the Department of Parks and Recreation to add a new objective:  California should protect and enhance public access to the state’s waterways, lakes and beaches. 
There has also been discussion, through work on the new Water-Dependent Cultural Resources and Practices Resource Management Strategy, about the cultural importance of water, how it drives history, settlement, lifestyle, and economics.  Many Californians consider water essential to their spiritual practices.  Others point to the prose of the public trust doctrine:  “By the law of nature these things are common to mankind – the air, running water, the sea, and consequently the shores of the sea….. All rivers and ports are public: hence the right of fishing in a port, or in rivers, is common to all men.” - --- Institutes of Emperor Justinian, Book 2, Div. 1 (535 A.C.E), and argue for an objective that acknowledges these cultural and historic perspectives. 
After internal discussion, the Water Plan leadership suggested that Objective 13 might be expanded to more holistically consider access to water.  In this discussion, equitable access would not be limited to small or disadvantage communities but consider the larger issues of access, of which fair distribution of benefits and environmental justice would be a part.  
· What are your general impressions regarding the expansion of Objective 13 to include public access and water-cultural topics in the text?
· What would you suggest as potential text for this Objective?

· What are one or two actions you would suggest to implement the Objective as you would craft it?

· What are the primary advantages of proceeding with the approach to this Objective you have recommended?
Objective 14 – Improve Integrated Water Management Finance Planning and Finance Strategy Implementation

The 2013 Water Plan will include finance planning principles and substantial information regarding the financial implications of water decisions.  During the course of work on this topic a need for a Finance Objective was identified.  The Water Plan leadership is proposing the following text for your consideration as an Update 2013 Objective:

Use an adaptive prioritization process for future IWM investment in a public/inclusive manner; develop stable, sustainable and purposeful funding strategies from an array of revenue sources on a statewide and regional basis.

· What are your general impressions regarding the draft text of Objective 14?
· What might you add, subtract or change about the potential text for this Objective?

· What are one or two actions you would suggest to implement the Objective as you would craft it?

· What are the primary advantages of proceeding with the approach to this Objective you have recommended?

Objective 15 – Align Land Use Planning and Integrated Water Management

During Update 2009 land use planning and integrated water management ideas were imbedded in several of the other Water Plan Objectives.  As a result, during preparation of the Update 2009 Progress Report, it was difficult to report progress on better integration of land use planning and water management.  Many suggested a new objective was needed to better refine the direction put forth in 2009.  Following is draft text prepared by the Water Plan leadership for the new objective:

 Strengthen the alignment of local governments to adopt Land Use Planning and Integrated Water Management goals, policies and programs for improving strategies to protect or restore watershed and floodplain functions, and groundwater recharge for water supply benefits, reduced risk of wildfire and flooding, and resilience for climate change for sustainable development and increasing regional self-sufficiency.

· What are your general impressions regarding the draft text of Objective 15?
· What might you add, subtract or change about the potential text for this Objective?

· What are one or two actions you would suggest to implement the Objective as you would craft it?

· What are the primary advantages of proceeding with the approach to this Objective you have recommended?

Objective 16 – Strengthen Alignment of Government Processes and Tools

During the Update 2013 Water Plan deliberations there has been a great deal of interest in the Water Plan promoting the alignment of government processes and tools.  The Water Plan leadership has prepared the following draft text for your consideration as a possible new Objective 16: 

Improve, align and transform processes and administrative tools (incentives & oversight) – from all levels of government – used for water planning, public engagement, program/project implementation, and policy- and regulation-setting to advance Integrated Water Management.
· What are your general impressions regarding the draft text of Objective 16?
· What might you add, subtract or change about the potential text for this Objective?

· What are one or two actions you would suggest to implement the Objective as you would craft it?

· What are the primary advantages of proceeding with the approach to this Objective you have recommended?
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