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DWR and Cal EMA Drought
Response

= Standardized Emergency Management
System (SEMS) - Local, Regional, State,
then Federal response

= DWR chairs Interagency Drought Task
Force with support from Cal EMA
* DWR - overall drought coordination
« Cal EMA - emergency response and recovery
= Coordination through DWR and Cal EMA
Regional Offices



Interagency Drought Task Force

= Convened by DWR and Cal EMA In
coordination with Governor’s Office

= Comprised of executive and policy-level
managers

= Provides policy direction to Work
Groups & Committees

= Functions within existing agency
authorities, responsibilities, and funding

= Coordinates with federal, local, and
tribal agencies, and stakeholders
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Drought Monitoring Committee/
Impact Assessment Work Groups

= Members from agencies responsible for
monitoring weather, water supply or
Impacts

= Monitor water supply and drought

conditions—objective is to develop “early
warning”

= Assess impacts on sectors and regions

= Provide on-going information and web-
based reports
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Table 1- Potential Actions by Agencies In
Preparing for a Drought

Monitoring

* Develop local indicators for early detection
Communication/Coordination and Planning

« “California Drought Status” public information strategy
Local Assistance

 Interconnections between water systems, pre-work on
transfers.

Conservation
« Leak detection, recycled water, funding...
Other

* Lessons learned from others, drought resistant
crops...
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Table 2- Potential Actions by Agencies In
Responding to a Drought

Level 1- Abnormally Dry

* Activate Drought Operations Center & Drought
Monitoring Committee, increase communications,
Issue drought advisory

Level 2 — First Stage Drought

« Expedite water transfers, increase water savings and
conservation, enhanced public outreach.

Level 3 — Severe Drought

e Convene Interagency Task Force following
Emergency Drought Proclamation

* Deploy local water supply augmentation
e Coordinate mutual aid assistance

17



Table 2- Potential Actions by Agencies In
Responding to a Drought......

Level 4 — Extreme Drought
e Impose restrictions as needed for affected areas
under Governors emergency powers

 Highest levels of conservation enforced
* Focus of transfers for potable water use.
Level 5 — Exceptional Drought
e Water cutbacks to health and safety needs only.

* Facilitate Mutual Aid requests for assistance to
provide increased security due to severe water

cutbacks.
« Activate National Guard
o Staff State Emergency Operations center.
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Table 3- Potential Actions by Agencies In

Recovery from a Drought
Communication/Coordination and Planning

 |dentify & communicate when drought restrictions should
end.

Monitoring

* Ongoing monitoring of recovery, assure replenishment,
monitor salt water intrusion.

Facilitation of watershed and local planning for drought
 Manage pasture, rangelands, and forest recovery.
Local Assistance

* Return water supply augmentation measures to stockpile,
assistance in pasture rehabilitation and rate restructuring.

Conservation
e Maintain drought conservation measures
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