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Distinction between Drought and Shortage
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Key Elements of a Drought Plan 
Foundational planning philosophy 
 Resilience (complex, interconnected, redundant overlapping function, diversity) 
 Capacity (at state, regional and local levels) 
 Drought, not shortage (see graph on back) 
 
Description of current state activities 

Save Our Water (statewide public outreach) 
State agency responses 

Cal EMA  
Health and Human Services 
Natural Resources 
CDFA 
Cal EPA 

 
Drought impacts 

Water supplies (urban, agricultural and environmental) 
Energy (hydropower, power generation water requirements) 
Public Health (drinking water systems, respiratory diseases, mental health) 
Ecosystem (refuges, grasslands, forest) 
Fire (increase in frequency and intensity) 
Agriculture (dairy, regional impacts) 
Recreation 

 
Indices to detect drought and set response thresholds (2013) 

Current statewide monitoring 
Develop drought detection index for 2013 

Determine metrics 
Assemble into regional indices 
Create regional templates for compiling information 
Method to keep indices current 
Available to drought coordinator and the public 

 
Improved state coordination (2013) 
 On-going data and monitoring committee to maintain the Drought Indices 
 During drought 

Leadership committee to direct state agency responses 
Staff level inter-agency committee to coordinate state drought responses 
Local impacts committee to monitor and assess ground conditions 

 
Recommendations for drought planning and drought response 


