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EXERCISE OBJECTIVE:  
Stakeholders advised during Update 2009 of the California Water Plan that the next Update (2013) should 
include Near Coastal Resource content. The Water Plan staff engaged stakeholders to provide advice on how 
to begin this process, and stakeholders suggested that the content of the Ocean Protection Council’s (OPC) 
Strategic Plan could be leveraged and incorporated into sections of the Water Plan.  
 
This Plenary session focuses on how the content of the OPC Strategic Plan could be incorporated into the 
Water Plan, what content should be modified or expanded to fit the scope, objective and audience of the 
Water Plan and what content should be added. We also would like feedback on how content should be 
incorporated into the Water Plan Regional Reports.  
 
The workbook is a summary of the OPC Strategic Plan in terms of focus areas, issues and objectives to help us 
work through the content during this session. Water Plan staff has reviewed the OPC Strategic Plan content 
and made initial “Staff suggestions” on how the content could be incorporated into the Water Plan focusing 
on the following questions: 
 What aspects of the OPC Strategic Plan should be included as part of the Water Plan content?  
 What content from the OPC Strategic Plan should be modified and/or expanded for the purpose of 

inclusion in the Water Plan?  
 What content should be added that was not covered in the OPC plan for the purpose of inclusion in 

the Water Plan?  
 What content should be included in the Water Plan Region Reports? Who should own this content 

development?   

We are looking for your feedback on the initial suggestions from staff as well as for you to provide new 
suggestions on how to incorporate content from the OPC Strategic Plan into the Water Plan. We are also 
looking for your suggestions on content that needs to be considered as part of the Water Plan that was not 
part of the OPC Strategic Plan (there is space to make new focus area and issue suggestions within this 
workbook).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
BACKGROUND ON THE OPC STRATEGIC PLAN:   
The California Ocean Protection Council (OPC) was created in 2004 by the California Ocean Protection Act 
(COPA) (SB 1319, Burton 2004) to help protect, conserve, and maintain healthy coastal and ocean ecosystems 
and the economies they support. This strategic plan for fiscal year 2012/2013- fiscal year 2016/2017 proposes 
OPC action in areas of critical need where the Council’s involvement can yield tangible progress and have the 
greatest impact. 
 
The OPC will focus on five areas over the next five years: 

A. Science-based decision-making 
B. Climate change 
C. Sustainable fisheries and marine ecosystems 
D. Coastal and ocean impacts from land-based sources 
E. Existing and emerging ocean uses 

 
Are there focus areas you would suggest adding for the inclusion in the Water Plan? 
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
WHERE COASTAL CONTENT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE WATER PLAN:    

• Brief paragraph in California Water Today 
• Highlights 
• Resource Management Strategies  
• Reference guide volume 
• Regional Reports 

 
Are there other sections where you could see this content being included in the Water Plan?  
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
OPC’S ACTION PLAN AND POSSIBLE LINKS TO THE WATER PLAN: 
 
A. SCIENCE-BASED DECISION-MAKING -Improve decision-making through use of best available science by state 
entities and agencies charged with ocean and coastal stewardship. Capitalize on and leverage the scientific 
community to support management and policy directions.   
 Staff Suggestion: This goal matches the California Water Plan guiding principle and direction by the 

California legislature. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               

 
Issue 1: Improving the Use and Sharing of Scientific and Geospatial Information 
Objective 1.1: Provide leadership to ensure the availability and use of authoritative geospatial information in 
decision-making. 
 Staff Suggestion: Linkages to subject matter groups in the CWP 2009 and 2013 update:  SWAN, Climate 

Change Technical Advisory Group and emerging technology for water management. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               

 
Issue 2: Identifying High Priority Management Information Needs 
Objective 2.1: Identify high priority management information needs. 
 Staff Suggestion:  Integrate the OPC information with existing Water Plan information management and 

application processes. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               

 
Issue 3: Developing Strategies—and Building Institutional Capacity—to Incorporate Scientific Information into 
Management Decisions 
 Staff Suggestions:  coordinate and integrate with California Council of Science and Technology and the CWP 

Water Technology Caucus.  Add content into discussions as appropriate in Volume 1 of the CWP. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              



              
               

 
Objective 3.1: Promote and encourage the institutional support, capacity, and leadership role of the 
OPC-SAT and harness the substantial scientific expertise within California and beyond to inform policy 
and management decisions.  

 Staff Suggestion:  add to Water Plan 2013 Volume 1: Strategic Plan, Volume 3 Resource Management 
Strategies.   

 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  
              
              
              
              
               
 

 
B. CLIMATE CHANGE - Prepare for and reduce harmful impacts of climate change on coastal development and 
infrastructure, public health and safety, the economy, and ecosystems by encouraging adaptation to climate 
change and engaging decision makers at all levels of government. 
 
Issue 4: Impacts to Coastal Communities by Storms, Erosion, and Sea-Level Rise 
 

Objective 4.1: Improve knowledge and understanding of climate change impacts among state, regional, and 
local decision makers. 
 
Objective 4.2: Encourage the development and adoption of sea-level-rise adaptation strategies. 
 

Issue 5: Ecosystem Impacts of the Changing Climate 
 

Objective 5.1: Provide for improved understanding of how changing climate and ocean chemistry will alter 
California’s ocean and coastal ecosystems and the benefits they produce. 
 
Objective 5.2: Based on improved understanding of ocean acidification, identify opportunities to reduce 
impacts by modifying management approaches. 

 
 Staff Suggestions (Issues 4 and 5):  
 1. Provide link in appropriate 2013 update RMSs to OPC strategic plan.   
 2. Incorporate OPC strategic plan goals and issues in regional reports with specific examples of actions or 

initiatives that are or could be occurring in the region.  
 3.  Add section in Climate Change reference document; add link to portal; revise Water Today with brief 

discussion of near coastal issues and water management. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               
 
 



 
 

C. SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES AND MARINE ECOSYSTEMS - Promote the long-term health of marine ecosystems and 
sustainability of marine fisheries in order to protect California’s living marine resources and the communities that 
rely upon them. 
 
Issue 6: Supporting Sustainable Fisheries Management 

 
Objective 6.1: Support science-based approaches to inform fisheries management. 
Objective 6.2: Advance improved governance of California fisheries. 

 Staff Suggestions:  Identify areas of the resource management strategies (RMS) which impact California 
fisheries and associated potential actions and recommendations for improvement.   

 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  
              
              
              
              
               
 
 

Issue 7: Sustainable Seafood 
 
Objective 7.1: Promote and provide incentives for sustainable fisheries in California’s coastal communities. 

 Staff Suggestion:  Add link in regional reports as appropriate and identify potential IRWMP role. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               
 

 
Issue 8: Leveraging Investments and Realizing Benefits of the State’s Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

Objective 8.1: Support effective implementation of MPAs consistent with the Marine Life Protection Act 
(MLPA) through strategic partnerships.  
 
Objective 8.2: Coordinate MLPA implementation with other ocean management agencies to improve 
management effectiveness.  

 Staff Suggestion: Identify specific examples of strategic partnerships which may be possible in each regional 
report which supports the MLPA. 

 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  
              
              
              
              
               
 
 

 



 
 
 
D. COASTAL AND OCEAN IMPACTS FROM LAND - Reduce the negative impacts of land-based activities on marine 
ecosystems and the state’s coastal and ocean economy. 
 
Issue 9: Downstream Impacts 

 
Objective 9.1: Support an integrated approach to water management that minimizes harm to the health of 
downstream ocean and coastal ecosystems. 

 Staff Suggestion:  Identify RMS for cross-cutting linkages.  Identify recommendations for funding and 
technical assistance to further the integration, innovation and coordination. 

 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  
              
              
              
              
               

 
 

Issue 10: Marine Debris 
 

Objective 10.1: Support collaborative efforts and effective partnerships that measurably reduce existing 
and new marine debris.   
 
Objective 10.2: Provide information to support implementation of policy initiatives and other efforts to 
reduce marine debris and its impacts. 

 Staff Suggestion:  Identify RMSs for linkages. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               
 
 
Objective 11.1: Improve policies and regulatory practices in ways that restore natural sediment processes, 
while increasing opportunities for sediment reuse. 
 
Objective 11.2: Increase the availability of data and tools that can influence sediment-related planning 
decisions. 

 Staff Suggestion:  Incorporate OPC strategic issues and objectives into new 2013 Sediment RMS. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               

 



 
 
 
Objective 11.3: Further the understanding of coastal impacts resulting from hard structures along the 
California coast. 
 

 Staff Suggestion:  Identify opportunities in California Council of Science and Technology.  Consider Land Use 
RMS decision tree pilot project for coastal low impact development (LID) and sea level rise (slr). 

 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  
              
              
              
              
               
 
 

E. EXISTING AND EMERGING OCEAN USES - Ensure that existing and emerging uses of California’s coast and ocean 
are planned and managed in a manner that balances their social and economic benefits with the long-term 
protection and sustainability of the state’s marine and coastal resources. 
 
Issue 12: Desalination 
 

Objective 12.1: Work with all appropriate entities in updating and revising the California Water Plan to 
provide statewide and regional context for policy recommendations on desalination, and the California 
Ocean Plan to better define and address impacts from industrial uses.   
 
Objective 12.2: Work with relevant state agencies to develop and help implement policies that are 
consistent with OPC resolutions related to existing and emerging uses, such as development of a statewide 
desalination policy that addresses marine intakes, in-plant dilution, and brine disposal. 
 

 Staff Suggestion:  add recommendation to RMSs.  Add OPC Strategic Plan to State Companion Plans. 
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               
 

Issue 13: Marine Renewable Energy 
 

Objective 13.1: Anticipate and address regulatory issues, policy development, and information needs 
associated with the development of marine renewable energy through coordination activities and other 
means. 

 Staff Suggestion:  add recommendation to RMSs.  Link to DWR Climate Change Portal   
 http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange 

 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  
              
              
              

http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange�


              
               
 
 

Issue 14: Offshore Aquaculture 
 

Objective 14.1: Anticipate and assess the impacts of emerging aquaculture technologies on the 
health of California’s coast and oceans and encourage science-based decision-making. 

 
 Staff Suggestion:  add issue to appropriate Regional Reports.   
 Other Suggestions for inclusion in the Water Plan:  

              
              
              
              
               

 
OTHER – Please suggest other issues and objectives that should be incorporated into the Water Plan’s near 
coastal resource content that was not covered in the OPC Strategic Plan, and how it should be incorporated.  
 
New Issue 1:                
New Objective for New Issue 1: 
                
             _____________ 
Where does this content fit into the Water Plan? 
                
               
                
 
New Issue 2:                
New Objective for New Issue 2: 
                
             _____________ 
Where does this content fit into the Water Plan? 
                
               
                
 
New Issue 3:                
New Objective for New Issue 3: 
                
             _____________ 
Where does this content fit into the Water Plan? 
                
               
                
 


