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Why a Drought Contingency Plan?Why a Drought Contingency Plan?Why a Drought Contingency Plan?Why a Drought Contingency Plan?

Objective 8 of the 2009 Water PlanObjective 8 of the 2009 Water Plan
Prepare prevention, response, and recovery plans for floods, Prepare prevention, response, and recovery plans for floods, 
droughts  and catastrophic events to help residents and droughts  and catastrophic events to help residents and droughts, and catastrophic events to help residents and droughts, and catastrophic events to help residents and 
communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, make communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, make 
decisions that reduce the consequences and recovery time of decisions that reduce the consequences and recovery time of 
these events when they occur. these events when they occur. 

Why now? Why now? 
Climate Change expected to increase extreme Climate Change expected to increase extreme 

th  tth  tweather events.weather events.
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PurposePurposePurposePurpose

The purpose of the California Drought The purpose of the California Drought 
Contingency Plan is to articulate a Contingency Plan is to articulate a g yg y
coordinated State Government strategy for coordinated State Government strategy for 
preparing for, responding to, and recovering preparing for, responding to, and recovering p p g , p g , gp p g , p g , g
from drought.from drought.
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ScopeScopeScopeScope
1.1. State Government role and coordination for State Government role and coordination for 

drought; drought; 
2.2. Drought monitoring and preparedness; Drought monitoring and preparedness; g gg g
3.3. Assessment of and adaptation to the impacts Assessment of and adaptation to the impacts 

of drought; and of drought; and g ;g ;
4.4. Measures to mitigate the economic, Measures to mitigate the economic, 

environmental and social risks and environmental and social risks and environmental and social risks and environmental and social risks and 
consequences of drought events.consequences of drought events.
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Relationship to Other PlansRelationship to Other PlansRelationship to Other PlansRelationship to Other Plans
Part of the California Water PlanPart of the California Water PlanPart of the California Water PlanPart of the California Water Plan
Builds on previous drought plans and reportsBuilds on previous drought plans and reports
Draws from drought plans from other statesDraws from drought plans from other states
Will t ib t  t  th  C lif i  H d Will t ib t  t  th  C lif i  H d Will contribute to the California Hazard Will contribute to the California Hazard 

Mitigation Plan (CalMitigation Plan (Cal--EMA, 2010)EMA, 2010)
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Key Elements of a Drought PlanKey Elements of a Drought PlanKey Elements of a Drought PlanKey Elements of a Drought Plan
Foundational planning philosophyFoundational planning philosophyp g p p yp g p p y
Description of current state activitiesDescription of current state activities
Drought impactsDrought impactsDrought impactsDrought impacts
Indices to detect drought and set Indices to detect drought and set 

 th h ld  (2013) th h ld  (2013)response thresholds (2013)response thresholds (2013)
Improved state coordination (2013)Improved state coordination (2013)
List of suggested responses to droughtList of suggested responses to drought
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Foundational ConceptsFoundational ConceptsFoundational ConceptsFoundational Concepts

R iliR iliResilienceResilience
Capacity to respondCapacity to respondCapacity to respondCapacity to respond
Drought, not water shortageDrought, not water shortageDrought, not water shortageDrought, not water shortage
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Drought, not Shortage Drought, not Shortage Drought, not Shortage Drought, not Shortage 
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Current State ResponseCurrent State ResponseCurrent State ResponseCurrent State Response
Save Our WaterSave Our WaterSave Our WaterSave Our Water

Agency responsesAgency responsesAgency responsesAgency responses
Cal EMA Cal EMA 
H lth d H  S iH lth d H  S iHealth and Human ServicesHealth and Human Services
Natural ResourcesNatural Resources
CDFACDFA
Cal EPACal EPA
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Drought ImpactsDrought ImpactsDrought ImpactsDrought Impacts
Water supplies (urban, agricultural and Water supplies (urban, agricultural and 
environmental)environmental)environmental)environmental)
Energy (hydropower, power generation water Energy (hydropower, power generation water 
requirements)requirements)))
Public Health (drinking water systems, Public Health (drinking water systems, 
respiratory diseases, mental health)respiratory diseases, mental health)
Ecosystem (refuges  grasslands  forest)Ecosystem (refuges  grasslands  forest)Ecosystem (refuges, grasslands, forest)Ecosystem (refuges, grasslands, forest)
Fire (increase in frequency and intensity)Fire (increase in frequency and intensity)
Agriculture (dairy, regional impacts)Agriculture (dairy, regional impacts)Agriculture (dairy, regional impacts)Agriculture (dairy, regional impacts)
RecreationRecreation

…and more.…and more.
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Detecting DroughtDetecting DroughtDetecting DroughtDetecting Drought
Current statewide monitoringCurrent statewide monitoring
Develop drought detection index for 2013Develop drought detection index for 2013

Determine metricsDetermine metrics
Assemble into regional indicesAssemble into regional indices
Create regional templates for compiling Create regional templates for compiling g p p gg p p g
informationinformation
Method to keep indices currentMethod to keep indices currentpp
Available to drought coordinator and the publicAvailable to drought coordinator and the public
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New State CoordinationNew State CoordinationNew State CoordinationNew State Coordination
OnOn--goinggoing During droughtDuring droughtg gg g

Data and monitoring Data and monitoring 
committee to maintain committee to maintain 
h  D h  I dih  D h  I di

g gg g
Leadership committee to Leadership committee to 
direct state agency direct state agency 

the Drought Indicesthe Drought Indices responsesresponses
Staff level interStaff level inter--agency agency 
committee to coordinate committee to coordinate committee to coordinate committee to coordinate 
state drought responsesstate drought responses
Local impacts committee Local impacts committee oca pacts co tteeoca pacts co ttee
to monitor and assess to monitor and assess 
ground conditionsground conditions
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Your input: What State Responses Your input: What State Responses 
??Would Help You?Would Help You?
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Next StepsNext StepsNext StepsNext Steps
Take your input and develop the Take your input and develop the 
C lif i  D ht C ti  C lif i  D ht C ti  California Drought Contingency California Drought Contingency 
Plan.Plan.
R l  D ft D ht C ti  R l  D ft D ht C ti  Release Draft Drought Contingency Release Draft Drought Contingency 
Plan in NovemberPlan in November
Public input December and JanuaryPublic input December and January
Release as part of the Water Plan in Release as part of the Water Plan in 
February 2010February 2010
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